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INTRODUCTION 


In giving the purpose of his coming to work near the 
Earth, Azrael said: “At the Shrine of Love and Service 
in Southern California, we who dedicated it call upon 
all those of our brethren who are linked with us to meet 
together at that Shrine (in spirit or in person) in prayer 
and meditation at a certain time planned by the one in 
whose guardianship it rests until the Brotherhood come 
once more to prepare it for the Master’s Return. This 
Shrine, although the newest one prepared by the Great 
White Brotherhood, is linked with all of the other Sacred 
Shrines of the Brotherhood on planet Earth, and with 
those in the Higher Spheres because of the Purpose it 
will one day serve. 

“A place for our work was necessary in America, a 
Shrine which could be blessed and purified and pre¬ 
pared for the future when Jesus, our Lord, and the Mas¬ 
ter of our Lodge, returns with His disciples to continue 
His unfinished work for the Children of Earth. This 
Shrine of the Great White Brotherhood was inspired and 
built in Southern California; it is on virgin soil, with 
the sound of the sea perceptible, surrounded by hills, 
golden cliffs, with tall and stately trees fragrant with 
healing essences, and lovely flower gardens prepared by 
those faithful ones who serve there. This Shrine is linked 
to the Great White Lodge on High. 

“We hear often of the promised Return of Jesus 
spoken of by those who wonder how and in what manner 
He will come. Jesus will return in the same form in which 
the Disciples saw Him leave, in His Body of Light, and 
will then use a visible body for His work on this planet, 
and also on other and higher planets; and we, the Great 
White Brotherhood, will come with Him as His Mes- 
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engers. And then, beloved brethren, I shall dwell for a 
time with you, and shall, I know, have your cooperation. 

“But before the Master returns, this planet of yours 
will pass through grave and troubled times, the signs of 
which are already to be seen. Only an immediate turning 
to God and following His Laws in all degrees can avert 
castastrophe. It is in your own hands, beloved; but the 
time is short, so prepare now!” 

AZRAEL 


☆ ☆ ☆ 

The two Books of Azrael have found many friends, and 
the mail coming to the Shrine is filled with thanks for 
the Light and joy received. We send forth this Third 
Book of Azrael knowing it will find those for whom it is 
intended. It will take deep meditation, we know — we 
have read the manuscript over and over; but we also 
know the time spent will be greatly rewarded in the en- 
lightment to be received. 

Step by step, the mysteries of life are unfolded in a 
presentation suitable for the many who are seeking the 
answers to some of life’s riddles. The authority with 
which Azrael speaks, and his humility, are clearly ap¬ 
parent, and the reader soon realizes that this great Soul 
has outstanding wisdom, compassion, patience, and is 
filled with love toward all of God’s Children. 

-THE SERVERS AT THE SHRINE 
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MASONIC TEACHINGS 
The Ancient Mysteries Ever New 

W e would speak to you on a subject as yet little 
understood except by the few in its true esoteric 
meaning. I refer to the Ancient Craft of Free¬ 
masonry. In nearly every history of each nation you 
will find references to the Ancient Wisdom and to the 
holy lives led by those who followed this Craft. We of 
the Great White Lodge are members of a similar order, 
and the Grand Master of our Lodge is the great Initiate 
Jesus. On the earth-plane you have Masons, Master Ma¬ 
sons, also a Grand Master. 

Masonry is designed to stress and enhance all that is 
constructive in human lives. A mason is one who hews 
rough stones so that homes and dwelling places can be 
built. Not only, my dear ones, can man build by his own 
hand, he can also build by his power of thought. Any 
one of you therefore who can bring forth knowledge of 
some great invention which contributes to the welfare 
of his brother man and who lives an honorable life is a 
Mason; but above all, remember Masonry is concerned 
with the building of the Soul, or the Soul-Temple of man¬ 
kind. 

All the symbols and rituals center around this building 
of the Soul. In Masonic symbol the earth-man is a stone, 
the rough Ashlar to be hewn and shaped by the Master 
Mason until it becomes a perfect cube. 

Masonry reveals how the human spirit descended to 
live in the temple of the flesh prepared by the Great 
Architect for the incoming Soul. Within this soul-temple 
are to be found the sacred places for the working of the 
Master Mason — the centers of spiritual power within. 
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I would point out, my beloved, that in ancient days 
all temples were built according to a certain plan, even 
to the very day and hour, so that through a small aper¬ 
ture or window the rays of the sun would pour upon the 
sacred Altar, the Holy of Holies, the Innermost Sanc¬ 
tuary (as, for instance, the Pyramid of Gizeh, which 
still stands in Egypt today). This symbol represents the 
sun or Life Force entering the human body and resting 
in the creative centers of man. (Generation was a sacred 
ritual in the ancient mysteries). Mankind descended 
from his high estate and dwelt in matter so that he could 
learn and receive within himself the creative powers, 
and thus build an earthly home for yet another Soul. 
Then at the last he may return into the heaven world, 
into the Kingdom of his Father, regenerated by his own 
effort. 


IT IS ALL WORTH WHILE 

This is the path to tread, my dear ones. The trivialities 
of your daily lives will then be of little account, for the 
work of shaping the rough stone goes ever forward. Is 
it not all worth while! Every effort, every sorrow, every 
disappointment — nothing can be wasted; for the ful¬ 
fillment of all experiences in human lives only serves to 
create in each one the true estate, the perfect Ashlar which 
will one day find its true place in the temple you seek 
to build in the Heavens. And each temple is gradually, 
through many lives, being perfected by the Great Archi¬ 
tect so that it may be included in the Grand Temple of 
the Universe. 

Remember, my beloved, how the Master Jesus said, 
“Knock and the door shall be opened to you”. In this 
way the seeker or candidate for Truth knocks upon the 
door of the Lodge, and after the Teachers are satisfied 
that he is genuine they reveal certain knowledge. He has 
been living in a state of earthiness, or darkness, but 
after that wonderful experience the Soul should know 
through spiritual illumination that it has found some¬ 
thing beyond all price. 
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In the study of Masonry can be learned much of the 
Ancient Wisdom, and the wonder and truth contained 
therein. We realize it is not possible for all to have the 
opportunity for this study, so certain members of the 
Great White Brotherhood and also perhaps from an 
even Higher Source, are bringing forth from time to 
time certain aspects of this great Craft to help humanity 
to a better understanding of Life as lived in each incar¬ 
nation upon this Earth. 

The whole purpose of your incarnations, my brethren, 
is that you may learn to surmount every environment in 
each stage, that you may overcome your weaker self, 
and that you may come back into the Heaven World 
fully conscious of your God-power. 

Consider Jesus, the Master and the Christ, my be¬ 
loved: You who understand will recognize upon His 
Temple (the Holy City) the stamp of the true Initiate, 
the Master Mason. But never does the true Mason ad¬ 
vertise himself or speak of his attainments. Remember, 
SILENCE is the hall-mark. 

TRUE SECRETS HIDDEN IN HEART 

You are told there are great secrets in Masonry. We 
say there are NO secrets because the true secrets lie 
hidden in the heart, within the life of the Master Mason. 
How futile therefore to advertise himself, or for any man 
to cry such wares in the market-place. A true initiate 
recognizes another by the light in his eyes, the vibrations 
in his aura (his light shines forth), in his voice, in his 
touch, and in his heart; for he has powers bom of his 
Father God to heal the sickness of the world. 

So, my beloved, pass upon your separate paths with 
a tranquil mind and with love in your hearts for all your 
Father’s creation. Give service with your hands and with 
your lips. Lift up your eyes unto the hills, and stand in 
worship beneath the sky, beneath the trees, and listen 
to the harmonies of nature whispering through them. 
The harmonies of creation find expression in the trees 
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as in your human bodies. Whatever is in nature can be 
found in man; and that which is in man can also be 
found in the Heavens. 

TRUE PURPOSE OF GREAT PYRAMID 

I would like to point out to you that the ancient home 
of Egyptian Masonry is the Great Pyramid. Within this 
ancient Temple of the Craft you may read all the secrets 
of Masonry. 

We do not seek to limit the revelations of Masonry to 
the pyramid alone because Masonry has its home in many 
an Eastern land, and even in the West there are to be 
found traces of what were once Sun Temples, or Temples 
of Masonic Craft wherein Christ is symbolized by the 
sun and worshiped as The Son. Upon sun-symbolism, 
together with the twelve signs of the Zodiac and the 
seven planets, is the teaching of Freemasonry constructed. 
It is possible Stonehenge in England may be one example 
of the ancient Sun Temples, as it is not known by man 
when that wonderful structure of stone was first built, 
and even now there are certain indications that Stone¬ 
henge was used as a Sun Temple, because at a particular 
hour when the sun is at a certain point — to be exact, 
at mid-day — the sun’s rays shine through a passage 
formed between the mighty stones direct upon what was 
once an altar. 

The very word “Freemasonry” is derived from the 
sun. A Freeman is a brother in the light. A Bondsman 
is a brother in the darkness. From the sun all life is bom. 
“The House of Light” was, therefore, the name given 
by the ancients to the Great Pyramid, and the candidate 
to the inner mysteries sought wisdom and knowledge 
therein. 

We would contradict, my beloved brethren, certain 
assertions made that the Pyramid was first designed as 
a tomb of kings, nor any place of mortality, but rather 
formed a birthplace for the King in man. For the sym¬ 
bolism, of which the Great Pyramid is the material out- 
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come, tells how the Soul enters through a secret entrance 
into the secret inner chamber of the Mysteries — not only 
of that vast structure of stone, but (symbolically speak¬ 
ing) of the candidate’s own temple or Soul. 

THE KING'S CHAMBER 

As the candidate successfully overcomes all grades and 
all degrees of tests and trials he at last wins admission 
into the King’s Chamber. My beloved, we would remind 
you that the King’s Chamber symbolizes the Christ na¬ 
ture, the Christ Being — the King’s Chamber being the 
Holy Royal Arch with the King as its Keystone. For The 
Christ is ever the Keystone of the Holy Royal Arch 
Degree. 

After passing all tests and trials, and coming at last 
face to face with the Great Initiator (the Master who 
dwelt within the Pyramid and who was neither seen nor 
heard until all the tests were undergone), there was 
laid upon the candidate the symbol of the Key, known 
as the Ankh — the very symbol of Life. Once the candi¬ 
date had won this treasure, he was said to possess a key 
which would unlock all Mysteries. 

In Masonry there is a solemn question asked: “Where 
hangs the Key?” Not in the skill of hand or power of 
mind. The intellect alone will never unlock the Ancient 
Wisdom. LOVE is the Key. 

In the King’s Chamber stands the Altar whereon bums 
the everlasting flame — the torch, the light which God 
has placed within every one of His Family. This torch 
is the flame of man’s highest Self and through this Self 
the Master speaks. 

My beloved, in studying the teachings of many who 
profess to have elucidated the secrets of the Great Pyra¬ 
mid, we would bid each one pause and ponder on the 
actual TRUTH, then in meditation seek for the answer 
to much that perplexes. We hope our words may be of 
some help and we will seek, my brethren, to bring forth 
to your mental minds during your meditation, from the 
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place of stillness within, much that is contained in your 
actual Soul structure increasingly through each life, to 
reveal that which is ready to be brought forth now in 
your present Earth life. 

Upon your Altar in the Brotherhood Sanctuary (the 
Sanctuaries of the White Lodges — the Prayer and Heal¬ 
ing Groups on Earth, wherever those Sanctuaries may 
be) bums the flame of love and brotherhood. That flame 
is also a symbol to each one, a symbol of service and of 
initiation towards the Highest — the white flame in 
the red globe — the Light of Christ in the human heart. 

THE AGE OF LOVE IS DAWNING 

The New Age, the age of Aquarius, is now here — the 
“Woman clothed with the Sun”, the new age in which 
woman will come to her rightful place; And this will 
bring peace and the preparation of the new spirit of 
brotherhood to be bom upon the earth. The age of 
power has passed and the age of Love is dawning, and 
even though there are dark clouds ahead, the Sun’s rays 
already lighten the darkness and the clouds are filled 
with the promise of rose and gold. 

Life moves in circles, in cycles. You expect, beloved, 
to live beyond physical death; you must therefore have 
lived before birth in a body. You have come from afar. 
This is the mystery of life. While you live this life you 
are a finite being; you cannot therefore comprehend 
infinity. We who speak to you from the land of Spirit 
can assure you that you come from a Heavenly state 
down into this mortal state with a definite purpose. Some 
Souls return to help humanity. Some descend, and when 
encased once more in human flesh that radiance which 
surrounded them becomes so dimmed that you cannot 
judge the innerself of your companion. This may be for 
the best because it is important to learn deep humility 
while in the flesh. 

You can be assured, my brethren, that you come from 
a far greater and more beautiful Self than the one you 
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know. All the Souls of men are building this greater Self 
which is known as “the temple in the heavens”. A true 
Masonic school teaches how life can be shaped, physically, 
mentally, emotionally and spiritually, so that each incar¬ 
nation forms the perfect cube or stone which is placed 
in the temple above. You are each building your temple 
by your conduct on Earth. 

Your physical body, my beloved, is an exact replica 
of your soul body. In the soul body is a pillar of light and 
from this pillar grow “flowers.” Some of you have this 
knowledge and know that every psychic center in your 
soul-body is shaped like a flower, which is attached to 
the pillar of light in your soul-body; development of 
Soul depends upon the upraising and shining forth of this 
light. You have read in your Bible of the rod of Jesse 
and may have wondered what the symbol of this rod 
might be. The rod of Jesse is the rod which rises from 
the heart and opeas the flower. Sometimes the rose is 
given as the symbol of this flower, and this particular 
flower (which grows from the heart-center) is the flower 
of the Christ life, the Christ Spirit. The Great Ones, 
the Saints and Teachers of all ages have caused this 
flower to bloom. As this flower grows it causes the Soul 
to leave “the land of Egypt” and to rise in consciousness 
to “the mountain-top.” 

There is a Masonic rule for all Lodges: “Let the 
elder brother remember his younger brother.” The Great 
White Brotherhood discarnate are all Masons, and, as 
we have told you, the Grand Master of the Lodge on 
High is Jesus die Lord Christ. Masonry is the oldest 
Truth and came in with the first God-men on your Earth. 

IN THE SECRET PLACE 

Initiations take place on the inner planes, the secret 
place of the Soul, and the Initiate in this way reaches at- 
one-ment with his brethren in the Great White Lodge. 
He himself becomes one of the Brotherhood of Light 
who are the white-robed who have received illumination 
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and become perfected brethren. These perfected brethren 
lay themselves and all that they have before the Grand 
Master Who is the Great Architect of the Universe, that 
He may use them and the power they possess in true 
and loving service to their brethren on Earth. 

Beloved, this should be your goal, and it is the one at 
which you will eventually arrive. Live fully in love and 
devotion to the service you can give to others, and in 
this way you will advance on your evolutionary path of 
fulfillment. This is the Brotherhood teaching and it is 
contained in all the books of the Ancient Wisdom which 
is Freemasonry. 

Beloved brethren, look into the future with confidence 
in your Father God, and look always for the best, not 
the worst. See the nations being drawn together in unity, 
in brotherhood. Know that this MUST be because this is 
the Divine Will of God. Make no excuses for any na¬ 
tion. In the law of the spirit there can be no compromise 
and no excuse. Life is law, and spiritual law is the law 
of brotherhood, and this of necessity means a life of love 
and tranquility. 

Vis ualiz e the people of all nations walking as brothers 
in the sunlight, living as God intended they should live 
when He breathed them forth from His Heart. 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

Enter the silence, my brethren — go into the 
Temple of the Great White Light; to the innermost 
Sanctuary, and pray that you may be cleansed and 
that you may be linked in spirit with the gentle, lov¬ 
ing Brethren of your Lodge on High. 

And may the Angels of Wisdom, Love and Power 
bless and sanctify each home; and may these homes 
be preserved always in purity, simplicity and har¬ 
mony for the work of service, of brotherhood, and 
of love. 



II 


SACRED CHRISTIAN MYSTERIES 
AND SYMBOLISM 

A Means of Spiritual Quickening 

T here is only one Christ, as there is only one God; 
Christ, known to mankind through the ancient and 
Biblical teachings as “Son of God”, ever present 
and waiting for every human self to evolve in conscious¬ 
ness and discover Him — the indwelling spiritual Self. 
The Master Jesus came to you as a human self to live 
among you as a visible example of the mystical teach¬ 
ings of the Way, to help mankind reach a better under¬ 
standing of the Divine Law which decrees that every¬ 
one must eventually make the journey of human evolve- 
ment by the same narrow, painful “Way of the Cross” 
to the glorious meeting with his Christ — his inmost Self. 

Symbolisms of Christ have been found in all religions, 
in all great mysteries, and in every Faith. This has ex¬ 
isted long before China, Persia or India, for it is from 
the very foundation of the creation of the Earth. Some 
of these Christian Mysteries can be found in teachings 
brought by the Wise Ones — the beloved Brethren who 
long ago came from a planet of Light and Love to bring 
the Ancient Wisdom upon the Earth plane. 

We here in the Realms of Light never understand why 
the Christian Church teaches the redemption of Man by 
the suffering of the One. This can never be; no man can 
be redeemed by the suffering of the One. Jesus illustrated 
what every man must do individually for himself — make 
the journey of Calvary with the Cross in the distance. 
Each one must climb that hill of Calvary and let the 
self be crucified. Each Soul must pass that way alone, 
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and each shall be redeemed from earthly sorrow and suf¬ 
fering by the Love of the Christ within. 

The most powerful symbol on Earth, as well, as in the 
spheres beyond, is the Cross. The Roman Cross has the 
long shaft and a short cross-piece fastened at about three- 
quarters of its length, and this Cross, in the minds of 
many people, stands for remembrance of the Crucifixion 
of Jesus. 

I would draw your attention to another Cross which 
is equal in both length and breadth. This symbol is 
represented on every Altar of every Shrine and Lodge 
of the Brotherhood where the teaching of Jesus, your 
Lord, is given and it is one of the oldest symbols known. 

THE CROSS WITHIN THE CIRCLE 

The Cross within the Circle has an astrological sig¬ 
nificance as it represents the Earth. In some other schools 
of teaching it indicates the four elements of physical life — 
earth, air, fire and water — and is the symbol of the 
physical body which is built from the four elements. 

People of all ages have been taught by their spiritual 
teachers to revere the Cross. Within the heart center is 
situated the blazing jewel which reflects the Light of 
God. The Light of the Son of God, indwelling, in your 
heart, beloved, gives to each of you the power to choose 
your own reactions to all of life’s experiences. Man is, 
therefore, the Cross; but when the Light of the Sim 
(Son) expands in Man’s Soul, he becomes encircled by 
Light. The Cross within the Circle is the result. 

The symbol of the Cross has a profound meaning, and 
when it is understood for its spiritual worth, mankind will 
be well on the road toward creating the Heaven on Earth 
you all desire to experience. It is the symbol of life and 
of death. It is the symbol of communion with Spirit in 
brotherhood. Brotherhood is the Bread of life — the 
strength bestowed upon you daily to sustain you through 
the experiences and lessons of the day. This is the inner 
meaning of Holy Communion. You partake of bread 
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from the Altar as a symbol of sharing and increasing 
strength by communing with Spirit and in fellowship 
with your fellowmen. This is the meaning of Holy Com¬ 
munion. Your Altar is a symbol of the Table of Com¬ 
munion. Wherever you seek God, your Father, a Table 
is spread for you. “Thou preparest a table before me—” 

The Cross stands for Eternal Truth. I see you as a 
Cross, beloved, each of you who is a Servant of Christ 
radiating Light until the Whole becomes absorbed into 
Light, and all that remains is the Son, the Christ. 

Whether you know it or not, my beloved, the Light of 
Christ is being held up before you that it may light your 
Earth path. You are being given an opportunity to bring 
forth the perfect life, which is symbolized by the Rose at 
the Center of the Cross. 

THE CHRIST STAR 

Another powerful symbol used by the Brotherhood in 
its Lodges is the Six-pointed Star which is formed by an 
inverted triangle standing on its apex, interpenetrating 
another triangle resting on its base; the two triangles thus 
forming the Six-pointed Star which signifies Spirit mani¬ 
festing through matter. This Star is the beautiful sym¬ 
bol of a perfectly balanced human life and, along with 
the balanced Cross, is one of the oldest symbols known. 
It represents perfected Man with his head reaching to 
the Heavens, his centers quickened to the God-life, and 
his feet traveling along the Earth path, having no desire 
but to bring perfect harmony and happiness to all; know¬ 
ing that only in this way can he receive perfect harmony. 

The Six-pointed Star is the Star of the Master Jesus. 
It shone above the place where He was bom and it 
shines in all of its beauty above the Altars of the Lodges 
where groups of the Brotherhood incarnate meet for 
prayer, meditation and healing. 

THE SOUL KNOWS ITS DESTINY 

In speaking to you of the Mysteries I would say to 
you that the crucifixion, to which I have said each Soul 
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must progress, refers to the journey of the Soul through 
matter until it attains Perfection. And Perfection can 
never be attained in one physical lifetime. The orthodox 
church teaches that the Soul comes to birth as a tiny 
babe and goes through life until it passes on to another 
life where it will possibly experience rest and peace; but 
where, nevertheless, it is going to realize fulfillment with¬ 
out further struggles. They do not realize that the Soul 
can never learn all of its required lessons — live all the 
required experiences needed for its unfoldment into the 
Christ Light — in one Earth life. 

It is not the teaching of the White Brotherhood that 
it is necessary to return to this physical Earth. There are 
other realms of consciousness. There are other realms of 
learning where Man goes when he leaves the Earth 
plane — realms of much higher consciousness and much 
more beauty. It is to these planes Man will journey when 
he has rested from his Earthly efforts, to dwell for a 
time and perhaps seek reunion with the loved ones he 
left on Earth. After a resting period he will desire to 
continue those lessons which will lead him to still higher 
realms of consciousness, and he will then go to another 
Sphere. It may be a return to Earth or it may be else¬ 
where; it is not for me to say. It is the Soul that knows 
where its destiny lies, what experiences must yet be lived, 
and knows the total experiences of past lives. 

So, my beloved ones, do not think that you must in 
this life have great suffering and experience your cruci¬ 
fixion on this Earth. It is not so. But it is true that every¬ 
one must pass through his Calvary — must attain the 
peak of utter humility and face the crucifixion of self 
and birth of the Christ-Self — some time in the course 
of his spiritual unfoldment, and thus go on to fulfillment. 

My dear ones, live joyously in Christ so that you may 
reach attainment. Through the Cross which symbolizes 
the physical body and human self, and all of life’s ex¬ 
periences, shall you attain liberation. And may the Rose 
bloom upon your Cross, and bring you joy! 
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THE SACRED BREAD AND WINE 

As you partake of the Cup of Communion you quicken 
the Life of Christ centered in the sacred heart center of 
Man’s etheric body. Your thoughts and aspirations open 
this flower of the Christ Life within, and through your aura 
It can pour forth Its blessing upon mankind. There is no 
limi t to Its power, wisdom and beauty. The “Blood” of 
Jesus Christ is the Lifestream, the wine of life, and within 
the Temple of your Soul you may take the Cup of Com¬ 
munion and drink the wine of His Life. You will thus 
be filled with His Life and Light, and there shall be no 
darkness or fear in you. His Spirit within triumphs over 
Earth and all its burdens. 

Remember, too, my dear ones, that Communion is a 
symbol of remembrance. The Master Jesus said, “This 
do in remembrance of Me”. In the days of old there 
was an Altar around which all the Saints and Patriarchs 
gathered to worship God. If you study your Bible you 
will see that one day there will be prepared a Throne 
on which the King of Glory shall sit, and around which 
His own Initiates shall gather in worship. If you believe 
in the teachings of the Christ you will gather around 
the Altar to worship God — the Altar on which is spread 
the symbolic bread and wine. 

The bread and wine have also another significance. 
They symbolize Christ and your human partnership in 
Him. There can be no fusion, no partnership, without 
a common interest, my beloved; so, there can be no com¬ 
munion with God while unrepented sin remains on the 
conscience. Thus, the Altar of Communion is a place of 
self-analysis and self-judgment as well. 

The advent of the Master Jesus, Who came as a 
Saviour, brought a new enlightenment to the world by 
the sequence of His birth, crucifixion, resurrection and 
ascension. Before His crucifixion He callad His Disciples 
together (later they became Initiates) and, at the vita- 
ceremony of the Last Supper with its wealth of eternal 
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significance, He demonstrated the profound esoteric Truth 
of His life and mission, and of the destiny of mankind. 

He took the bread, gave thanks, and then blessed and 
broke it, saying, “Take, eat; this is My body.” He then 
distributed the bread amongst His disciples. He took the 
cup of wine, saying, “Drink this in remembrance of Me”. 

The blessed Eucharist is the central Mystery of Christi¬ 
anity. This ceremony was instituted by the Church of 
Christ, and contains the essence of the spiritual power 
of the Church. It should raise Man from earthly con¬ 
sciousness into the heavenly and angelic vibrations of the 
Spiritual Consciousness. We know that the inner mean¬ 
ing of the ceremony has been buried beneath the ma¬ 
terialism and earthiness of today. I would therefore refer 
to these Mysteries as “the Lost Secrets”. 

Remember that one of the first miracles of Jesus was 
the changing of water into wine, symbolic of the chang¬ 
ing or quickening of Man’s self into the Christ Self. 

The form of ritual used at the Last Supper has con¬ 
tinued to this day . . . sometimes the form only; but 
some day the inner truth must be brought to the under¬ 
standing of the Children of the Church. We refer to 
the Church unlimited by sect or creed, the Grand Church 
of the living Christ which will embrace all humanity in 
the New Age now at hand. 

The Holy Ghost, which represents the Wisdom Aspect 
of God, is symbolized on the altars of Masonry by the 
oil. It means the outward form of an inward and spiritual 
grace ... an anointing with the Wisdom of the Spirit — 
with the oil by means of which the lamp gives bright 
light . . . the Soul its inward light. The foolish virgins 
in the parable had insufficient oil — they had too little 
wisdom. 

In the ceremony of Holy Communion we have the 
bread representing the body of Christ and the wine repre¬ 
senting the life of Christ, both of which act as a focal 
point for the reception of the Spirit of Christ ... be¬ 
cause the vital essence of such elements may be partaken 
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of, not merely through the mouth, but through the heart 
as well, and thus received into the inward spirit. 

You may ask if it is possible to participate in a Com¬ 
munion, such as we have described, on the inner planes 
and dispose of the outward form of bread and wine. We 
reply: this is one of the inner, the Cosmic mysteries, in 
which, as you pursue the path, you will participate. 

Each of these outer symbols bears reference to the 
growth, to the evolution of the divine life or spirit in 
man. Therefore, seek, and ye shall find; knock, and the 
door shall be opened. Through the partaking of the wine, 
symbolic of the Life-force and the Love revealed to 
Mankind through Christ, Man has had the way opened 
to greater Cosmic initiation. By the release of the vital- 
body of Christ, the way of initiation opened freely to 
every man through the quickening of his own spirit. 

THE BRITISH MYSTERIES 

I have referred in the past to certain Mysteries which 
are contained in the Ancient Wisdom, and which are be¬ 
ing brought into manifestation today through the open¬ 
ing of the centers within Man’s being. I would like to 
speak briefly on the British Mysteries which should be 
of special interest to those in this great land closely 
linked with the people of Britain today by ties of long ago. 

If you study the myths of King Arthur and the Knights 
of the Round Table, you may discover the Knights of the 
Universe, — they who gathered at the Universal Board. 
The Table symbolizes the complete circle wherefrom 
they looked to the CENTER to the Light! Is it not simi¬ 
lar to the Masonic Mysteries, the point within the circle, 
the significance of which the Master Mason understands? 

These British Mysteries are to be found buried in the 
sacred precincts of the ancient abbey of Glastonbury. 
The link between Glastonbury and the Mysteries is very 
clear and strong, and, as with other races, their Messengers 
came always “from over the seas;” again a mystical 
truth. Here also the Messenger from the East sailed to 



24 Third Book of Azrael 

the Mystic Isle of the West, bringing the story of the 
sacred Heart — the Inner Mystery described as the Quest 
for the Holy Grail. 

UNIVERSAL MYSTERIES 

These same truths are enshrined in great literature, 
in noble art; for through the writer, the artist, and the 
musician the Rays shine. Through all gifted Souls who 
give forth true wisdom, knowledge, beauty, well-being, 
we see the Mysteries as a beautiful colored glass window, 
and we see the sunlight shining through the gems of 
color; one may glint through on a purple hue, one may 
shine through the golden glass, another through the blue, 
the green, and the red. All the seven colors of your limited 
vision are there, and the Light of the Ages shines through 
to humanity. 

I say to you, my beloved, that the air, the atmosphere, 
the ether, is charged with sound waves, with vibrations 
of certain harmonies inspired by a Master’s touch, speak¬ 
ing to humanity in tones of music of that wonderful 
Mystery, the Quest for the Holy Grail. 

You may ask: “How does all this affect our lives to¬ 
day? Has it any relation to our own particular need 
here and now?” Yes, my beloved. You have reached the 
point in your Earth life where you are awakening to 
the consciousness of the universal purposes of life. You 
are becoming attuned to your Higher Self. You are be¬ 
coming more aware of God. You are becoming Initiates 
and searching with deep sincerity towards an ideal which 
may include happiness and freedom and a right to en¬ 
joy life in the right way. The Spirit yearns for freedom 
and love and happiness and beauty. The Initiate attains 
these as he journeys along the path of illumination to 
the gateway of Heaven — the gates of Heaven, the gate¬ 
way to Eternal Life — a profound and ancient truth — 
the gateway of Initiation, the Royal Arch of the true 
Mason. 
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WHEN THE VEIL IS TORN ASIDE 

The beloved Master strove to teach the people this 
Inner Truth which is the Way, the Truth and the Life — 
the gateway to Heaven. This teaching is contained in 
the Gospels. When you read them with understanding, 
with the Light of God thrown upon your reading, you 
will discover many a jewel contained therein. John, the 
Beloved, preached, “Which was born, not of the flesh, 
not of the will of Man, but of God”. This indicated that 
the Light of Truth which spoke through the Master 
Jesus was the Word, the Eternal Light flowing forth 
from the Heart of the Cosmos; from the Heart of the 
Father-Mother God. 

Throughout past ages these mysteries have been kept 
secret because they are sacred. Man has not been able 
to penetrate the veil into the World of Truth and Light 
because he was not ready, was not spiritually strong 
enough to wield the power which such penetration would 
bring him. So he has been kept in the outer courts of 
the Temple (kept there by his own low state of con¬ 
sciousness) and has had to depend upon the priest or 
oracle to receive his messages from the World of Light. 

But, be sure the time is coming (and for many it draws 
very near) when the veil of the Temple will be torn 
aside and Man shall see the glory of the World of Spirit. 
More than this: Every human being will be able to 
bring through into mortal memory knowledge of the 
marvels he beholds. You speak of miracles, but what we 
are telling you will not then seem a miracle for it will 
be a natural occurrence in your elevated state of con¬ 
sciousness. Humanity will become so attuned to this 
higher spiritual vibration life on Earth will be completely 
changed. 


PREPARATION FOR ILLUMINATION 

A symbol of this Age, the Age of Aquarius, is that of 
the man carrying the waterpot. He pours forth the waters 
of the Spirit, the living water, upon the Earth. Jesus told 
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His disciples to “follow the man carrying the waterpot,” 
who would lead them to an inn and there take them to 
an upper room — meaning Man’s higher state of con¬ 
sciousness. The head center is the upper room or chamber. 
There they were to make ready against the coming of 
their Master. So the higher mind is to be made ready 
for the incoming of the Christ Spirit, or illumination by 
the Divine. The Sun (Son) is the Divine Fire within 
the Soul of every son and daughter of God. The higher 
mind has to be prepared before the Christ can enter in. 
Man has first to train himself in pure thought and pure 
living. Then he must aspire to higher and better forms 
of service, of prayer, of life. As he does this he makes 
ready for the incoming of DIVINE ILLUMINATION. 

WHAT HAPPENED TO THE BODY OF JESUS 

Beloved, if you pause and consider you will see on 
every hand the failure of mankind to understand the 
Truth that Man’s life is God’s Life — his failure to com¬ 
prehend that he is an expression of the Divine Law of 
Love. Jesus continually delivered this message and also 
demonstrated the God-Life in both His parables and 
miracles. The culmination of His life on Earth was the 
greatest demonstration of all — His triumph over death. 

There has been much controversy about what hap¬ 
pened to the body of Jesus when the tomb was found to 
be empty. It has been said that it was only the etheric 
body which was raised and was seen by the women at 
the tomb and by the disciples on the road; that it was 
the etheric body which entered the upper room and was 
seen by the disciples there when the door was closed and 
locked before His entering. Many lean toward this belief 
because they have been taught that matter cannot pass 
through matter. 

Our teachings recognize that Divine Power can ma¬ 
nipulate the atoms of a human body in a way that will 
enable the body to pass through the material atoms of 
the door. Understanding of this law disproves that the 
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body which rose from the dead was the etheric body of 
Jesus. It was indeed His physical body which was spirit¬ 
ualized, brought again to the state of life and filled with 
the Christ Spirit. The power of the perfect Son of God 
manifesting through the Master Jesus during His Earth 
ministry had so spiritualized the physical atoms of the 
body that it could not die in the sense that you think 
of bodily death; it could not decay. 

The Spirit giveth life, IS LIFE, and if the Spirit fills 
a human body that body cannot decay. This is the Truth 
and the Life; this is the inner meaning of the Resurrection. 

DEEP SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CHRISTIAN MYSTERIES 

I do not criticize the orthodox religions. I have never 
criticized any Faith because they all have something in 
them that is needed by those who seek them. But I have 
endeavored to throw a little light upon the Christian 
Faith, which I revere and honor. I bring to you a re¬ 
presentation of the Ancient Mysteries, and I would ask 
you to see how unevolved Man has used these Mysteries 
to clothe his conception of the Christ — the Son of God 
and of Man — in the sun worship of ancient civilizations. 
The birth of the Son (sun), the passing from death into 
birth and life in December; and in the Spring the resur¬ 
rection of the Son (sun) of Life. These Mysteries por¬ 
tray the Truth of Man’s creation and show the Path he 
must tread. 

All of this symbolism, or teaching of the Ancient Wis¬ 
dom, came with the very beginning of Creation on Earth. 
As time passed and Man lost his way, bringing great 
troubles into his life and onto the Earth plane, all the 
World began to look for a Saviour, each in his own way 
and according to his individual conception and under¬ 
standing. So the Saviour came. 

Jesus of Nazareth, the great Master and Adept who 
was prepared for His grand mission long before the be¬ 
ginning of Creation on Earth , provided the physical ve- 
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hide for the manifestation of the Christ Spirit. The 
Teachings He brought and demonstrated were a re-pre- 
sentation of the Ancient Wisdom. They were the Truth 
which has been known by Enlightened Ones throughout 
all time. But they were never brought to such fulfillment 
of spiritual power until the three-year ministry of the 
Master Jesus upon the Earth. 

Unless you have had contact with one of the White 
Brotherhood, or perhaps with some one of the true Mys¬ 
tery schools, it may be difficult for you to realize the deep 
significance of these Christian Mysteries. Two thousand 
years ago the Master Jesus walked upon Earth and taught 
the Truth about Man and Christ, yet only a few of His 
Teachings are understood today. It is ever thus. There 
is always the outer court and the Holy of Holies, but the 
latter is never barred to the one who seeks enlightenment 
with reverence and humility, and knocks at the Door. If 
he is truly sincere with the right motives for his seeking 
and if he is humble in spirit, the Door will be opened to 
him and he will be led step by step into the Temple, 
there to find the Altar. And upon the Altar will bum 
the Everlasting Flame — the Light of the Divine Son 
Himself. 

Orthodox Christianity can never be sufficient for the 
world today. The portrayal of the Crucifixion, I repeat, 
contains the key to all of the Ancient Mysteries with much 
symbolism attached to it. You also have the symbolism 
of Jesus being crucified between two thieves, and the 
mystery of the Three Degrees as portrayed in all the 
Mysteries — the body, Soul and Spirit. 

You can see the picture of the Christ, the Spirit, and 
you can see the thieves, one on either side of Him. One 
thief can be recognized as the Soul, the one to whom 
the Christ said, “Today thou shalt be with Me in Para¬ 
dise.” The other thief symbolizes the human self; he 
would have none of the Christ Teaching — just as some 
on Earth even now are unable to accept Christ as the Way. 
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THE CROWN OF THORNS 

When the Crown of Thoms was pressed upon the 
head of the Master, blood flowed forth. This symbolized 
the pouring forth of the Life-force and the vital fluid. 
And in the pierced side we see again the pouring forth 
of the Life-force, the blood and the vital body — the 
pure waters of Spirit. 

Blood contains the vital essence of the Spirit. The 
vital body of Man is actually part of the body of Christ 
because through it flows His Life-force — the living, 
vital essence coursing through the bloodstream of Man. 
At the crucifixion the psychic centers of the body of the 
beloved Master — the head, hands, feet and side — were 
pierced, and blood dripped upon the earth. The vital 
body was thus released and great Spiritual Power was 
distributed upon the Earth. 

The Crown of Thoms pressed down upon the head 
signifies what the reason and cold intellect of Man must 
endure before he achieves the humble, reverent meek¬ 
ness required when he approaches the Christ within and 
in simplicity finds the joy of service to God and Man. 

Your Lord Jesus admonished you to Know yourself, 
for to really know Man is to know of Christ and the Al¬ 
mighty. I would have each of you meditate upon the 
symbolism and mystical meaning of the climb up Calvary 
and the Crucifixion, wherein lies revelation and Light 
for your soul. 

SYMBOLS DO NOT REPLACE REALITY 

Having gone into the subject of Christian symbolism, 
showing you the spiritual significance and benefits to be 
derived, by some, from their use, I feel that I must also 
speak to you of the dangers connected with symbology. 
So I would give you a thought of warning, my brethren, 
as a check, or rein upon your carnal minds, to help you 
keep well balanced and prevent symbols from replacing (in 
your minds) the invisible state of humble worship which 
they are intended only to represent. 
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When your thoughts cease to be master of symbols, 
allowing them to assume an importance higher than that 
of servants or means employed as physical reminders of 
the unseen Reality, you have added considerably to your 
human burden — have forged one more link in the self- 
imposed chain of mental bondage; because you have 
gradually, and perhaps unknowingly, accepted into your 
consciousness the idea that symbolism has value in itself. 
Given this much room in your consciousness, if not quick¬ 
ly checked and uprooted, this erroneous (evil) idea will 
spread out roots and then grow branches of thoughts 
which will convince you that you should worship these 
symbols which now appear to you to be idols. 

It has taken ages to bring Earth Man to the state of 
consciousness where he can even perceive the difference 
between the physical idol and the unseen Truth which 
it was originally meant to merely represent, and it will 
take even longer for many of you to permanently separate 
the two in your minds and realize the symbols have no 
spirit, no Truth, no permanence, no existence within 
themselves; just as the image of your physical body which 
you see in a mirror is nothing — has no existence even 
in the physical world because it has no Reality; it is 
illusion. 

Before such time as symbols enslave your thinking, you 
can see quite clearly what their place of service is and 
properly evaluate them. But mankind is inclined to be¬ 
come so busy with physical activities performed in con¬ 
nection with his mode of worship that he is gradually 
wooed away from his quiet times of prayer and medita¬ 
tion. The more you give of yourself and your time to 
outer forms of supposedly serving God and Self, the more 
it will take, and then come to demand of you; until you 
find yourself being a servant to the material things you 
yourself brought into being and surrounded yourself with, 
out. of the very best intentions. 

So very many of you are fighting, or have already 
“fought the good battle” for freedom from materiality. 
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How devious are the physical plane of thought and the 
subconscious mind when it comes to clinging to their 
existence in your consciousness! They never give up after 
losing one round, or two, or even more. The devious 
manner in which they can use what you forsake them to 
achieve — a spiritual way of life — indicates the lengths 
to which they will go. You are tricked back into ma¬ 
teriality through your desire to worship and serve. But 
you were not forewarned that this might happen, or 
if you were the warning was forgotten in the business of 
seeing to the semblances and symbols of worship. 

In such a dilemma man casts about for a way out of 
the physical jail he has been “tricked” into building for 
himself. He finally comes to see the meaning of the 
teaching, “Man cannot serve God and mammon”, or 
“Man cannot serve two masters”. So much time and en¬ 
ergy spent on the “outside” symbols and monuments to 
worship — the graven images of the real spiritual in¬ 
tent of divine worship — rob you by dimming the Light 
within; sometimes almost to the point of darkness. 

Then begins the mental struggle all over again. Hu¬ 
man pride will not at first allow you to accept the thought 
of error, for to do so would be to admit all that good- 
intentioned labor went for naught and cost you dearly. 
Whenever physical endeavor is greater than the quiet 
endeavor within one, there is imbalance and suffering. 

So, my beloved ones of Earth, now — while you still 
clearly perceive the differences and the dangers of physi¬ 
cal symbols of spirituality — keep an intelligent guard 
over wayward thoughts and keep alight the spiritual 
guidance within. When you no longer need physical re¬ 
minders of spiritual Truths, you are in no danger of 
being trapped by them; but, by the same token, neither 
do you feel a desire to employ them in your approach 
to God, your inner Christ, so you are doubly safe. 

However, so long as there are spiritually-lonely souls 
upon Earth who have not been able to find the means 
of lighting their own inner “lamps”, there is need of 
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physical beacons to guide them through the physical 
planes of thought and help them find solace, encourage¬ 
ment and inspiration from the outer signs of worship. 

When each of you is able to let God’s Love radiate 
from you in rays of pure thought and spiritual under¬ 
standing of yourself and your fellowmen, you will serve 
as beacons of God by the very simple fact of being; then 
the doing will be secondary. When there are more hu¬ 
man beacons of Divine Love, there will be fewer sym¬ 
bols of worship, my dear ones. Give your thinking, time 
and power to the single intent to “know God”. 

Every man works out symbols, or allegorical characters, 
in his own mind to fit his individual needs for interpreting 
and remembering Truths which come to his intellect by 
way of insight. Truth cannot be captured for posterity 
and corralled with words; every man has to receive his 
own revelations of Truth from within. In recounting 
these he is forced to use symbology and allegory just as 
the beloved Master Jesus had to do for us. When Man 
is spiritualized — has attained Christ consciousness — he 
can mentally assimilate many Truths without transposing 
them into physical symbols; and gradually he is able to 
discard the use of symbolism altogether. I tell you this to 
help you see the transient nature of symbols and all 
physical things which, to many, are still important and 
necessary, but which will one day be outgrown if kept 
in proper perspective and under strict control of the rea¬ 
soning mind plus divine guidance from within. 

The inner Christian Mysteries are the essence of the 
eternal, but the outer symbols will pass away. 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

We pray to Thee, Oh Father of all Creation, 
that faith and trust will not fail Thy children — 
faith in the Truth that their Lord walks in Spirit 
along the Road of Life constantly beside each one, 
ready to give the guidance necessary to put together 
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the scattered pieces of the puzzle of life and human 
destiny. 

May the ears of each one attuned to the language 
of moral perfection hearken to the gentle whisper¬ 
ings of Divine guidance and remember that wholeness 
and goodness are Thy teaching and must be under¬ 
stood in order to be correctly lived. 

We know a spirit of reverence and humility will 
help the seeker of Truth. When Moses sought to 
come into the Presence of the Lord in the burning 
bush, he heard a Voice from the midst of the flame 
say, “Put off the shoes from thy feet, for the place 
whereon thou standest is holy ground". 

Only in the spirit of humble worship and quiet 
reverence can Thy children come into Thy Presence, 
Oh Father, for Thou art the Infinite Fountain of All. 

Amen. 



Ill 


FREE WILL AND ORDAINED DESTINY 

God's Plan and Man's Reaction 

A s you go along the pathway of life you think you 
have free will and that you can arrange matters 
as you wish, but sooner or later it seems that this 
cannot be, for unsought and undesired things happen — 
occurrences over which you have no control — and you 
feel that you are caught up in an inexorable web of fate. 
Beloved ones, you can always remember: Do not be cast 
down and think that because these things happen it is 
useless to strive, useless to do anything but plod on your 
way because everything is arranged for you and therefore 
must come about. Do not look upon it in that way, but 
remember that the experiences of your life form your 
future. 

It is true that in some occult sciences the lines of the 
hand mean something and that your “fate” is written 
there. In other sciences there are the stars which are 
supposed to guide the destiny of each one. There are 
others who see clairvoyantly and look into the future, 
and are able to see certain things. There is a saying that 
“There is a destiny that shapes our ends, rough hew 
them as we may”. There is another saying, “I am the 
Master of my fate, the captain of my Soul”. Those two 
are contradictory. Is it possible to harmonize them? I 
will try. 

Look upon the happenings of your lives, beloved ones, 
as tools given to you with which to shape and mould the 
material of your Soul. Regard each event as a hammer 
and chisel, and the Soul as being a rough stone which 
the tools will shape into a perfect square to fit into its 
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Free Will and Ordained Destiny 

appointed place in that temple of the Oversoul, the 
higher consciousness. To understand this, beloved breth¬ 
ren, may be difficult, but the experiences of your daily 
lives shape the pattern of your Souls. There is within 
every one a Divine urge which is the Voice of the Si¬ 
lence and, in spite of all the events that come along 
(seemingly out of chaos) there also emerges a Divine Plan. 

God holds the Plan. You may see a life glutted with 
wealth — wealth very often made from the blood and 
suffering of fellowmen. You may see a life carried on in 
abject poverty. Does it seem there is no law of justice? 
Out of suffering comes a Soul strengthened and eventually 
purified. Beads of suffering may pour from a man’s brow 
but out of such experiences (if his attitude toward them 
is right) will emerge a refreshed and renewed Soul go¬ 
ing on its continuing journey with courage, helped and 
aided on its way. 

God controls destiny to the fulfillment of His Plan, but 
you have free will, beloved ones, all the time. A man 
has the power to foreshadow, or to project into the fu¬ 
ture, his thoughts and actions of today. Can you control 
that? Yes, by your freedom of choice. Always remember 
that if events come along over which you seem to have 
no control they are the harvest of things sown in the past. 
But never be discouraged. Do not waste time looking back 
with regret and despair; rather, start at this moment to 
sow only seeds of goodness and begin looking forward. 
Live life one day at a time, each day sowing pure seeds 
for the days ahead. As you work out the past harvest of 
bad seeds heretofore sown, you will attain the wondrous 
state of finding all circumstances of your life to be good. 
And nothing, no destiny or fate can overcome you. It is 
a natural law, and if you can understand the Divine Law 
of Cause and Effect you can better understand free will 
and your destiny. 

Free will and destiny; how little they are understood! 
It is only by gradual growth into God-knowledge that 
these problems can be wholly solved, and never by a 
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straining of the physical intellect. Destiny, as far as our 
human brother is concerned, stands for certain physical 
and mental experiences through which each must and 
will travel. Choice lies in your reaction to these ex¬ 
periences. You are continually making choices, either of 
the upper or lower path. If, however, you choose the 
lower — the negative aspect — you must then experience 
the tribulations which are the effects of that course. But 
do not forget that at some time in your past you, your¬ 
self, chose it. 

YOU ARE PART OF THE CREATIVE LIFE FORCE 

Think of the great power which interpenetrates every 
moment of life and being. Think of the creative life of 
nature, forever building, unfolding, and helping the growth 
of the plants. Think of that same creative force hold¬ 
ing the stars in the heavens and guiding the planets on 
their appointed course — that creative life force which 
brings birth and life, death and re-birth, like a vast 
rhythm pulsing through all creation. Think, my dear 
ones, of your own individual lives; of the power which 
supports you, bringing you through your physical ex¬ 
periences of sorrow and suffering today, and weaving 
even thus some form of spiritual beauty into the pattern 
of your lives. 

No soul is forced to any particular form or path, al¬ 
though it must conform to the laws of spiritual life, it¬ 
self being of spirit. While each Soul must fill its place 
in God’s Great Plan of All, it is nevertheless absolutely 
and entirely individual and at liberty to choose to work 
under God’s guidance (which is the divinely easy way) 
or to work under the self, the human ego guidance which 
is prone to many errors and hardships. When you can 
once realize how many paths of progression lie open to 
the Soul, your mind will become attuned to the thought 
of ever-present Divine Love and understanding. Then 
you will wish to cleanse yourself of all intolerance because 
you will see that in every Soul there quickens a funda- 
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mental urge — that each is drawn, because of its very 
essence, on the upward spiral. 

MAY YOU ATTAIN THE LARGER VISION 

Humanity will one day at long last arrive at that stage 
of its evolution when the need for physical life has passed, 
when it is no longer necessary to return (I speak to those 
who are able to understand); but there are still greater 
heights to scale. Life does not become static. The ego 
must still descend again to some aspect of what might 
be termed re-birth, because it is only through experience 
that Man can attain the ultimate. So, my beloved, I 
would give you a thought upon which you can meditate: 
The planetary world — those planets of seemingly gos¬ 
samer matter which radiate light sometimes visible to you! 
These are part of your cosmic journey! 

A true mystical philosophy does not joyfully hug the 
pains of life to its heart. It recognizes that although hap¬ 
piness is firstly an inner condition, it cannot be sundered 
altogether from outer conditions; that the materialism 
which makes light of human will and everything of hu¬ 
man circumstance is as imbalanced as the idealism which 
does exactly the opposite; and that, if the kind of re¬ 
sponse you make to the external world is important, what 
the external world does to you is not less important. 

A true philosophy of spirit has no use for the attitude 
which insists on suffering miseries because it accepts them 
as the inescapable decree of God, or for that other which 
waits helplessly for God to come and deliver it from its 
difficulties. 


WHERE DANGER LIES 

Many Eastern teachers, and even some Western, have 
taught the virtue of letting God manage the Universe 
by not attempting to interfere with what happens, and 
insist that God knows better than you do how to conduct 
its affairs. As a direct consequence of this they have 
preached a cult of complete social and personal indif- 
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ference, with resignation to all that comes to pass as 
being the Will of God. They have also taught their dev¬ 
otees to submit to all events of whatever character, and 
to abstain from interfering with the course of events, as 
some supposed service to mankind. 

Such an unrestricted and unqualified course is some¬ 
times good, but also sometimes dangerous. Submission to 
much is necessary in the course of shedding the human 
ego; of learning to really see yourselves, your self-de¬ 
ceptions (particularly to examine in Light your motives 
which prompt many so-called “good deeds”). The history 
of religion (and by this I mean all Faiths that acknowl¬ 
edge God as the Creator of all things) is quite eloquent 
on this point. How often has selfish priest-craft, serving 
the interests of a discredited group or a corrupt despotic 
monarch, adjured suffering and tormented men and wo¬ 
men not to seek to overcome their tribulations but to 
endure them with courage, and unresistingly, because 
they were divinely willed! How often have energies which 
could have been directed toward improving conditions 
remained unused in useless hopes of pleasing God! 

AS WISDOM GROWS 

The correct attitude must be a flexible one, an atti¬ 
tude of balance. Not anyone can hold his life entirely in 
his own hands. You are all held in the hands of your 
Highest Self at all times. And it is true that God turns 
all circumstances, all events, toward the furtherance of 
the Universal Plan. But this does not justify everyone in 
blandly accepting events always as being God’s immediate 
Will. They may not be so. They may be Man’s will — 
the error of those who would have you submit unintelli- 
gently, uncomprehendingly, and without criticism — in 
which cases they present a test and challenge for you to 
make use of as stepping stones in your journey up the 
hill. In your times of quiet communion with the inner 
Spirit you will come to know and recognize all experiences 
for what they are. 
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If you do not study the lesson and turn inward to seek 
f ull understanding of the experience, seemingly God may 
send the same experiences repeatedly until you cry out 
from the very depths of your self for understanding and 
release. Only then are you freed from the “treadmill” 
of that experience; then, when the lesson is wholehearted¬ 
ly sought, understood, and accepted, only then can you 
progress to a new lesson. But, understand that your 
“troubles” do not come to you by chance. Nothing in 
the universe happens by chance. A Divine Law brings 
them to you for whatever purpose is right for you at the 
time, mostly as reaction to or results of your own erring 
thoughts, as the correlation with your foolish deeds or 
unworthy desires, or as the consequence of your own per¬ 
sonal lack of balance. 

Mere acceptance of the painful consequences of a bad 
karma is not enough. Resignation to the inflexible de¬ 
cree of God’s Will is incomplete. You, beloved brethren, 
must add understanding to the acceptance, comprehension 
to the resignation; otherwise you suffer blindly and de¬ 
prive yourself of much of the profit hidden in your pain. 

A proper use of intelligence may save you from many 
mistakes. A mechanical yielding to what you think is 
God’s Will may, on occasion, cause self-deception, en¬ 
courage laziness and excuse selfishness; whereas, a wise 
resignation is always discriminating, reflective and pro¬ 
found. Intelligent self-effort in difficult situations will 
be squarely met and honestly faced. It is very difficult 
for many of you to learn to “stand your ground” to the 
bitter end when caught up in life’s experiences and not 
flee or turn away from the unpleasantness. Each new ex¬ 
perience, when allowed to fulfill its purpose, becomes an 
asset to human character. 

god’s presence is in all events 

The past world war and the present world crisis have 
dealt shattering blows to the once complacent beliefs 
that the human intellect, unaided by any higher Power 
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or Divine Light, is wise enough to build happiness on 
Earth. The mystical idea of everything to be done being 
done by God, and the materialistic idea of doing every¬ 
thing by Man, are both unacceptable extremes. The 
Philosopher will teach that only in their union does a 
right attitude lie. He will also advocate the exercise of 
human will to the limit, the constant application of hu¬ 
man knowledge in the field of science, and to the im¬ 
provement of life in every direction. 

At the same time Philosophy also seeks to understand 
what is the Divine Will for you, my brethren, and ad¬ 
vocates in every situation the surrender of all these ef¬ 
forts to this higher Will. It gives up all anxiety about 
results and thus keeps its inner peace, but it does not give 
up the efforts which can make or modify these results. 

Life on Earth is as much a part of God’s Kingdom 
as life beyond, and every thing, every thought, and every 
experience here will have its counterpart and continuance 
in the life to come. 

It is only those who have found no sign of God’s Pres¬ 
ence during this Earth life who may well doubt if there 
is anything to follow. The words of Jesus about the many 
mansions in the Father’s House give promise of the ful¬ 
fillment of all you have loved and striven for on Earth. 
By your acts and thoughts, your choices of behavior, you 
make your future and build your mansion in your Fath¬ 
er’s House. It may, indeed, be a mansion; or it may be 
the merest hovel. It depends upon your reactions to the 
experiences of life. Christ goes ahead to prepare the way 
that each Soul journeys, but your thoughts, actions, and 
reactions to your destined Path are yours to determine 
individually. 

It is your privilege, my brethren, and your glory as 
persons to make decisions in which you commit your¬ 
selves. In your intention is all that you are. You decide 
with your whole heart, mind and strength. This is a 
love-choice, a moment of Truth, and because of it you 
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can speak truly of cherishing another and living for an¬ 
other, though there may be suffering and sickness. 

god’s secret ally 

Deep in every human heart God has a mysterious ally — 
a secret ally. It is Man’s power to respond to Him. How 
can this come to pass, beloved brethren? In your quest 
for truth, from time to time you reach a point at which 
Truth is possessed by your whole being. It is a spiritual 
experience rather than the end of an argument. Some¬ 
thing you have known with the intellect becomes a Truth 
to the emotions as well. God’s secret ally whispers in 
regard to some great Truth, such as forgiveness, “This is 
true”, and the difference is as immense as the change 
in the heart when you can say, “I know God for Christ’s 
sake has forgiven me”. This is your recognition of spirit¬ 
ual beauty. 

What strange ally of God is this within the Soul which 
moves you to tears in the presence of some breath¬ 
taking scene in nature, or a child’s face, a violin’s la¬ 
ment, or a lovely voice? Whatever level of character you 
yourselves may or may not have achieved at this time, 
everyone admires the unselfish act, the brave deed, the 
self-forgetting sacrifice. 

However muddled your thinking may be on a hundred 
matters, and however you may differ one from another 
on many topics, no person could ever convince you that 
your sense of values is wrong and that Selfishness and 
deceit were better than love. God has a secret ally in 
every heart which you can call the approval of right. 

In your response to conscience, you know in your 
heart that you did what you did because you wanted to 
do it, though you knew it was wrong. 

That awareness is God’s secret ally, ever pleading His 
cause. When in some secret act of surrender you say 
“Yes” to God, and open every door in the House of Life 
to His influence, you acknowledge that God’s secret ally 
has won. Then a strange peace floods into your hearts. 
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You feel like one who, after much wandering, has come 
home with an inner sense of belonging, of well-being and 
acceptance — loved and understood. “The Spirit itself 
beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children 
of God.” You know you belong! 

FREE WILL — AND KARMA! 

I would point a lesson, my brethren. Those nations 
which are making atom bombs and other hideous weapons 
for destructive purposes, and who are also seeking to 
penetrate the secrets of the upper universe, will reap 
the consequences, though it may not be during this life¬ 
time on Earth. All those who speak and think evil, who 
spread untrue reports, or who slander or decry their fel- 
lowmen, will reap as they have sown, some day, some¬ 
where. 

I speak in love because there is a responsibility in this 
period of danger and unrest to do all that is possible to 
live in harmony and in peace, and to seek to be the 
channel through whom the Love and Power of the Father 
can flow to meet another’s need. You are immersed in 
the Life of God which is invisible and above natural 
laws. You are bom upon this planet of time and space, 
and then you leave it. Your sojourns are fleeting and are 
a reflection of the spiritual realm of Reality — the same 
yesterday, today and forever. 

THE KARMA WHICH BLESSES 

The true Light within each human life rises in you as 
you look upon your brethren with understanding, com¬ 
passion and respect. When you acknowledge the divinity 
of Man and respect the Soul of every one you meet you 
respect his life in every way. This gentle Spirit must be 
brought forth for this is the generation of True Light — 
the Light of Love. 
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Eternal Father, may our beloved brethren be con 
scious of the discarnate companions who walk with 
them, the Angelic Ones, the Saints and Teachers of 
all time. 

May they know of their help by the Power of the 
Spirit, by Thy Love ever with them. 

May Thy Peace dwell with each one and mani¬ 
fest in their daily lives, so that all whom they meet 
may feel the harmony and love radiating from them. 

Amen. 

And may you each be blessed, beloved brethren, 
wherever you may be. 


AZRAEL 



IV 


GOOD AND EVIL 

Both a Necessity in Soul Development 

E vil is a real element in human Souls, independent 
of environment and circumstances. No mode of 
conscious life could have been devised which pro¬ 
vided unalloyed happiness and unmixed goodness at the 
same time that it provided the varied experiences neces¬ 
sary to develop knowledge, intelligence, character, wis¬ 
dom and spirituality in the human Soul. Only by a course 
of changing experiences in which the friction between 
good and evil exists can there be generated within you 
the Power to evolve. 

As you apply heat ( a product of friction) to a given 
area of your physical body to vitalize it and promote a 
more nearly perfect state, so too is mental and emotional 
evolvement dependent upon friction. It is the very strug¬ 
gle itself — the inner struggle between the human self 
and the Spiritual Son, the struggle between evil and 
good — which is the Law of Creation in action. 

I would speak on the most sacred of all books — the 
Bible. There is no suggestion within its pages that the 
Living God declares Himself only through religion. He 
is nature; He is history; He is all things present, past, and 
forever. He is heard through earthquake and invasion 
as well as beside the waters of comfort. The Bible message 
is not all sweetness and comfort because life is not in¬ 
tended to be a passive experience. The very Law of 
Creation and all continuity is based upon friction. The 
entire universe expands and develops through applica¬ 
tion of the Law of Friction. So, also, does Man; both 
in the physical and spiritual sense. 

44 
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Evil is as essential to Man’s development as Good; 
storm is as essential as calm. There cannot be one with¬ 
out the other any more than there can be a top without 
a bottom, a front without a back, nor height without 
depth. All is ordained by God. 

Much in the world seems tragic and is inexplicable 
to most of you as yet. The elemental forces of nature 
and the seemingly tragic catastrophies of history are all 
part of ever-evolving-world demonstrations of God’s Law 
at work. And each of you, my brethren, must come to 
terms with things as they ARE . You do not ask your¬ 
selves what you are going to do about it; the question 
being, “What is it going to do with you; what are your 
reactions going to be?” Reality first confronts you as 
Power. God is the Power that runs the Universe — the 
Reality on Whom all depends and apart from Whom 
nothing exists. 

The Bible does not ask you for belief in Him. He IS, 
else there would be nothing. But Who is He? The Bible 
is not a book about religion but is the record of His 
Self-disclosure, in judgment, in truth, in mercy, and in 
loving kindness. 

No event in your daily lives is self-justifying; no hu¬ 
man experience self-explanatory. Within, beyond, above, 
below, in darkness and in Light is the Living One — the 
One Whose word is spoken as Man, Whose acts may be 
seen in all things, Whose mind and purpose and char¬ 
acter are revealed as He wills to make Himself known 
through events which evoke the response of faith and 
insight. That faith the Bible passes on to the reader, but 
it cannot be won by repetition of scriptural phrases. It 
requires the venture of faith and commitment, the fellow¬ 
ship of a believing community. 

THE INFALLIBLE GUIDE—CHRIST IN THE BIBLE 

The Self-communication of God to you, beloved, must 
needs come through your human minds — a fallible 
receptacle. A God about Whom you could not make 
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human mistakes would not be the God Who speaks 
through the Bible. The fact you must recognize is that 
there is no infallible authority either in a book or in a 
priesthood. For the Christian the sole authority is Christ, 
Himself — the Way, the Truth and the Life — in Whom 
the Word of God is “made flesh” and revealed in terms 
of human thought and experience. 

God, Who at sundry times and in divers manners spake 
unto the Fathers by the prophets, hath in these latter 
days spoken unto you by His Son. He is, indeed, the sub¬ 
ject of the whole Book and the test of the truth of what¬ 
ever is in it. 


DEATH PREPARES FOR GROWTH 

There is an inward growth and development in the 
Christian Soul as death comes to sin and new life rises 
from out of it into God. Jesus taught that those who are 
willing to lose their lives will find them. All this is veri¬ 
fied in wide human experience. Growth, whether bodily 
or mental, implies a continual dying of what has ful¬ 
filled its purpose. In their appointed time all things lay 
down their life as the ultimate contribution toward the 
birth of the new. 

Men and civilizations die through trying too desperate¬ 
ly to live; that is, to live unto themselves. Many a mar¬ 
riage breaks down because husband and wife persist in 
trying to live from separate centers and refuse to let their 
separateness die into the birth of a fused single center. 
Everywhere the same Law is in evidence. To refuse to 
die may be to surrender life. For instance, to refuse new 
ideas results in mental stagnation. He who wills to save 
his life shall lose it. If you hug to yourself that which 
you are at any given time and reject changes you will 
cease to function properly in the overall Stream of Life 
and “that which you have shall be taken from you”. 

But your own Christian insight, beloved, penetrates 
more deeply than that. Death unto sin and new life in 
Christ implies far more than a change of moral attitude 
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or psychological adjustment. What it demands is a re¬ 
direction of the innermost motives of oneself. It is noth¬ 
ing less than a rebirth into Christ; that is, to identifica¬ 
tion of the Self, through the work of Christ in the mind 
and heart, with the purposes of God for Man, as re¬ 
vealed in Him. And that means entry into a changed 
existence. 

INNER REVELATION PRESENTS PURE TRUTH 

Not anyone has come nearer to the perfect form of 
word than that great Initiate, Saint Augustine, when he 
cried, “Thou art more deeply in me than I am myself”. 
And the paradox of his utterance is part of its excellence; 
for you are dealing with a level of consciousness and Truth 
which cannot be wholly understood until one has earned, 
and risen to, that state of consciousness oneself, and per¬ 
sonally received the revelation of this Truth from the 
Soul. Inner revelation presents Truth to the human in¬ 
tellect in such a way that you forever KNOW. You seek 
Truths as revealed to others as a guide and incentive 
toward your own upward struggle and ultimate goal. 

Pure Truth is pure Light — enlightenment, revela¬ 
tion — and you cannot clothe pure Truth in words. Man’s 
attempts to do so have caused many churches to be. 

THE THUNDER OF GOD’S MAGNIFICENCE 

In the prayers of the churches God is addressed as 
Almighty and Everlasting, and the prophet Job speaks 
of the thunder of His full magnificence; and yet in ordi¬ 
nary human experience you know so little about Him, 
some scarcely pay attention to Him without argument 
or exhortation. You acknowledge Him as being so very 
few things, and as having ordained so very little of the 
happenings on Earth. 

Physical nature you must be aware of; its force can 
destroy you. So, also, do great personalities radiate en¬ 
ergy. Is it not strange then that He Who is all energy. 
Who is lightning and light. Whose breath is Life (as 
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spoken of by Job), and Whose voice is thunder, stirs you 
no more than a ghost and seems silent? In past ages Man 
has been aware of God; so aware, indeed, as to be awe¬ 
struck and to plead for help and pardon. The Psalmist 
tells us that nature is charged with the grandeur of God 
and sees Him as under the world’s splendor and wonder. 
God-Power, in the form of nature, transmits the current 
of this Power. 

This is an adequate reply, but the Soul in its loneli¬ 
ness craves a close contact with Almighty Love. It may 
be that in this very loneliness you may come upon the 
more profound answer. Each of you is guided into the 
way that is right for you. You are helped to recognize 
your individual path of experiences of pain (evil) where¬ 
by you arrive at the “Moment of Truth”. 


LIFE IS AN INDIVIDUAL ADVENTURE 

You have to live your lives without compulsion or 
interference from above. That is the price of your lib¬ 
erty. You do not usually ask for God’s interference even 
by a miracle. Life is an individual adventure, bitter¬ 
sweet with its successes and failures, and in it there is 
always the promise of something more, my brethren. 

Life IS conflict. Man is forever reaching out to some¬ 
thing beyond his grasp, pressed into growth by the very 
conflict he dreads — the conflict which is life itself. Is 
not this happening to individuals and nations now, and 
has it not been the pattern seen in history throughout the 
ages? 

If you look back on history you will see how great na¬ 
tions rose and fell — the Roman Empire, Greece, Egypt — 
and now Britain is no longer an Empire. Her Sovereign 
rules over colonial states which have their own hard-won 
governments. Is this not the change caused by inspired 
desire for freedom and progression? No war nor any form 
of conflict can prevent this repeated striving of Man 
and nations (indeed, all of God’s creation) for what thev 
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consider their rights and their place in this ever-changing 
world. 


YOUR ASSURANCE OF ETERNAL GOOD 

If, beloved, the Word comes forth out of the Heart of 
Things and reveals the Creator as a God Who cares, this 
gives you an ultimate security and the knowledge that 
you are not alone. When the Living God, as the Christ 
within, inwardly reveals Himself to your human intellect 
and claims your Soul, then you are delivered from all 
doubt and you know you matter to the Eternal Will. 
The private trouble of your hopes and fears, your de¬ 
feats and victories, are seen in their true relation to the 
greater Plan; to the Divine Purpose of grandeur im¬ 
possible for you, as yet, to fully comprehend — the Divine 
Scheme of Creation purposed in the Christ before the 
worlds were made. 

When God is known, through Christ, in love and holi¬ 
ness, the whole of creation is known to be safe and holy. 
The Incarnation hallows all life. From this revelation 
the followers of Jesus can move out in trust and confi¬ 
dence over the widest range of thought and activity. Re¬ 
member the great Initiate Paul said, “For all things arc 
yours; life or death, things present and things to come.” 
All things are yours, for “ye are Christ’s; and Christ is 
God’s.” 

Heaven and earth, Light and darkness, Good and evil 
are equally full of His Glory. I pray for your early reali¬ 
zation of this Truth, and your change of attitudes and 
approaches to people and situations that are a part of 
your conscious life. 

There is a hymn in your churches which says, “Change 
and decay in all around I see”, and you cannot deny 
its truth; but, not only decay meets your eyes, my breth¬ 
ren, but growth and the emergence of new values are 
also there to be seen. Beyond question, change seems the 
dominant factor of your existence and this in itself is a 
source of disquiet. In what can you rest if all is chang- 
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ing? Science has enlarged your vision of universal change, 
and the starry heavens which used to be thought the 
image of eternity are now known to be in constant move¬ 
ment and development. Yet science itself cannot really 
get on without the Eternal and Changeless because it 
has to assume that the laws of thought are valid always 
and everywhere, and that the laws of nature which it 
discovers hold good for all time. There is cyclic change 
in manifestations but the Reality of the Universe — the 
Laws of God — ARE. 

One of the principal gems of Knowledge pointed out 
by all religions, and which became known through revela¬ 
tion, is that God does not change, but eternally IS. “Thou 
art the same and Thy years shall not fail.” With this 
insight the old conception of the Realities as being ca¬ 
pricious, all too human beings who could be cajoled and 
kept in good humor, was swept away, and the Apostle 
Paul was right in dreading that his pagan converts might 
be lured back into it. You, too, beloved, with your gam¬ 
blers’ devotion to the Goddess Luck, should heed the 
warning that the Determiner of Destiny is the Eternal 
and Changeless One. 

In war evil always appears in its worst form and its 
effects in their most widespread form. With the discovery 
of the atom bomb and nuclear power the pathway lead¬ 
ing to a large part of the human race is open to their 
physical destruction. But this will not be because it is 
not in the Father’s Plan for His people — for Himself. 

THE LESSER EVENT PREPARES FOR THE GREATER 

The Christian story did not begin with Jesus the Christ, 
but with John the Baptist; and the First Gospel opens 
with an account of his appearance and of his ministry, 
and the baptismal ceremony he practiced was the out¬ 
ward symbol of the drastic inner change he required. 

Great as the Baptist was, he is remembered not for 
his own sake but as the forerunner of One Whom he 
acknowledged to be greater than himself. In him the old 
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order reached its consummation, and as it “passed on” 
there came forth from it the new and better order. And 
although he would point the way for others, he did not 
enter himself. 

If you are told of the wistful question he addressed 
through some of his disciples to Jesus at the height of 
the Galilean ministry, “Art Thou He that cometh, or 
look we for another?”, you may know the reply which 
those disciples took back to him in prison. You are not 
told how their teacher, John the Baptist, received it. 

What made the message of Jesus, while apparently the 
same as that of John, so fundamentally different? Each 
spoke of the Kingdom of God and each summoned his 
hearers to repentance. Yet, for one the Kingdom was a 
fiery judgment, and for the other a Kingdom of good 
news of mercy. 

The work of the Baptist was (and is) essential as a 
preparation because the mercy of God is sure to be mis¬ 
understood and abused where it is not rooted in an in¬ 
flexible righteousness and sincere holiness. But it could 
not suffice of itself because beyond the heights you climb 
by moral effort there are those heights to which you can 
rise only in grateful response to a Love that has descended 
to seek you <>«£■—the Christ Love. 

John was true to his mission to the end; fearless in re¬ 
buke of self, relentless in arousing Man to fight and 
struggle, showing no sympathy (which would have tended 
to weaken Man’s will to increase his efforts, and under¬ 
mine his determination), inciting mankind to prepare 
the way for the coming of their Christ. He scoured and 
cleansed Man’s thoughts and attitudes; he served as the 
rough element of friction which is required for the 
achievement of spiritual awareness. 

"is there a devil?” 

I have listened to talks given in some churches, also 
on the air, wherein the question “Is there a devil?” was 
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asked. Young Christian seekers are told to “renounce the 
devil and all his works”. Does such a being exist? 

I will answer this question: Religion has always taught 
both good and evil. There is the wily serpent who en¬ 
ticed Eve, resulting in Adam and Eve leaving the Garden 
of Eden. Then comes the story of Satan — an Angel in 
the Court of Heaven, you are told, who was allowed to 
torment Job, though in vain because Job had persistence 
and patience. Last is the war in Heaven, when Michael 
cast Satan down to Earth, there to do his worst for a 
short time. This is the teaching given to many, but it is 
not wholly the Brotherhood teaching, as you who read 
the Angelus know. ( The Angelus contains the teachings 
of the Great White Lodge given each month by Azrael 
to those who qualify.) 

The temptation of Jesus brings this evil power into 
common life. It arose from His baptism when the Voice 
from Heaven said, “This is My beloved Son.” His des¬ 
tiny, thought of from boyhood, was now sealed. But how 
should it be fulfilled? With the grandeur of a king, like 
David, or the humility of the suffering servant? Both 
courses were open and a vivid struggle was inevitable. 

Here the “devil” enters, and he knew his part well. 
He suggests no petty offences, but a line of life: “Why 
go hungry? Why not enchant the crowd by display? 
Why not claim mastery of the world at once?” The 
underlying motive was: Look after yourself first (which 
is only natural, for the temptations were made by the 
human self). But the glitter of power, seen for a mo¬ 
ment, was rejected, even though a Cross appeared in 
its place. 

Was the devil a real being? Clearly not. Only God is 
omniscient. Yet, life is a struggle and every struggle in¬ 
volves an adversary for friction and balance. If the 
“devil” is within you .it is none the less dangerous, in¬ 
asmuch as you must challenge it with all the Truth and 
good you know. The privilege of choice, that reflection 
of the Divine Nature, demands that you pursue a course 
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that brings no shame. Jesus told his Disciples to choose 
the narrow way and, though errors occur on the hard 
journey they can be remedied. See with what gentle¬ 
ness He treated sinners, both men and women; but when 
Peter asked Him to change His course the answer was 
the crushing “Get thee behind me, Satan”. 

The wise Earth teacher must warn his children against 
spiritual laziness and the danger of indifference which 
may forestall one’s challenging of the adversary, but not 
with undue stress as though the devil ruled the world. 
Hope and joy are the marks of the followers of Jesus 
and, although the journey has its hardships, it is not 
gloomy all the way. 

Everywhere there are signs that the Divine Power is 
working in your world right in the midst of each of you. 
But eyes that are not spiritually opened naturally fail 
to recognize this. You would do better, my brethren, to 
complain at the presence of your own blindness rather 
than at the supposed absence of God’s activity in all 
things. What you see in the world’s present state and 
past history depends upon what you are within your selves. 
If you are morally crooked you will regard most of those 
you meet as so. If you can find no deeper meaning in 
your own nature, no higher purpose in your own life, 
you will see none in the world around you. The discovery 
of a Divine Self in your own heart will be a pointing 
finger to the presence of Divine Mind behind the whole 
of the Universe to which you belong. 

CHANGE PRECEDES GROWTH 

As you evolve in knowledge and consciousness you 
change your views as to what is or is not desirable. As 
God sets the different pieces of the mosaic world-pattern 
more and more into place, displaying the pattern ever 
more in Truth within your unfolding Christ-conscious- 
ness, your attitude toward the ills of the world will 
change and expand. The change is slowly and reluctant¬ 
ly made but in the end the Soul is unable to resist mak- 



54 Third Book of Azrael 

ing it for, to the extent that it deserts the ego’s little¬ 
ness and responds to the Higher Self’s leading in other 
matters, so it must respond here. 

The Soul’s highest change results from the discovery 
of its Divine Self, at which time this relativity of evil 
becomes perfectly plain and the progress of the Soul 
against the background of Eternity becomes perfectly 
visible. 

If, my brethren, from the highest point of view only, 
evil is an illusion, and if good is its opposite, you might 
ask whether good, itself, be not an illusion also. I reply: 
There are two “goods”; there is a relative one which is 
evil’s true opposite and illusory, and there is the absolute, 
eternal Good which is a quality of the one Infinite Life- 
Power and encompasses All. 

EVIL SERVES A NEED 

Evil has an endlessly real existence in itself. In your 
ordinary human mentality you find it incredible. An 
almost Tibetan solitude of living is needed to bring one 
to the state of understanding wherein this is mentally 
acceptable. What you have to learn (though I know 
this statement will, as yet, be difficult to accept) is that 
the Divine Thought of the Universe is not only perfect 
and good in its first and last stages, BUT ALSO IN ITS 
PRESENT STAGE. 

If it is hard for you to understand this, it may help you 
in gaining understanding to compare humanity’s ex¬ 
perience of evil “reality” with a sleeper’s experience in 
a nightmare. The hideous or hateful features he sees 
are unquestionably present to the mentality of the man; 
the torments and terrors very real. Yet, after waking, 
all these are seen for what they are, recognized in wake¬ 
fulness as being what they actually were in the sleep 
state — merely ideas. 

The practical view is quite true, the view that evil is 
a widespread, powerful, but limited factor in human ex¬ 
istence. Nevertheless, from the ultimate philosophical view 
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it is not what it seems to be. It certainly exists, but such 
existence is relative to the human body and mind with 
its finite thinking. Its presence is not to be denied, but 
awakening into a higher state of consciousness is to be 
earnestly desired. 

Both evil and suffering have been allotted roles in 
human development from its very start. These have not 
appeared by accident or by any unexpected “fall”; they 
have not been introduced against the Divine Will by 
some satanic power. The fall into sin and the experience 
of pain are integral parts of the Cosmic Plan. The Divine 
Wisdom is as much at work in them as anywhere else. 
That which is faulty is human perception, human im¬ 
patience, and human limitation. 

It is his individual quality and degree of consciousness 
which makes one man see only evil with its lowest in¬ 
terpretation where another will see both good and evil, 
as well as understand that human evil is the consequence 
of both the human free will and natural human evolu¬ 
tion. What is this opposing force in the end but your 
personal ego — the lesser and lower part of your human 
self — with correspondences in the outside but unseen 
world? Its presence in your life provokes you into over¬ 
coming it or yielding to it. If the first, it has led you to 
work for your own improvement; if the second, it has 
led you to acknowledge your own weakness. Sooner or 
later the unpleasant consequences of such weakness will 
lead you to fight it and develop the power of your own 
will. Thus the mission of evil is to stimulate you into its 
own destruction. Immediately and directly it can either 
strengthen or weaken you; but in the end it can only 
strengthen you. 

YOU ARE THE ROOT OF YOUR OWN EVIL 

With the recognition that your faults punish you and 
your weaknesses betray you, with a wise and impersonal 
attitude toward your troubles (whatever your personal 
feelings may be) you can turn them into assets. But if 
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you allow those feelings to sweep you into bitterness, 
hatred, resentment, malice, fear or selfishness they will 
remain as debits. It is not only unscrupulous conduct 
and injury of others that brings eventual retribution. 
Bitter thoughts and resentful feelings, negative ideas and 
unbalanced emotions will affect not only the quality of 
a man’s character but, if prolonged and strong, will also 
affect the quality of his fortunes. 

Troubles may come which would not otherwise have 
come to him; enmities created or kept alive which would 
not have touched him; or, touching, would have died 
down. Your actions, my dear brethren, are largely pre¬ 
determined, and your own fortunes predestined, by your¬ 
selves. Both arise out of your own natures. With all its 
blunders and all its sins, humanity may profit by its suf¬ 
ferings, by its blood and tears, and reach forth to grasp 
the great Truth — that a Divine process of compensa¬ 
tion and justice does rule the world of Man. 

I hope, my beloved brethren, the teaching I sometimes 
give to you is not too difficult to be understood by some 
who read it. It is necessary in these last days, when his¬ 
tory is so often being made in seemingly sad and tragic 
ways, that a full understanding of the Bible be given, 
because God works out His purpose year after year. Hold 
fast to this knowledge for your Soul’s sake. It is the 
answer, too, to the negative mood when you feel there 
is no meaning in existence in your human lives. The 
meaning is the Purpose which, in part, you are able to 
understand or to glimpse, and which you can either fur¬ 
ther or temporarily hinder. Your high privilege is to be 
workers together with God. 

May the Peace of the Great White Spirit be in your 
hearts. Follow in the footsteps of Jesus, your Lord, and 
abide always by His example and, as His soldiers, fight 
the good fight and give His teachings in their fulness 
to all who labor in His vineyard. 
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We pray. Oh Father, that our dearly loved Earth 
brethren may know within their hearts that there is 
nothing outside Thy Consciousness; that nothing can 
go against Thy Will or exist outside Thee. 

May each one therefore recognize in this great 
Truth the knowledge that they can never be lonely 
nor yet afraid, and that they will find in deep medi¬ 
tation a sense of immortality which will slowly, 
gradually and imperceptively permeate their whole 
being. They will then see the meaning of many in¬ 
spired words of great mystics and writers, and com¬ 
prehend the hidden longing to be always turned in¬ 
ward toward the Source of Knowledge. 

Thy illumined children cry out: “O World, why 
in the midst of your sorrowful, unreal existence are 
you unable to see the Truth — to comprehend that 
there is not nor ever will be any other goal but ut¬ 
most love and devotion to the Highest?" 

We pray with all our brethren that wisdom may 
prevail at every conference and that Thy Will be 
done on Earth as it is in Heaven, now and always. 

Amen 



V 


THE TRUE MEANING OF PEACE 
The Understanding Heart 


T oday Mankind is seeking religion from a sense of 
insecurity and inadequacy. He recognizes his dire 
need of aid in the struggle to defend himself 
against hostile powers (both natural and supernormal) 
which threaten his welfare. He also learns from experi¬ 
ence the inadequacy of his own capacities and resources 
for the satisfaction of his desires and the attainment of 
his purposes. Looking back over the centuries, Man can 
find ample cause for gratitude in the blessings which he 
owes to Him who was bom in Bethlehem. God has 
answered humanity’s prayers for help to enable Mankind 
to meet their present problems. 

We hear today, beloved brethren, the voices of hatred 
and desire for revenge; we see retaliation heaped on the 
innocent victims of Man’s lust for power. Misunder¬ 
standings, hatred and cruelty come to those who have 
never turned inward to the place of silence, and who 
have thus never found that inner peace without which 
no outward peace can be achieved. 

If you ask God for peace you cannot expect His an¬ 
swer to take the form of a grant of more power to sub¬ 
due oppression, nor of more cleverness in the negotiating 
of peace terms. What you can expect is that God will 
send into your hearts the Spirit of Him Who is called 
the Prince of Peace. If Mankind can surrender to the 
guidance and influence of that Spirit, God will develop 
in them the goodwill which is the only basis for a just 
and lasting peace. 

When tempted to become worried, anxious, fearful, 
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as you are prone to be in this present time of strife, turn 
your thoughts to the still places and remember the Lord 
thy God is thy Shepherd — He will never forsake you. 
Accept your humility of spirit, but with knowledge that 
His way is the right way even though it leads alternately 
from the hilltops to the valleys. Seek for the quiet mind, 
for in the Eternal Peace of God shall be your strength. 
He will fill your cup of joy. He will lead you even through 
the shadows of the valley of death but you will fear no 
evil. Your joy will be unbounded and you will enter into 
the Kingdom of your inheritance which you will have 
earned. 

Psychology is in agreement with the teachings of 
Christianity as to the fundamentals of peace. It upholds 
the belief that outer peace is dependent upon the inner 
peace of the individuals of the human race. For the 
Initiate, however, this unifying influence both comes from 
Christ and is Christ, Himself. He not only gives peace, 
He IS our peace. And He is the fount and center of all 
true and lasting unity; so He must be the center of the 
life of each of His followers. It should therefore be the 
aspiration and the prayer of every Christian to make 
this centrality a fact of his own experience, and to en¬ 
deavor to express it in his every action and in all his 
relationships. 

Peace is a state of serenity and joy, having neither 
greed, desires, instincts nor impulses; with no compul¬ 
sion of any kind — a state of inner harmony and en¬ 
lightenment, a state of perfect recognition between Soul 
and personality. 

In the stresses of life and the upheaval of change, my 
brethren, think of the life of Jesus and you will quickly 
realize how busy He always was. If you read the Gospels 
you will see the tumultuous demands upon Him and the 
pressure of events upon His peace. Yet never once do 
you get the impression of one who is overwrought, im¬ 
patient or irritable. He spent half the night with a real 
seeker and gave up a much needed rest to talk with a 
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woman by a well. There seems always to have been a 
poise of Spirit, a quiet heart, an inward peace. Far from 
depending upon others, He was a refuge for every hunted 
spirit and brought the peace of God to every harassed 
mind. 

What was His secret? He lived in such awareness — 
such a high state of consciousness of His oneness with the 
God of All — that He knew at all times what the Father 
would have Him do. He moved from task to task within 
God’s Will. Even seeking Souls such as you can follow 
Him here. 

If you allow the demands of tomorrow and the next 
day to loom up too distressingly, or if you let the pressure 
of the demands made upon you overwhelm you, you can 
lose your peace. But if you live one day at a time and 
say, “This is what God wants me to do NOW and when 
I have done it I shall know what to do next,” then you 
can keep a quiet heart. 

The Holy Writ says, “As thy day so shall thy strength 
be.” You are allotted the strength for your daily needs 
only. Therefore, if you borrow troubles from the un¬ 
known future or out of the past you are forced to rob 
today’s accomplishments of their full share of your 
strength in order to apply any strength at all to those 
things which you wrongfully bring into today. The re¬ 
sulting unbalance disturbs your peace. Remember, you 
cannot get tomorrow’s strength (neither physical nor 
spiritual) until tomorrow. Why then, beloved, try today 
to shoulder tomorrow’s responsibilities? 

When Jesus declared that peace-makers were blessed, 
He was not thinking of statesmen or potentates, nor of 
nations, but of those who would be members of His 
Father’s Kingdom. As in all the beatitudes He is deal¬ 
ing with the question of what kind of person will be ad¬ 
mitted to that fellowship. He does not assert that peace 
is a blessing. He asserts that those who strive toward it 
and who make it are blessed. Thus, you see that peace 
has to be made by each of you. It is not something that 
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happens or can be had for the asking. It requires in¬ 
dividual diligent effort. 

The peace-maker, beloved, need never be unemployed. 
Those who seek to practice this art are rare, for it is 
indeed a difficult one. It demands an exceptional insight 
into motives which may be very different from what 
they appear to be. Only if you have true spiritual per¬ 
ception and intuition can you correctly assess a situa¬ 
tion and judge when a tension has become so acute it 
is the perfect time to bring it “into the open”, as you 
say, and trust that it will be resolved by a painful but 
enlightening moment of Truth. 

But before you can act as peace-maker for another, 
you must first attain that state of consciousness within 
yourself. This is the point where you are most likely to 
fail in your appointed role. You cannot stand outside 
the tensions which you hope to relieve, because you your¬ 
self may be involved in them. Only the pure in heart 
have earned their inner peace and sufficient loving de¬ 
tachment to succeed as peace-makers for a fellowman, 
a group, or a nation. 

The states of nations are but expressions of the states 
of mind and Soul of Man. If you would strive for in¬ 
ternational peace seek first the way to peace within 
yourself. Otherwise your judgments, criticisms, and ef¬ 
forts (good intentioned as they might be) might be adding 
to the overall state of dissatisfaction and unrest. Your 
chief duty to Mankind, and thus to your nation, is to 
first be true to yourself; find your inner core of peace 
and Light, then release your Self as a beacon to light 
the way , instead of talking about it. 

There was a Saint in the 4th century, St. Jerome, who 
is here in the Realm of Spirit. He described the tragedy 
of the Roman lands, the massacres, the lootings and 
burnings, and the disintegration of family and nation. 
Everywhere grief, sorrow, and the shadow of death. That 
description would seem to have been made of the world 
as it is today, and as it has been repeatedly throughout 
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history. Can you wonder that safety and protection is 
the general theme of prayer both in the churches and 
outside them? 

Yet, to pray for peace may become merely an incanta¬ 
tion and a salve to a Christian conscience. Peace in the 
sense of no war (whether hot or cold) could probably 
be had now at a price which Christ’s followers have no 
right to pay. Godly peace must be built on true justice 
and respect for Man’s dignity and freedom. Effortless 
comfort must not be your aim, either for yourself or 
your fellowman, my brethren. 

As followers of the teachings of Jesus you cannot ex¬ 
pect material, mundane security. There are wild ele¬ 
ments in nature; indeed, in all phases of the manifesta¬ 
tions of God, both visible and invisible. And there shall 
ever be the underlying force of conflict beneath the 
stream-bed of history, for friction — conflict and dan¬ 
ger — will always appear in mortal life. It must never 
be assumed that prayer will make your lives easier. Prayer 
gives strength to wisely meet what must be met in Life’s 
journey. 

The peace of God is not merely the absence of war, 
but the rule of justice and charity; and that cannot hap¬ 
pen until the Kingdom of Christ is fulfilled. No true 
Christian, or follower of any Faith that stands for justice 
and love, can doubt the eventual coming of peace through 
the achievement of justice in the community, and in the 
social and international relationships. This IS the Will 
of God for ALL His children. 

The supreme task for you, beloved brethren, is dedi¬ 
cation to the elimination of the causes of war and the 
bringing of creative peace to your world. And the task 
begins within each of you. DO NOT LET YOUR EF¬ 
FORTS BE TOO LATE. 

Jesus prayed, “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace 
whose mind is stayed on Thee.” You cannot, of your¬ 
selves, keep that state of peace. It is not you who keeps 
your mind in peace, but Christ. Your role in the effort 
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of attaining peace is that of keeping a “single eye” upon 
God. The reward of peace is bestowed at the time and 
in the manner decreed by the Christ as Willed by God. 
This core of quiet at-one-ment with God holds you in¬ 
wardly inviolate and apart from the outside conflicts 
and strifes even though you continue to find yourself in 
the midst of them. 

There are many who do not attempt to live accord¬ 
ing to the Divine Law of Love, but who resist all ex¬ 
periences not to their liking; who stand up for self and 
act according to worldly standards. For such there is no 
rest; for them no peace. The desire to seek knowledge 
of Man and of God has not yet been born within them. 

The Peace of God is the place wherein God dwells, 
and it is a haven which will guard all your thoughts of 
heart and mind. You can do nothing of yourselves ex¬ 
cept to continually wait upon God in prayer. Then, if 
you do your part, the very Peace of God is your pro¬ 
tection and you are in union with the Whole —• the 
Great Harmony of the Universe. You will be “in the 
world but not of it.” You will no longer need to partake 
of the agitation and turmoil of the world; rather, the 
world will partake of your inner peace and outer calm 
as balm to its hurts and anguish. 

St. Paul urged his readers to strive unceasingly for 
that quietness of mind which would enable them to look 
after their own affairs without distraction. But this state 
cannot be achieved by the policy of shutting your eyes 
to the conditions around you. If you refuse to take no¬ 
tice of the troubles and unrest of the world in which 
you dwell you are not only withdrawing your help when 
it is needed, but you are trying to set up a private fool’s 
paradise. You cannot really retire from the responsibilities 
of your membership in the nation nor your oneness with 
all of the human race. The quiet mind must be the out¬ 
come of victory over anxieties; not of running away 
from them. 

The ultimate destiny of the world (as apart from its 
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immediate destiny) is to become more spiritualized. Each 
one who believes this will understand that society is as 
good or as bad as the people who compose it; that there 
is no magic which can make a good civilization out of 
bad individuals or a golden new order out of bad char¬ 
acters. There is need of fine character to guide a people, 
not cheap slogans. In the end, my brethren, humanity 
will be driven to seek its true spiritual teachers. As with 
the progression of the individual himself, after all other 
guidance has been tried and has led to ruin and mutual 
destruction, no other refuge is left but in the One Who 
forever awaits Man’s return to Him for salvation. 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

Great Spirit of Love, may our beloved brethren 
be receptive to the vibrations which come direct 
from Thee so that they can develop that Soul mem¬ 
ory which will bring progress and illumination to¬ 
ward the goal desired by each one. May they be 
true to the Highest within themselves, for then they 
cannot be false to any man. May Thy Peace bless 
their lives now and always. 


Amen 



VI 


PLANETARY LINKINGS OF THE 
SEVEN SOUL CENTERS 

Find the Keynote of your Soul 

B eloved brethren of Earth, you are all seeking har¬ 
mony in every form of life and many of you un¬ 
consciously try to find the harmony of Heaven, or 
the Spirit World. It is possible you may be trying to de¬ 
velop the spiritual sense to hear and see the forms of 
life, and their accompanying music, behind the physical 
manifestations. All through the ages certain schools of 
thought have been endeavoring to hear the music of 
the Heavenly Worlds. In the early Egyptian schools we 
find primitive sounds of music which seem to indicate 
that music lies in the Soul of Man. For we might say 
the seven harmonies are contained in the seven planes, 
the seven bodies, the seven Soul centers of Man. 

Most of you who read my words will know that Pytha¬ 
goras discovered the seven notes of the scale. He made 
his discoveries on mathematical calculation, and in the 
Greek Temples in ancient days music was introduced 
into many forms of religion and healing, even in mental 
and physical culture. 

Also, the buildings of this Grecian period were actually 
pieces of music insofar as they were built to the exact 
harmonious measurements in relation to the harmonic 
scale. The Brotherhood Altar in the London Lodge has 
three steps leading up to it. These three steps are worked 
out mathematically as three notes of music. There is a 
Cube on top of the steps, representing the four elements 
of creation: earth, air, fire and water. The three steps 
represent the God-way which the spirit has to travel — 
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the notes it has to sound to light the Lamp of the Spirit 
which is placed on top of the Square — on top of the 
Earth, or Earthy part of Man. The Altar illustrates what 
I mean for it is worked out exactly to the scale of musi¬ 
cal harmony. Out of his experience, Pythagoras dis¬ 
covered this relationship. 

There are to be found seven predominating notes or 
sounds throughout creation. Written above the entrance 
to the Greek Temples of old were the words: “Man 
know thyself and thou shalt know God and the Uni¬ 
verse.” All secrets are to be found within Man’s being. 
Throughout nature there are to be found these seven 
rays, seven forms of life. In the flower world and in the 
animal kingdom we find these seven rays represented 
and expressed in form. The Wise Ones linked these seven 
sounds, or the seven notes of life, to the seven planets; 
and these seven life-streams, or notes, were controlled 
by the seven Grand Angels — Great Beings — the 
Seven Angels ’round the Throne as taught in the Revela¬ 
tion of John, the Beloved. 

According to Greek scholars, each planet sounded a 
note of music in this System; and, according to the dis¬ 
tance of the planet from the earth, just so would the 
sound be regulated. Thus Saturn, farthest from the earth, 
sounded a somber note, and the Moon, being nearest 
the earth, sounded a much lighter, higher note; while 
Venus, the bright morning star, sounded an exquisite, 
deeply musical note resembling silver bells. Each planet 
correspondingly sounded the note relating to Earth. 

The influence of the planets was not wily upon hu¬ 
man life, but also upon natural life. There are certain 
flowers very definitely linked with certain planets. When 
you are planting in your gardens, think on this. 

Remember, my beloved, all life is Law. This is seen 
in every department of life. Thus we see that music is 
exact calculation and based on mathematics. Perfect 
form and rhythm is based on music. Color, which is the 
result of musical vibration, is based on the same. Per- 
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feet order IS throughout the universe. It is possible for 
all who read my words to discover the relationship be¬ 
tween themselves and these seven harmonies. Every Soul 
center in Man’s being is related to the note sounded by 
the planet and vibrating on a particular plane of con¬ 
sciousness, or life. 

There are seven planets linked to the Soul centers of 
Man. These are. Mercury, Venus, Jupiter, Mars, Saturn, 
the Moon and Earth. And then there is the sun which 
shines upon each of the planets. The other planets in 
this system influence exoteric conditions which are re¬ 
lated to political and material aspects as they affect 
mankind. 

The planetary influences are as follows: 

Sun linked with heart_love, perfection 

Mercury linked with head_.knowledge 

Saturn linked with throat_.creative sphere 

Moon linked with organs of generation......physical Earth 

Venus linked with spleen_vital life force 

Jupiter linked with solar plexus_desire, emotion 

Mars linked with base of the spine __.wisdom 

Saturn is the planet which is supposed to be “un¬ 
lucky” but the Angel of the Planet Saturn (which casts 
gloom over the Earth) is really the Silent Watcher over 
your lives. He teaches you patience, and he will not al¬ 
low you to pass onward to the next plane of understand¬ 
ing until you have learned those lessons vitally important 
to you. 

Man is the highest of the dwellers on the planet Earth, 
but as Earth is only one of many planets warmed by 
the sun, the sun is only one of a myriad of similar suns 
which are so far off you barely see them and you group 
them indiscriminately as “stars”. 

You may therefore reasonably conjecture that in some 
of the innumerable worlds circling around those distant 
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suns there must be beings far higher in the scale of 
existence than yourselves; indeed, there is no knowledge 
which enables Man to assert the absence of intelligence 
anywhere. 

The existence of higher beings, and of a HIGHEST 
BEING, is a fundamental element in every school ot 
religious creed. It is unwise to think of that planet on 
which you dwell as the center of the Universe, and that 
the sun and all the stars are subsidiary to it. Yet there 
are some who, in a self-glorifying instinct of the human 
mind, think this is so and deny the existence of Higher 
Powers and wider knowledge than they themselves pos¬ 
sess. Knowing nothing of the Universe, they are pre¬ 
pared to limit existence to that of which THEY have 
had experience, and to measure the universal in terms 
of their own understanding. It is obvious that no con¬ 
ception of the real magnitude and complexity ot ex¬ 
istence has ever illuminated their view. It is necessary 
to open the mind to these facts, and not to diminish 
by denial the knowledge that will bring enlightenment. 

You are surrounded always, my beloved, by a guidance 
exercised by the Divine Spirit; in no way in the nature 
of compulsion, only a leading, helpful influence which 
you can resist if you so choose. Remember that you can 
tune in to these higher vibrations only through the har¬ 
monious conditions you keep around you. Therefore, try 
always to be as harmonious as possible in mind and 
heart. When conditions around you are inharmonious, 
don’t let these discordant notes sound throughout your 
being. Tune in to the one Key-note of your Soul. This 
is the vibration from the Sun, related to your heart 
center — the Christ within you. The note of Christ will 
harmonize all discordances which are thrust upon you. 
Maintain perfect peace within and remain impervious 
to everything that is harsh and hurtful. 
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Peace be in your hearts. Search for pure Wisdom 
of the Spirit — the Wisdom which perceives God’s 
Law working in your own lives and throughout the 
Universe. Let Love and Service to all mankind be 
your watchwords. 

Peace, my beloved. Peace . . . Peace . . . Peace 
unto you. 


AZRAEL 



VII 


COLORS AND THE SEVEN SOUL CENTERS 
OF THE BODY 

Your Musical Tone 

M .y beloved brethren, consider how color and tones 
are related to the seven Soul centers in tht 
body, these centers located in the head, heart, 
throat, spleen, solar plexus, the sacral center at the base 
of the spine, and the organs of generation. 

When you meditate, beloved Earth brethren, realize 
that within the pineal gland in the head there is to be 
seen a beautiful soft and pale yellow color resembling 
sunlight. Visualize the sunlight itself and you will bring 
into operation your higher mind, and this higher mind 
forms the bridge between your human personality and 
the highest aspects of your being. Visualize, therefore, 
the sunlight because this is the ray of color upon which 
the higher mind, the spiritual mentality, functions. You 
may possibly have realized that in this sunlight you can 
visualize (in fact you should be able to see, beloved) 
the presence form of your Teacher. Here, during your 
meditations, during your prayers, the vibrations of the 
light of the Great Master of Masters can be felt. 

Color, which is light, is a great help in spiritual de¬ 
velopment. Each of your Soul centers responds to a color, 
and each center responds to a note. The seven primary 
colors and the seven musical notes permeate Man’s be¬ 
ing. If you practice frequently in meditation you should 
be able to register these waves of color. 

Sometimes the colors which surround certain people 
may seem harsh, even ugly, to one who is evolved, but 
not so to the Soul who is content with these particular 
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colors. The vibrations in a public place are often harsh 
and crude, as are the colors emanating from the vibra¬ 
tions. When you begin to bring your higher mind — 
your spiritual Self — into action, you will feel crude 
vibrations acutely and you will sense ugly colors which 
will whirl all around you, making you conscious of dis¬ 
comfort and disharmony. There is then the question of 
whether to run away or to close that particular center 
which is being afflicted by those vibrations. I think, be¬ 
loved, the latter is the best plan. Learn to “close the 
door” so that you can move freely in public places, and 
keep the Temple unstained by seeking the Christ pro¬ 
tection in your innermost heart. Draw your conscious¬ 
ness inward to the protection of your own heart center. 
If possible, make the Sign of the Cross over your heart. 

There are some who are partially developed psychic¬ 
ally, and who go about with their defences unguarded. 
As a result ugly colors and elemental forces find en¬ 
trance into their Temple and cause suffering and dis¬ 
turbance. Therefore, my dear Earth brethren, learn to 
keep the door closed. If you have the power to open 
the door on the pale yellow ray then you must also learn 
to close it at will so as to safely live in Earth conditions. 

Around you now, as you sit quietly, if you will open 
your inner eyes you may see beautiful waves of color. 
These colors are made up of your Soul notes. You, in 
common with all of humanity, have one dominant note 
or tone in you. This you unconsciously sound and it sends 
forth colors. You are in a sense listening to me, and your 
thoughts are unconsciously picking up the beautiful in¬ 
fluences and vibrations of the Teachers on the Higher 
Planes — the Guardian Angels and Friends who would 
help you. 

You may also be conscious of another thing. It is 
this: There is more teaching being given to you than in 
my words alone, because there is a way which Teachers 
use — there is a reservoir of spiritual Power, Truth and 
Wisdom. According to your need, according to your own 
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“sound”, or note, you will attract that which is being 
poured into this reservoir. Some will draw upon the blue 
rays, others the soft pinks; some of you will find har¬ 
mony and sympathy with the violet rays, and others with 
indigo. According to your need at any given time, you 
will find this spiritual Harmony, Wisdom and Truth. 

So, not only the words you hear or read stimulate your 
Earthly minds, but the vibration you yourself create 
causes you to respond — to draw to yourself these spiritual 
Truths which are projected into your Prayer and Medi¬ 
tation group when you meet, or which dawn upon you 
as you read these words. 

Raise your consciousness, beloved, and send out a 
thought of aspiration to the Infinite. See the colors as¬ 
sume shapes and listen for the musical note! 

I will describe a hall in which beautiful music is be¬ 
ing played. This hall will become filled with color and 
form. Those who attune themselves closely will feel a 
positive hurt if some noise or shock interrupts. Sudden 
noise causes a breaking down, a shattering of the colors 
and form. In some lovely orchestral concerts there ap¬ 
pear the most exquisite forms, sometimes of large flower¬ 
like figures; and I have seen a great fountain playing. 
I have seen the sounds gather in the center of the hall, 
and far beyond the limit of the building itself I have 
seen the sprays of color which were also like a joyous 
fountain. In the neighborhood of a building where beauti¬ 
ful music is being played, a great harmony falls upon 
the Earth. 

In the future, in this new Age of Aquarius, you will 
find, beloved brethren, that sound, music, and color will 
be important to all mankind. Now it is only a few who 
study and understand. You have contacted your higher 
mind through the sunlight color. That is your way of 
approach. 

Remember, when you sit in the group of the Brother¬ 
hood before the Altar that the Higher Worlds interpene¬ 
trate that room or Temple for worship; therefore the 
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Earth world should fall away from you. When you close 
your eyes you close your vision to all that is Earthly. 
Open your higher vision and you will find yourself in 
your spiritual home. That which you can register in 
your imagination through your own creative power while 
of that Higher Mind, you will bring through to your 
human brain and thus see something of your true spirit¬ 
ual home. 

I revert now, beloved, to a teaching I gave you in 
the past but which may be new to some of those who 
read it here. In the “Upper Room” of the Shrine in 
Southern California near the Pacific, where we assemble 
for prayer and meditation, there is a Light from the 
Higher Spheres which blends the color of blue for prayer, 
the rose of love, and amethyst merging into purple for 
high spiritual exaltation and inspiration, bringing a de¬ 
sire for unity and peace throughout the world. 

Some will find the color of sunlight to be their true 
color; some may find a soft green, others see wondrous 
snowcapped mountains with the sun tipping their peaks 
in a soft rosy glow; and some will find blue and per¬ 
haps see angelic forms. The predominating color which 
comes to you, through no conscious seeking on your part, 
you will find to be your color — the ray under which 
you work. It may be red, soft pink, or an orange flame 
color — the second ray. It may be yellow of the third 
ray, perhaps green of the fourth ray, or blue of the fifth 
ray, or indigo of the sixth. And, lastly, some will find 
all shades of violet to be their natural color — the seventh 
ray or seventh note. 

All life is made up of these seven notes, seven colors. 
All life is color, light and perfume. This, beloved, is the 
essence of spiritual realization, or the true Knowledge 
of these inner planes of life. 

FOLLOW THE CHRIST WAY 

The Hindus and other Eastern races, before commenc¬ 
ing meditation, chant the same sounds or notes many 
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times. To some of the white races this may sound heathen¬ 
ish and peculiar because the white man does not under¬ 
stand that the tones cause the higher bodies of the stu¬ 
dent to become harmonious. This is why music is so 
helpful. It is for you, my beloved, to sound the PURE 
note and thereby draw the good and pure vibrations. 
You can use the knowledge I have given you wisely, 
and on a pure and holy vibration, or on the elemental 
vibration. Should you use it on the latter you will bring 
into operation unevolved forces; but if you use it always 
on the highest plane of consciousness you will bring into 
operation the heavenly manifestations you desire. 

We do not advocate the Eastern method of develop¬ 
ing these centers, but we do say this: Through living 
truly in Christ, the centers of Light will open naturally. 
Gardeners experiment with flowers and fruit and plants 
to force their growth, but there is always a risk and the 
outcome cannot be assured. Let the subtle centers in 
your own bodies open and unfold through the inner 
life — through the attunement of the self to the Christ 
Self and through selfless service; then you will develop 
naturally these centers of Light and Power within each 
of you. 

To return to color: Every motion and inspiration pro¬ 
duces its own definite color, each visible to those with 
inner vision. Blue is the color of prayer. This has been 
known throughout the centuries by those with inner 
vision. Spiritual ambition manifests as a brilliant orange; 
and the higher aspect of your being is a pale yellow or 
sunlight. These colors are full of vibrant life and lumi¬ 
nosity, and it would be impossible to reproduce them 
exactly on the physical plane. 

Love shows itself as a soft rose which becomes purer 
and clearer as love becomes spiritualized. Amethyst, and 
all the more subtle shades of violet, are the colors of 
achievement and high aspiration ever seeking the deep 
spiritual issues on the Planes of Light. 

Find your own particular color ray, my brethren, and 
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you will find unfolding before you your pathway to 
knowledge, to the unveiling of the Truth within you, 
and the way to harmony and peace. Then you will be 
able to yield your hearts, overflowing with love, to the 
Father Almighty with thankfulness for the beauty of 
spiritual life, for the opportunities of service, and for the 
joy of your creation. 

Therefore, beloved ones, keep your thoughts construc¬ 
tive. Do not let them ever be negative. No matter what 
happens around you, go firmly along the path; do not 
look back, but constantly look forward and carry your 
Light on high. Let its beams shine around upon all those 
whom you contact. Keep the Christ Life ever before you 
and remember the path the Master trod. In this way the 
centers within you — the windows of your Soul — will 
open naturally under spiritual guidance. Do not force 
the opening for those centers are psychic and very subtle. 
Keep to your path and wait upon the Lord. 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

Amidst the turmoil and strife of the world of 
men, may Thy children, Oh Father, feel the peace 
and radiance of the Spirit which they can seek and 
find within their own hearts, and from which center 
Thy Voice will speak to them. 

In forgetfulness of self may they enter the realm 
of service, both in the Heaven world and upon this 
plane of matter. 

We pray that each of our beloved Earth brethren 
may so rise in consciousness that they will KNOW 
that the Angels which surround Christ, Thy Son, 
ivill be their helpers and their friends in time of need. 

Bless each one, we pray Thee, irrespective of ra6e, 
color or creed, and grant unto them tolerance, fore- 
bearance and understanding in this time of unrest 
throughout the world of men. 


Amen 



VIII 


THE AURA AND ITS FRAGRANCE 

The Spiritual Significance 

I would speak about the aura so that it may be more 
fully understood. The aura is attached to the etheric 
body and, depending upon the conditions govern¬ 
ing the physical life of the Soul, it can be seen either 
as a glorious radiant emanation standing out around the 
human body, or it can be seen drooping and stained with 
dark crude coloring indicating impurity of thought and 
body — selfishness and unkind actions toward those Souls 
traveling the same path. 

We have made reference to the aura on many oc¬ 
casions in our monthly publication, but we know there 
are some who read the message of the Angelus who do 
not understand what the aura is, nor what its influence 
is on human lives. Those who already know will not mind 
a repetition of this teaching if it is helpful to those new¬ 
comers, and may even welcome it for themselves. 

There are certain people who are “sensitives” or who 
have an extended vision which enables them to see the 
aura. Some have called it a halo, and in many pictures 
representing the Master Jesus and the prophets there 
can be seen this halo around their heads. We would 
emphasize that every person has an aura but that there 
is a very great difference in its quality because the beauty 
of color and light in the aura of the spiritually evolved 
man or woman can be felt by those they meet in their 
daily life; and particularly can its influence be far reach¬ 
ing and effective. 

The aura surrounds your physical body, my brethren, 
like a sheath, and may extend a few inches or several 
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feet out around you, depending upon the vital force with¬ 
in you or the quality and development of your spiritual 
consciousness. Within the aura can be seen from these 
spheres your spiritual evolution of love, prayer, and high 
aspirations, which give forth exquisite colors. The effect 
of your thoughts is also clear to us. If, as you pass along 
your way, your aura is bright and filled with color you 
can restore the peace where there is disharmony, bring 
comfort to those who suffer bereavement, and healing 
power to the sick, because their auras will mingle with 
yours and unconsciously you will be rendering service 
to your brother Man. 

The aura of perfect health is radiant and clear, stand¬ 
ing out firmly around the head and body and vibrating 
with light; whereas the aura of the sick droops and is 
faded, dim, and of a sickly grey, indicating the condition 
and usually the seat of disease. Those who give way to 
violent tempers, passionate anger, and revengeful thoughts 
can cause great harm, both physical and mental, to those 
around them because through their auras are fiery darts 
like rapiers stabbing into the aura of anyone near them. 

The aura, my brethren, is the sensitive “surround” of 
everyone and registers their thoughts, desires, and the 
degree of their spiritual evolution. It is also the chart 
of good or bad health. Remember, therefore, your in¬ 
dividual responsibility to consciously keep your aura pure, 
bright and ever vibrating love and good will; thus you 
will render service to all in every walk of your daily life, 
and in doing so will be blessed. 

THE FRAGRANCE IN A SPIRITUAL AURA 

What you may not realize, my beloved, is that the aura 
of a human being emits a perfume, and the more nearly 
purified you are by Love the sweeter the fragrance of 
the aura. You may think the aura is sweet only in an 
imaginary way but this is not so. The vibrations of the 
aura are beautiful but the sense of perfume is very strong. 
Indeed, to the highly advanced Angels the aura of an 
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ordinary Earth person may even be offensive, and when 
the individual desires to hold communion with the Holy 
Ones the aura must be purified so that its perfume may 
be acceptable. 

Love is the great perfumer, and those who are ad¬ 
vanced on the path of spiritual evolution are able, even 
when still dwelling in an Earth body, to smell the aura 
of their companions. I repeat, Love is the perfume that 
purges all that is impure and causes radiance once more 
to shine in the aura of your brother pilgrims, my dear 
ones. Different qualities of the Soul create perfumes. In 
the seven colors of the spectrum are seven different per¬ 
fumes. 


INCENSE SYMBOLIZES PRAYER RISING 

Incense is used because incense helps the conditions 
by purifying the atmosphere so that the Higher Ones 
are able to come into Earth conditions without dif¬ 
ficulty. In the Temples of the spirit world we find fra¬ 
grant incense because even in the spirit world these 
methods are used to make contact with the Higher 
Realms. 

Prayers, true aspirations of the Soul, are seen to 
ascend to the heavens like curling incense, and those who 
pray have auras that shine as clear lights, which can be 
seen from the Spirit World and also by those who are 
evolved in true understanding on the Earth plane. Your 
thoughts are also seen, as I have said, and known by 
your auras. They are necessarily mixed because they are 
tainted by the influence of the body. Remember this 
and recognize the true Spirit within yourself and in your 
companions. This is the greatest way in which you can 
help your brother — by loving that which you all have 
in common, the true Spirit of God. 

If you were to visit the cave of a Master in the Hima¬ 
laya Mountains (or in any other place) you would find 
a truly beautiful perfume. This development of the sense 
of smell in these higher planes of life is a special line of 
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development. The five senses of the physical have their 
corresponding spiritual senses. The physical body is the 
Temple of the Soul. Eternity is before you, my beloved, 
in which to use your gifts to the best purpose. 

A MEDITATION IN THE TEMPLE OF PEACE 

When you meditate, sometimes center the senses on 
perfume and visualize this Temple, small and circular 
and with a domed roof, set in beautiful woods. In the 
center is a small Altar, and upon the Altar is a beauti¬ 
ful pure white flower on which the rays of the sun pour 
through the white pillars on which the roof rests. This 
Temple is the Temple of Peace, and the white flower 
sends forth the perfume of peace. These Truths are 
Eternal — a part of the Cosmos. Healing comes by 
music and perfume employed in the spirit spheres for 
those who come in the astral body for treatment while 
the physical body sleeps. 

YOUR THOUGHTS CREATE YOUR AURA 

Control your thoughts, dear ones, for the mind is the 
most necessary instrument toward healing and the free¬ 
ing of your bodies from illness. But above all keep your 
minds pure and unspotted so that your auras may be 
filled with beauty and thus from them rays of Light may 
be poured forth upon this troubled world, bringing heal¬ 
ing and peace to all those who come within their radiance. 

Realize, beloved, that each of you possesses an aura 
of the physical body, and it is composed of some physi¬ 
cal matter; there also being auras of the subtler bodies, 
and they inter-penetrate the physical. 

We would say that each of you senses his own aura 
and you have no choice but to live within it, as it is a 
part of yourself. It is most intimately connected with 
your daily life because it is permeated with your character 
and is therefore a reflection of yourself. 

Your physical aura surrounds your entire physical body 
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and extends generally about one inch; it can, however, 
be greatly extended and it can also contract. Here again 
it is governed by your own individual moods. Not only 
does your aura extend beyond your body, but it per¬ 
meates it as water permeates a sponge, so that your whole 
organism is suffused by its aura. Also, it is protected by 
its aura, and possibly this protection is one of the aura’s 
most important functions. 

Remember, my brethren, you do not live altogether 
in a physical world; you reach out beyond the physical. 
Your feelings, desires and emotions touch and register 
upon outer worlds composed of the feelings, thoughts 
and emotions of your brothers. Should they be strong and 
vibrant they will have their effect upon these others. 

Always remember you are surrounded by the thoughts 
and feelings created by those around you. You become 
practically immersed in them, and feel you cannot escape. 
You can, however, protect yourself from anything evil 
or antagonistic in the thought world surrounding you. 
And this brings us to the brighter colors, beloved brethren, 
to those clear and lovely hues which can suffuse the aura. 
These are the protective colors against the ugly negative 
colors we have referred to. 

Courage, hopefulness and health are infectious in the 
best sense of the word, insofar as they can affect others 
with like qualities. It is the influence in the aura and the 
thought power of a true Teacher which reaches to and 
holds his followers. The same thing happens in a negative 
way when the terror of a few can cause an entire audi¬ 
ence in some densely packed environment to panic in 
case of fire, with terrible results. 

Recall how St. Paul told his followers to “put on the 
whole armour of God”. It is possible he had in mind 
the aura, as no greater or more potent safeguard against 
peril of mind or body can exist, if the aura be pure and 
bright. 



81 


The Aura and Its Fragrance 

THE AURA REVEALS YOU 

One other thing we would like to bring to your minds, 
my brethren. We were present when the trials of the war 
prisoners were taking place in Germany. I do not like 
the word “criminals” applied to any one nation because 
we know there were such in every nation. I would tell 
you how we grieved over the auras of both the judges 
and the condemned. In the former, the colors were shot 
with red and barbed with hate, thus suffusing their own 
bodies with violence. In some instances we know that ill 
health followed many after the trials were finished. The 
auras of those being tried were pitiful and heartbreaking. 
They drooped over the bodies of those sad and suffer¬ 
ing ones in a gray-blue cloud which had its influence 
over all who were there. 

We can see the auras of those now discussing peace, 
and we can see by their colors whether they seek power 
for their own satisfaction, or whether they have the good 
of their fellowmen at heart with no thought of national 
or personal gain. 

There are certain ones today who can see the auras 
of those about them. The one through whom we speak 
has this gift, and at times it causes her real suffering in 
her heart. The aura of a person cannot deceive; it al¬ 
ways speaks the truth, being a positive reflection of that 
which it reflects — you as your self is, not as you think 
you are. 

To be a successful healer, you must be able to see the 
health conditions in the patient’s aura. This can be 
achieved by concentration and by a great love of God 
and all Creation within the heart of the healer. The 
healer’s high vibration of Love goes forth to fuse with 
the lower vibration of the suffering one. Thus the ad¬ 
monition, “Physician, heal thyself!” The healer must first 
be healed. 

We would repeat, my brethren: Watch over your 
thoughts because you can help or hinder the evolution 
of your brothers with whom you come in daily contact, 
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and you can also make forward progress yourselves as 
you strive for purification of your thoughts. We suggest 
that you sit quietly in meditation, beloved, and we will 
help you to understand this message. 

There is a way whereby, with practice, the aura may 
be seen by some with inward development and a deep 
spiritual understanding. Sit facing a large mirror in a 
slightly darkened room. Watch very carefully for a long 
time and you may possibly become conscious of a bright¬ 
ness, or perhaps a better term would be a transparent 
haziness around your head, which may stretch out from 
about one inch to possibly one foot. It will be interesting 
to practice this method. And with time and patience 
you may succeed. 


TRUE MEDIUMSHIP 

I think it would be well to mention the subject of 
mediumship here; a word which has been so abused and 
misunderstood as to make the gift of mediumship ap¬ 
pear to be something to avoid at all costs. I would im¬ 
press upon those who read my words that all through 
your Bible mediumship has been demonstrated. There 
is nothing new in it; but public opinion, based on pre¬ 
judice and fostered in ignorance, still associates this gift 
with a low type of fortune telling. Its early form was 
divination and it is as old as human history, but the 
study of it on scientific lines is of very recent application. 

Life after death, survival of personal interest in the 
daily lives of those left on Earth, by communication be¬ 
tween discamate and incarnate, is proved through me¬ 
diumship. I would give you, my beloved Earth brethren, 
an illustration which may prove helpful. If a traveler 
visits a foreign country and is unable to make himself 
understood, he may need an interpreter. A telephone 
call places you in contact with those who are not with 
you and whom you may not have seen for years. Do you 
despise the interpreter or the telephone operator? Is it 
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not absurd then to despise or turn aside from those who 
have the gift of mediumship? 

There are two states of existence on spheres cut off 
from each other by a difference in vibration. The bar¬ 
riers on the Earth plane are caused by your physical 
limitations — by your lack of knowledge and by your 
inability to raise your own vibrations to a higher plane. 
There are also barriers on our side (not of the flesh) 
which prevent your friends here from hearing you on 
your vibration. At some remote period in your human 
history it was discovered that certain people were so 
psychically attuned that their vibrations could contact 
the other world, and thus make it partly visible, while 
they themselves were visible as lights to the Spirit World. 

The gift of second sight, which was acknowledged in 
the past, and the modem development of clairvoyance 
and clairaudience are nothing more than a natural vi¬ 
bration between the two states of being. Mediumship 
is a natural (though supernormal) fact and therefore 
there should be no prejudice. “Try the Spirits and see 
they are of God” is the only way to prove truth and 
sincerity. And remember that fradulent imposters are 
NOT genuine mediums. 

I am anxious to disabuse your minds, my dear ones, 
of the fact that there is anything wrong in mediumship, 
which gift seems to be associated with spiritualism. And 
I do not decry or criticise spiritualism which has brought 
relief and comfort to many sorrowful and stricken hearts 
in many parts of the world. Beloved ones, how but 
through a medium or channel could I give you advice 
and knowledgeable help from this Higher Realm? The 
gift of mediumship is a spiritual gift if regarded as such; 
and if given in love and in service, and with not thought 
of self, it brings blessings to those who receive and to 
the one who serves humanity in this way. 

There are two kinds of mediumship, the physical and 
the mental. The former is control of the body and the 
brain of a certain human instrument who is endowed 
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with certain attributes which render him or her a chan¬ 
nel through which a discamate being can demonstrate. 
The latter is a matter of a human being having the 
ability and capacity to turn inward — one who has 
passed an initiation on the path of spiritual evolution 
and who willingly yields his or her brain in a true desire 
to render service for the benefit of mankind. 

Cherish such loving service and its giver and realize 
that at times a weariness of body and mind is the 
penalty paid by those who serve thus. Harsh criticism 
and misunderstanding on the part of those without knowl¬ 
edge are also their portion on the Earth plane sometimes. 
But they are guarded and restored by those Higher Ones 
for whom they work; and true, loving service brings its 
own reward to their hearts and lives and in their spiritual 
progress toward the ultimate goal of all humanity — 
spiritual perfection. 

You need not pass through physical death, beloved 
brethren, to make contact with the planes of spirit life. 
You can respond to their influence while you dwell on 
Earth. You may draw your experience from your lower 
material self or from your own inner state of joy and 
harmony. You do not need a high degree of intellectual 
attainment to enter God’s Kingdom of thought; just the 
trust and simplicity of a little child. 

There are only a few of the Higher Brotherhood who 
speak through a human channel though there are those 
on the Astral Planes and the Plane known as the Sum- 
merland who, in their evolutionary path, use a medium 
for the transmission of messages of help to the newly 
bereaved, or to seek to right a wrong, and they bring 
great comfort in so doing. But it should be remembered 
that when contact is established and the help is received 
the departed Soul should be released from lingering near 
the Earth so that it can go forward and continue its work 
in its new surroundings in the World of Spirit. 

As one of the Higher Brotherhood it was my choice, 
inspired and accepted by God, our Father, to bring the 
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Teaching of the Great White Lodge in the Highest 
Sphere to this planet through one chosen human chan¬ 
nel and no other. We of the Higher Brotherhood each 
work on a certain vibration, or Ray, and it would not 
be possible for me to do this work through another chan¬ 
nel, as there are no two vibrations exactly alike. 

After so much talk about spiritual phenomena, it may 
seem strange that I should say this to you; but I do say 
it, and most emphatically: TO DWELL ON PHE¬ 
NOMENA IS OF NO MOMENT because, my beloved, 
when you have balanced your physical and spiritual 
forces, hidden things will be revealed to you and you will 
then know that you, yourself are the veil which clouds 
your understanding. Seek ye first the kingdom of Di¬ 
vine Mind, and the understanding of all else shall be 
added unto you without your seeking it. 

May peace be with each one, and may you be filled 
with the Light which radiates from the heart of your 
Father, beloved brethren. Pure Truth is Pure Light; 
seek and you will find it. The Father of all is ever wait¬ 
ing to give His All to the persevering ones who find the 
Hidden Kingdom where ALL IS, and who knock upon 
its door with spiritual humility. 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

Eternal Spirit of Love Which is Light, may Thy 
children rise above all fears of that which is un¬ 
known to them, and of death. May each one sur¬ 
render to Thy Will, Oh Father — to the Light and 
the beauty of Thy Spirit. We know that in this way 
each will receive a great out-pouring from the Be¬ 
loved Son which will be a blessing unto them. 

We know there is in each human heart a feel¬ 
ing of love, though for a long time this may be stifled 
beneath earthly veneer brought upon them by liv¬ 
ing lives of selfishness and even cruelty. But we know 
that when the true higher Love finally comes, there 
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comes the at-one-ment with Thee, the Source of 
inspiration, and the knowledge that this may be ob¬ 
tained in meditation and prayer. 

We pray that all our brethren may recognize this 
infinite Power and yield to it so that they may en¬ 
ter the Temple of Light. 


Amen. 



IX 


CLAIRVOYANCE AND CLAIRAUDIENCE 
Spiritual Signposts 

W hen you have but one powerful aim in life and 
all that you do is in some way connected with 
achieving that goal, and if that goal is reunion 
with God, the Father, you will observe that all the things 
which make up your daily living contributes to your 
spiritual development in one way or another. As you 
advance in humility and reverence, more and more in¬ 
ner avenues of learning will gradually open for you. Two 
such avenues are clairvoyance and clairaudience. 

There are receiving centers of inner hearing just as 
there are outer organs for receiving outer sounds, and 
there are inner seeing centers which receive outlines of 
forms — pictures (sometimes in color) which are called 
clairvoyant impressions. These are not to be confused 
with visions, dear ones. Clairvoyant impressions are us¬ 
ually impressions of things, places, circumstances, which, 
by knowing, you can more readily grasp what it is God 
wishes you to do, where you should go and what you 
should believe. In other words, they are helpful sug¬ 
gestions; whereas visions are visual revelations of a Truth 
concept. 

You can acquire the power to “tune in” by disciplin¬ 
ing your thoughts so rigidly you can create a vacuum of 
silence and curtail all thinking action within, yet remain 
conscious. There is a fine point — dead center — of 
absolute balance between the awake and asleep states 
where there is a void, and that void is God Conscious¬ 
ness, or Pure God Mind. 

Every creation of All Creation has its God-center 
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wherein there is no pro and con, no active and inactive, 
no good and evil, and no thought. (There could not be 
thought for thought is not stillness and void). This is the 
state of perfect mental equilibrium students of the oc¬ 
cult constantly strive for. They apply the most rigid 
discipline to their minds and bodies for long periods of 
time in an effort to achieve utter stillness and then ab¬ 
solute quiet wherein lies union with God. 

Recall that I said it is possible to learn to tune in by 
means of discipline. This is human will forcing some¬ 
thing which rightfully belongs under the jurisdiction 
of God’s Will. The unfoldment of the inner senses is a 
gift bestowed by the Higher Self when you have spirit¬ 
ually unfolded to the point of having earned it and are 
ready to use it spiritually. Man can only do so much; 
then the fulfillment is up to God’s discretion. 

Actually, the senses of the physical body, as with all 
of the body, the Soul and both minds, — conscious and 
subconscious — expand and rise in consciousness as Man 
persists in following his “blueprint of life’s goal”. As 
Man’s thoughts become spiritualized and more nearly 
Christ-like, so does his body, and the senses are gradually 
inwardly expanded to reach the superconscious. The re¬ 
ceiving ability on the inner side is awakened, revitalized, 
and becomes useful as a tool by which you receive spirit¬ 
ual guidance. When allowed to develop naturally, these 
gifts require no striving, no concentration, no physical 
restraint, and absolutely no force. 

There are some Souls whose inner senses have been 
developed during past incarnations; and in some cases 
these Souls begin quite early in this life to experience 
clairvoyance and (or) clairaudience, usually without in¬ 
tellectual knowledge of what is happening to them and 
to what purpose. 

Man does not carry his mentality, his intellectual rea¬ 
soning power with him from one life to another. There¬ 
fore, he is bom in mental ignorance of the world and 
of his body each time he reincarnates. While he is still 
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in a state of physical-plane ignorance, his permanent 
faculties (some of which may be spiritually developed) 
carry on from where they left off in the previous state 
of consciousness. Thus it is that some persons who ap¬ 
pear to be far from spiritual in intent or in their way 
of life, have the divine gift of transmuted senses operat¬ 
ing within them. They are envied and sought after by 
many, and in their ignorance they too often use these 
divine gifts in wrong ways and for wrong purposes. When 
this happens, their blessing becomes a curse. Anyone 
who misuses spiritual gifts invariably suffers at the time 
Divine Law designates. 

When an earnest seeker of Truth, through his en¬ 
deavors, has been given the gift of Divine Perception 
(either clairvoyance or clairaudience, or both) the ex¬ 
perience of being shown the way of Truth and of hear¬ 
ing words and sounds from Divine sources, teaching, ex¬ 
plaining and illustrating the hidden meanings in Scrip¬ 
tures, the Reality of Man — and in due time even hear¬ 
ing the Voice of God claiming him to be His own — is 
reward beyond any he dared believe would happen in 
his present lifetime. 

This, my beloved ones, is what your experiences with 
clairvoyance and clairaudience should be like — beauti¬ 
ful and spiritual, yet only a means to the real goal. 

I cannot emphasize too strongly that these gifts, of 
themselves, are not spiritual, nor do they necessarily de¬ 
note conscious spirituality in all the persons having the 
gift. It does denote that such persons are now, or in a 
previous life have been, spiritually advanced; but the 
present individual temporary personality might be quite 
undeveloped and that person living in some quite un¬ 
inviting manner (working out his karma). If such an 
undeveloped person has the gift of inner perception, not 
knowing it to be a divine gift intended to serve as a 
receiver of spiritual aid, he might use the information 
for egotistical purposes or monetary gain. When this 
occurs, the divine messages are withdrawn. And it is 
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then that Man’s subconscious mind projects images by 
means of the now idle channels. 

For a long time such persons do not realize that they 
are no longer receiving divine messages of spiritual aid. 
The subconscious mind is so devious and clever it easily 
fools the unwary. Actually, that which the person re¬ 
ceives is the other end of that which he formerly gave 
played back by the subconscious. In other words, what 
conscious mind puts into the subconscious is reversed in 
the same manner your physical reflection is reversed when 
you look in a mirror. The physical eye receives the image 
in exactly reversed order of that which you put into it, 
and the subconscious mind being the “pole of polarity”, 
or opposite-mate to the conscious mind, returns to the 
conscious mind the reverse of what it received. 

Thus you see how it is that reversed images, opposites 
of Truth, etc. are fed to your conscious mind by the sub¬ 
conscious through the inner eye and ear when they are 
not being used for purely spiritual purposes. Unfortu¬ 
nately a great number of such persons exist today on 
your Earth — people completely duped by their own 
subconscious thoughts and images. Because their human 
ego is fed by the thought of having “special” talents 
which their neighbors do not enjoy, it is most difficult 
for them to admit this state of affairs to themselves, 
and even harder to admit it to others when they do 
finally realize the truth. 

Remember, my beloved ones, if your intent and pur¬ 
pose are of the physical plane level of consciousness the 
result, or manifestation certainly will be, too. If you are 
spiritually cleansed enough to experience intent and pur¬ 
pose which are pure in heart — divinely introduced to 
your thoughts, or inspired — then that which you in¬ 
wardly perceive will be divine also. If you use force to 
employ clairvoyance and clairaudience you get only re¬ 
flections of what is already in your own mind, something 
you have previously received, read or studied. You do 
not receive different or higher or new concepts from 
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either outside your own mind or within. Subconscious 
mind merely fools your conscious mind into thinking that 
it is seeing or hearing something else; but actually it is 
a reflection of itself — concepts out of its own subcon¬ 
scious — and even that is distorted because the one thus 
engaged doesn’t view it with honesty in the light of what 
Truth he does know, and he doesn’t seek to find more 
Truth in which to examine it, being hypnotized by his 
own reflections. 

When one is led astray into this bypath of spiritual 
seeking and mistakes it for The Path, the longer he 
remains on it the farther he gets from the Path of Truth. 
The greatest task Man must accomplish in his climb, 
or ascent in consciousness to unity with Pure Thought, 
is that of ridding the subconscious mind of all concepts 
which had ever been placed in it. Not one impression 
can remain — not one placed there by conscious mind 
of Man — for every one is the reverse of that which is 
so. Impressions received from God are the only ones re¬ 
ceived from within the mind rather than as a message 
conveyed to it from without — from conscious mind. 
These Divine impressions, arising as they do from the 
center of the subconscious mind itself (the supercon¬ 
scious), cannot be reflections. They have to radiate out¬ 
ward from within, casting no reflections of themselves; 
carrying the pure thought messages to the conscious mind. 
The entire operation is reversed when God uses the inner 
sensory organs and implants Truth. 

I hope your understanding has been increased and 
that you will accord spiritual gifts the reverent respect 
which they deserve, and, my beloved brethren, do leave 
God’s tools in His Hands; do not tamper with them and 
thus delay your own spiritual progress; for such tampering 
(whether deliberate or done in ignorance) does bring 
one’s spiritual growth to a halt. So long as one keeps 
feeding his consciousness with the same old concepts 
which he himself planted in the subconscious mind, he 
just keeps feeding off himself in a physical-plane circle. 
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His thoughts keep making the rounds from subconscious 
to conscious and back again. No new or spiritual con¬ 
cepts have a chance to enter because they can only oc¬ 
cupy space which has been vacated by the old. 

Most of you will have experiences with clairaudience 
and clairvoyance fairly early in your conscious spiritual 
striving toward Truth, especially when you have become 
deeply engrossed in meditative contemplation of God. 
God employs your inner senses when it is His time to 
do so and in His way; the time and way being that which 
is exactly right for each individual. And only He can 
know that time and way. 

When your active thinking and subconscious concepts 
have been sufficiently cleansed, God will point out to each 
of you your next steps, and help you evaluate the pre¬ 
ceding experiences, by means of straight and immediate 
transference of thoughts and ideas from God Mind to 
individual consciousness. You will no longer need the 
“illustrations in the book” in order to understand — to 
receive the context of the message. Complete ideas will 
flow into the consciousness as fulfilled concepts, together 
with an awareness that “This I KNOW; it is a living 
part of me — Truth, Eternal Self.” Your conscious mind 
may need to envision such revelations at times, so it 
creates images for them, images which you call visions. 

So, my dear ones, do not allow yourselves to be led 
into bypaths or detours by your own subconscious minds 
or by anyone else from astral, or lower planes, employ¬ 
ing the inner senses. These senses are not intended to 
detour you, but to assist you in taking the right turnings 
at crossroads you will encounter on the Path. Recognize 
them as God’s signposts and, after studying and observ¬ 
ing them so thoroughly you understand their helpful 
message, continue on your way, leaving the signposts 
behind in as good condition as when you first discovered 
them. Do not attempt to take them with you on your 
spiritual quest. And remember that there is a Divine 
penalty for tampering with any part of His domain, and 
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these gifts of clairvoyance and clairaudience are exactly 
that. 


☆ ☆ ☆ 

A PURITAN or PILGRIM PRAYER 

I ask Thee not, O Lord, for fame, 

For wealth, or power, 

Nor that the world may know my name 
For one great hour. 

But give me Love within my soul 
For those I meet ; 

And confidence in Thee will make 
My life complete. 

That I may do with all my heart 
Each daily task, 

And Faithfully may fill my place, 

Is all I ask. 

Amen 

May understanding hearts and pure desire be yours, 
my beloved ones, that God’s Light may fill your 
mind, soul and bodies. 


Azrael. 



X 


THE THREE WORLDS IN WHICH 
MAN FUNCTIONS 

Body, Soul and Spirit 

S o many terms and phrases are used in reference to 
the invisible — the astral, mental and spiritual 
planes; and so much confusion exists as to the Soul 
and Spirit, and as to the etheric, astral, and emotional 
bodies, that I should like to endeavor to make these sub¬ 
jects clearer for your understanding. 

The Scriptures, which were given to Earth as your 
guideposts, give Spirit, Soul, and body as constituting 
all of Man. Spirit is / AM, the same in character as 
Divine Mind, or God. Soul is Man’s consciousness — 
that which he has apprehended or developed out of 
Spirit, also from the impressions that he has received 
from the outer world. Soul is both conscious and sub¬ 
conscious. Body is the form of expression of both Spirit 
and Soul. In its invisible forces it expresses Spirit, and 
in its seeming materiality it pictures the limitations of 
Soul. When Man puts out of consciousness all limita¬ 
tions and realizes the perfection of Spirit, his body will 
be perfect; in other words the salvation of the Soul re¬ 
sults in the redemption or spiritualization of the body. 

The ether, the astral, and the Soul are virtually one. 
It is in this realm of the Soul that ideas first take form. 
The Soul is not the realm of God ideas, but is the second 
emanation in the Creative Law. This is the “garden” of 
Genesis 2:8, in which are all possibilities. But the Su¬ 
preme Being lies deeper than Soul. The mind must grasp 
ideas in their absolute, unrelated, and unlimited degree 
before God can be comprehended. 

94 
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THE SOUL 

Man is eternally one with the Father in His Divine 
essence as the Divine Will, but when that Will is sent 
forth to carry out the ideals of the Father — Wisdom — 
a condition is set up, a state of consciousness called the 
Soul, and its outer court is called the body. 

This realm of “things made,” or consciousness of con¬ 
dition, is termed the Soul. The body as the outer court 
of the Soul, is an exact representation, in form, of the 
ideals that are revolving in the inner realms of its domain. 

The planet on which you live, my brethren, is a type 
of every man’s Soul. The solid part represents the body; 
the electrical currents that permeate it from center to 
circumference, and far beyond, represent the passions and 
emotions of man; the clouds are a fit symbol of human 
thoughts that have been thrown out by the discords of 
unwise thinking. 

All these are things, and are undergoing constant 
change. They appear to progress from lower to higher 
forms; you have observed this progression and called it 
evolution. This perpetual change is symbolic of Man’s 
consciousness — which is going through just such an 
evolutionary process as is observed in the planet. The 
ego is always building or tearing down, and these states 
and conditions are the evidence of its handiwork. 

The difference between soul and spirit, also the dif¬ 
ference between the Spirit of God and the indwelling 
Christ, is as follows: The Soul touches both the inner 
realm of Spirit, from which it receives direct inspiration, 
and the external world, from which it receives impressions. 
But as Man brings into expression the original purity of 
the Divine Consciousness his Soul is purified and estab¬ 
lished in its primitive innocence. 

the spirtt 

The Spirit is the Divine Center in Man and is always 
in the Absolute; it does not become involved in effects 
but stands as the creative Cause of the absolute good. 
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The indwelling Christ is the Son of God, or spiritual 
nucleus within each individual, about which all your 
thoughts must harmonize before you can bring into ex¬ 
pression the Divine Consciousness. The Spirit of God is 
the Divine Consciousness carrying out the Christ ideas. 

Spirit is a name for God. Spirit and Mind are synony¬ 
mous; therefore we know God — Spirit —as Mind, 
the one Mind, or Intelligence, of the Universe. 

THE HOLY SPIRIT 

The source of all manifestation is in your mind. This 
is exactly like the Father — is the Father in degree. An 
idea arises in a man’s mind of something he wants to 
do; this idea is the Son. He expresses that idea in defi¬ 
nite thought; that is the Spirit going forth to accomplish 
that whereto he has sent it. The Father is Principle. The 
Son is that Principle revealed in a Creative Plan. The 
Holy Spirit is the executive power of both Father and 
Son carrying out the creative plan. Thus we might also 
say: Father is Being in the Absolute, the unlimited, the 
unrelated; Son is I AM identity of Being; Holy Spirit 
is the personality of Being. 

The Holy Spirit is not all of Being, nor the fullness 
of Christ, but an emanation, or “breath”, sent forth to 
do a definite work. Thus circumscribed, it may in a sense 
be said to take on the characteristics of personality, a 
personality transcending in its capacity the concepts of 
the intellectual man. 

The Holy Ghost, or Holy Spirit, is the Law of God 
in action; and in that action it appears as having in¬ 
dividuality. The function of the Holy Ghost, or Spirit 
of Truth, implies distinct personal subsistence: He speaks, 
searches, selects, reveals, reproves, testifies, leads, com¬ 
forts, distributes to every man, knows the deep things of 
God, and so forth. 

The Holy Spirit can be glimpsed (slightly compre¬ 
hended at first, then later more fully comprehended) 
by Man only when he has attained some degree of spirit- 
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ual consciousness. The prayer of the Soul, alone in its 
upper room — state of high spiritual aspirations — brings 
down the Holy Ghost. 


THE BODY 

Within the physical world (body) the profound mys¬ 
tery of the universe is to be found expressed. You are 
accustomed, while in the physical body, to regard it as 
all sufficient, to think of it as being you yourself, and 
it is very difficult for you to detach yourself from it. 
After all, this is the vehicle through which you contact 
all the various experiences in life, both pleasant and un¬ 
pleasant, which bring to you the varied sensations and 
emotions of daily living and learning. You register both 
physical pain and emotional reactions through the physi¬ 
cal body. 

In the great Mystery Schools of the past the human 
body was chosen as the first study for the student. Pic¬ 
tures and models of the human body were to be found 
in the inner temples of the Mystery Schools, with every 
part related to some sign of the Zodiac. Through knowl¬ 
edge of astrological influences operating on the various 
parts of the body, the pupil obtained an understanding 
of true healing. He could recognize such influences as 
affecting his own life and developing the second aspect 
of his being — and thus opened up a world sometimes 
described as the “underworld” by the Egyptians, though 
I prefer to use the term “Soul World”. 

Through contact with matter by the physical body, 
the Ego is acquiring that aspect of his nature represent¬ 
ing Power. He learns, through many incarnations, to 
receive and use the creative power of life. And only 
through such Earth lives does this God-creative power 
grow within Man’s being. Together with the influences 
of the Zodiac upon Man’s Soul development, the student 
learned of seven sacred centers and that each of them 
was connected with, or bore relationship to, one of the 
seven planets. So Man responded to both planetary and 
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zodiacal influences during physical life; both influences 
being concerned with his evolution and development to¬ 
ward spiritual perfection. The Will in Man is God’s 
precious gift to him. Through action of his free will, 
Man learns, by experiencing, how to discriminate between 
that which is good, or positive, and that which is evil, 
or negative. Through use of free will Man selects the 
material in the Soul World which he will use to create 
his Soul life. 


THE SOUL WORLD 

Do not make the mistake, beloved Earth brethren, of 
thinking of the Soul as something separate and apart 
from the physical life, nor that the Soul life is that into 
which you will pass when you experience physical death! 
This thought is erroneous. You live now in your Soul 
World. You select now the material, or Soul substance, 
to be built into your Soul consciousness now. It is a mo¬ 
ment to moment continuous choosing and implanting. 

I should perhaps clear up this point more fully. You 
are apt to speak far too lightly of the Spirit World and 
of the Spirit People. These Spirit People should really 
be termed Soul People for they have sought and found 
their way upward to such spiritual consciousness as to 
cause them to abide in Soul consciousness rather than 
in intellect alone. In the Soul World — the inner world 
of spiritual consciousness — you find conditions made 
manifest which have been and are continually being cre¬ 
ated by the thoughts, desires and emotions of the physi¬ 
cal outer life. In the inner Soul World are found not 
only Souls of men, women and children, but also of the 
animal, angelic, and nature kingdoms. This Soul World 
is all around you here and now, in the innermost hearts 
of those who and which have evolved to its estate. Your 
degree of God consciousness marks your attainment. 

LIFE IS A SPIRAL 

Many people think that upon departing from the 
physical body they shall enter into a totally different 
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state — a Soul state imbued with all the heavenly quali¬ 
ties physical Man dreamed about. This is not so, my 
beloved ones. Throughout all Eternity, life is a steady 
continuous flow, ever gradually spiraling, but never with 
abrupt changes from one state of consciousness to an¬ 
other. It is not Man’s physical body which holds him 
down and appears to imprison his mind and soul; it is 
Man’s mind that holds him back — his thinking and 
attitudes, and the resulting emotions. As a man thinketh 
so is he in his Soul also. The quality of the Soul con¬ 
sciousness is the accumulation of conclusions and attitudes 
regarding the experiences Man is constantly involved in. 

This same Soul consciousness your incarnating Self 
brings back into another physical life and it begins anew, 
exactly where it left off in its last conscious state, to re¬ 
ceive into itself the results of Man’s thoughts. The Soul 
being linked to the planetary and zodiacal influences, 
the incoming ego makes its own choice of birth. 

THE SOUL BODY 

The Soul body is the Temple referred to by seers, 
sages and prophets of old; not built with hands, but by 
thought, and by aspiration of the Spirit, or Ego, work¬ 
ing in and through the rough material of the physical. 
Spirit is the Divine Urge to go forward. It speaks through 
the heart which is Its home and “seat”. In the heart 
are seven seats — the seven Angels ’round the Throne. 

Within the physical life, the physical body of Man, 
is contained the whole universe. Every phase of God is 
represented and manifested there. Would you not say, 
my brethren, that your body is a Holy Temple of Divine 
Spirit? 

The whole of the life of Man upon Earth is fired by 
the Divine Lif e Spirit which works from the lowest to 
highest toward the completion of the Divine, or Master 
Man. From the Divine Life World you come, from the 
Divine you are bom, and therein is your true home. You 
have been given the power to create, and to become, 
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that perfect Son which God the Father envisioned in 
each of you. And you will all one day become perfect 
in His sight and return to the center of the Father’s 
Kingdom — the center of your highest point of con¬ 
sciousness, your divine core. 


THE ETHERIC BODY 

Besides the physical body, there is its exact counter¬ 
part — the etheric body, or the vital body. It consists of 
a light essence which does not disintegrate. Upon physi¬ 
cal death it withdraws for a time and partakes of a period 
of rest and refreshment before once more descending 
into a newly forming physical body whereby it can learn 
by means of fresh physical experiences. The etheric body 
is a very important part of you because it is through it 
that waves of light vibration pour down from the Heaven 
Worlds. The etheric counterpart of the physical body 
has a very close union with the nerve centers of Man, 
through which means there is a link with mind. So, you 
will understand that through right thinking you can fill 
your bodies with an inexhaustible supply of Life Force, 
for the mind center is in direct contact with the Spirit, 
or Life Force. 


THE ASTRAL BODY 

You also have an astral, or desire body. This also does 
not die. In the astral planes there are experiences learned 
which can help to feed the Soul body of Man. When 
you no longer have need of the astral body it is laid 
aside. The astral is the desire body and it must be kept 
healthy, under perfect control, and pure because it does 
so much toward feeding the Soul consciousness; the Soul 
consciousness being that state which is often referred to 
as a mansion in our Father’s House, or the temple which 
Man builds for himself in Heaven. Each of these three 
bodies has an aura, and the auras interpenetrate, yet are 
quite separate, as are the bodies. 
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YOUR THREE-FOLD NATURE 

The Soul is also three-fold. There is the human per¬ 
sonality, the Soul consciousness, and the intellect. There 
is also the emotional and intuitional body, through which 
you can reach the Spirit. 

Then you have the Spirit; also three-fold. There is 
the human individuality, the Life Force, and the Light — 
spiritual enlightenment, or Christ Consciousness. As the 
sun’s rays pour through the clouds, so do those rays of 
Light pour down from the Heaven Worlds, down from 
the Spirit Spheres, through the vital body into the physi¬ 
cal body. You will understand what a potent force that 
can be. You will remember the words of the beloved 
Master Jesus, “I am the Way” (bodily way), “I am the 
Light” (the Soul, the mind, the enlightened Soul-con¬ 
sciousness), “I am the Life” (the vital body, the Life 
Force). 

WHEN THE SOUL LEAVES THE BODY 

I will give you what the Brotherhood teaches about 
those Souls who pass from this Earth through physical 
death. In so many places there is fighting still; acci¬ 
dents happen on a large scale both on earth and sea, and 
in the air. And in their sorrow and breavement many 
ask: “Where are they? What are they doing?” There 
are those who do not have the comfort of knowing that 
the Soul is immortal and eternal. 

When the Soul leaves the physical body, no matter 
under what circumstances, it comes to the Spirit World 
for a period of time for rest and healing. In its Earth- 
memory, which survives for a short while, there may be 
some pain and darkness in the mind, remembrance of 
suffering; but this does not endure. The Soul is taken 
by the ministering Angels and by the Soul’s own Guardian 
Angel who has accompanied it throughout its Earth jour¬ 
ney, to a place of perfect peace and rest; and it may remain 
there for a long or short period, according to the con¬ 
dition in which it left; longer if suffering has been acute 
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and led to clouding the mind with drugs to alleviate pain. 
When death is easy — in cases of the very young, or the 
aged who have made their peace with life — then the 
Soul soon awakens to its new surroundings and the period 
of adjustment starts. 

I would impress upon you again, beloved, that there 
is no separation in Spirit and where there has been love, 
real and deep, the one who has passed on is still con¬ 
scious of you and able to help, though it may not be as 
you might wish to be helped. Remember they grow in 
knowledge of a much higher life and a much higher type 
of existence, and because of this their love has grown 
much stronger. Never give way to unrestrained grief 
because this most certainly affects the Soul newly bom 
into the spirit realm, and may cause a lingering near 
the Earth. Release that Soul in your thoughts so that 
it passes on to its work in a new environment with an 
enlarged vision as to what is needed for its evolution. 

Every Soul, in its own time and its own way, has to 
rise to these Spheres; they do not go far from this Earth 
at first, as rest and healing are necessary. Then the Soul 
goes to the place it has earned, or prepared for itself 
during its Earth-life. Remember, my brethren, you take 
with you all the characteristics and qualities in which 
you have lived on Earth. Those who have lived lives of 
greed, impurity, and submissiveness to the base desires, 
thereby inflicting negative reactions upon all who knew 
them (such being harmful vibrations), will reap what 
they have sown; and their greatest harvest of suffering 
arises out of remorse, a guilt complex, and the inability 
to forgive themselves for those things which were done 
in human ignorance. 

Eventually the tortured Souls will cry out to God in 
their anguish and with a compulsive desire to under¬ 
stand their lot. That is the “knock” for which Divine 
Spirit has waited. Enlightenment and understanding of 
“the way back home” are ministered unto the Soul and 
his release and reformation begins. 
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Remember, my beloved brethren, always remember 
that it is impossible for any Soul to be apart from the 
Souls of others. Every Soul is dependent upon every other. 
Not any one can be independent nor apart. There is a 
thought influence of millions of your fellows that must 
of necessity affect each one constantly. The whole pur¬ 
pose of human existence is to bring about Man’s con¬ 
scious realization of this Truth and the resultant har¬ 
monious spiritual endeavors of the whole toward pure 
expression of God’s Love — His Glory. 

This Earth is a vale of soul-growth. Character is its 
fine and secret fruit. 

There is no human need or aspiration which is un¬ 
related to Christ; none which He cannot cleanse, enrich, 
and sanctify. 

CONSCIOUS, SUBCONSCIOUS AND SUPERCONSCIOUS MINDS 

We have heard from time to time remarks made by our 
Earth brethren concerning the subconscious mind of 
Man, and as there seems much confusion surrounds this 
subject we desire to clarify it. 

The conscious mind is that which registers what is 
outside Man — hearing, seeing, touching, smelling — but 
it cannot register in the higher states of consciousness. 
All Truth cannot be seen by the consciousness. It is im¬ 
portant that you should realize this thoroughly. Every 
day you may ask that consciousness deal with difficulties 
outside its own sphere, and you are disappointed when 
it fails to do so. It is necessary to understand that con¬ 
sciousness is concerned with the objective body only. 

The subconscious is that part of Man which forms the 
mental body, or mind. It is the store house of memories 
and works in conjunction with the conscious. By itself, 
the subconscious might be called the incubator of all 
that enters through the conscious, and in it thought 
matures. When an impression enters the subconscious it 
develops, and when it has reached maturity it is thrown 
back upon the screen of consciousness and then put into 
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action. We have told you, my beloved, that the subcon¬ 
scious mind is the storehouse of memory, containing all 
that enters—and all that has ever entered since the be¬ 
ginning of Man—from without. As it belongs to the 
mental plane, the subconscious can act on the mental and 
physical planes. It is through this part of Man that cir¬ 
cumstances and surroundings may wield their influence. 

The subconscious has its contents, composed of an 
archaic past and a sometimes repressed present, with all 
that lies between; and it is possible that you may con¬ 
tain in it a subtle jealousy and greed, a cruelty which is 
unsuspected, and a despotism which can be crafty. 

So in many of you, beloved, there are still contradic¬ 
tions and conflicts which seem like a war between light 
and darkness in themselves. This, my beloved brethren, 
is Man’s Adversary, or so-called Devil — these thoughts 
which come up to the surface of your mind, unbidden 
and unwanted; which come again and again until they 
are finally negatized with your repeated thoughts of 
love and repeated denials of the Adversary. 

The purification of the subconscious can be long and 
tedious. But do not shirk it, and do not run from the 
“unclean” thoughts that arise from it. Face each one 
squarely, see it for the untruth that it is by pointing out 
the very Truth which negatizes it, then dismiss it from 
your conscious mind. It will eventually cease to return, 
will be entirely dissipated. Failure to face these things in 
your self — these adverse thoughts and ideas — means 
the continuation of the conflict and its resultant suffer- 
ing, and tends to increase the Adversary’s power. 

The Superconscious is the third part of Man; it be¬ 
longs to the Soul and it is sometimes called Eternal 
Memory because it knows all that is, was, and ever shall 
be. It is the Supreme God within Man. Superconscious¬ 
ness belongs to the spiritual plane and contaias within 
itself imagination, intuition and conscience. It is that 
part of Man which inspires him to great and noble 
thoughts and actions in life. Through it you see much 
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that is invisible to your physical senses, and because it 
knows all it can, in meditation, guide you upon your life 
path; for, being Eternal, it contains within Itself the 
memory of all things. 

It is that part, beloved, which you contact when you 
attune yourselves with the Spirit consciousness within — 
when you inwardly experience Holy Communion with 
your Father God. We would remind you that the Super¬ 
conscious, or Soul of Man, will only come into mani¬ 
festation when the conscious and subconscious, or body 
mind, is at rest. The beloved Master Jesus said, “But 
thou, when thou prayest, go into thy inner closet and 
close the door” — the door here meaning the door of 
consciousness to all things below the state of desired 
communion with God. Perseverence in meditation will 
lead you to inner silence, and within the silence is the Super 
Consciousness ... The God-mind. 

In these anxious times, my brethren, seek to keep 
harmony in your lives. Disharmony in any portion of the 
conscious mind disturbs the rhythm of the Soul, and in 
this way causes disease. Disturbance thus affects the sub- 
consciousness, and through it the balance and activities 
of daily life are affected. 

This is the foundation of much which has been re¬ 
ceived from Saints and Sages through the Ages: Behind 
form is the Creator; behind thought is the Thinker; be¬ 
hind intuition is the Seer; behind conscience is Love. 
There is error even in your highest approaches to Truth 
if your whole nature has not been purified and made 
transparent. 

Meditate, my brethren, on the discovery of the nature 
of Soul and Spirit, and then will come illumination. 
Gather together in your Soul that which will be most 
precious in the Land to which you will one day be new¬ 
comers. A Seer who has known not only life, but death, 
said that what you last think of on Earth is the starting 
point of life in the next plane to which you go; and that 
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death is the beginning of a long meditation in which Soul 
returns to Spirit. 

Many who are not consciously mystical will yet, be¬ 
fore they sleep, confide to some Dweller in the Inner¬ 
most their problems, and upon awakening find that that 
which was obscure has become clarified. A healer will 
refer his or her doubts about a diagnosis to this Wis¬ 
dom, and its revealing comes. 

There must be many to whom this refers, whose doubts 
and perplexities remain unsolved. I would stress that 
before you seek sleep, and after your meditation, you lie 
on your back and cross the right foot over the left ankle, 
fold your hands over your solar plexus, and then place 
all your problems in your Father’s care through His 
Messengers who are doing His Will on Earth. Help will 
come to you during hours of peaceful, untroubled sleep. 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

Our Father, we pray Thee to bless all Thy Child¬ 
ren, whatever their race, color or creed. May they 
turn once more to Thee in spirit and feel that their 
Lord is nigh unto them. Of what can it avail man¬ 
kind whether he have great structures and rich at¬ 
tire if mind and heart are far from Thee, Oh God? 
Verily it is Thy Will that joy should be the portion 
of every dweller upon Earth, and yet they travail 
in sorrow, suffering and strife. 

Bring peace, Oh Father God, to the hearts of 
Thy people, and then peace shall reign upon the 
Earth again. 


Amen 



XI 


WORSHIP 

The Value of Silence 

H ow many people today know the power of silent 
worship and realize that the cultivation of silence 
would be a salutary discipline for generations to¬ 
day who are distracted by so many anxieties and battered 
by so many noises? Meditation makes it possible to re¬ 
assess the values that have hitherto directed life, to re¬ 
cover the lost unity of the Self, and to re-assert its mas¬ 
tery over the claims of impulse and mood. Truths for a 
while forgotten regain their power over the soul, so that 
its resources are enlarged and new powers developed. 
The pressure of all that is transitory is relaxed, and peace 
and stability of the Eternal becomes accessible. 

But there is more in silent worship than the practice 
of meditation, for that might not take you outside the 
circle of your own thoughts and ideas. In such worship 
you know yourself in the presence of God, before Whom 
all h uman language breaks down, yet Whose reality is 
the more lasting because it cannot be expressed. It is 
silent because God is so near that nothing more is neces¬ 
sary than to open all the doors of the Soul for His com¬ 
ing in; there is no need to go forth to find Him for “in 
Him we live, and move, and have our being.” It is silent 
because you are expectant. Your desires have been ex¬ 
pressed and your petitions spoken, and now you wait on 
God to learn His will. 

Since the Bible, my brethren, is the revelation of God 
in His spoken word, it was in silences such as these that 
men waited for that word, and received it. Silence is not 
the mere absence of thought, nor emptiness of mind. It 
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is the consummation of a vigorous activity, for it calls 
for careful preparation and can be maintained only by 
self-discipline. 

Where the silence is the action of a group, those who 
belong to the group must be sustained by a sense of com¬ 
munity partnership in a common aspiration, a common 
readiness to receive and willingness to give. 

Where you worship by yourselves, my brethren, you 
will need to train yourselves in concentration so that you 
may ward off the distractions always threatening to break 
in. Some will use for this purpose a passage from the 
Bible, an incident in the Gospel story; others again a 
personal experience that has brought revelation and an 
Initiation. Whatever it may be, upon it a Shrine may be 
built in which the Soul meets its Creator. What happens 
in the silence of that Shrine is worship and dedication, 
the discernment of what God is, and your response to this. 

The peoples of the Western world have yet to learn 
that stillness of the spirit, that inward serenity and peace, 
and they must learn how to bring that condition into 
action on the Earth plane. 

What God gives in the silence may or may not be an 
actual direction; in either case there will come the af¬ 
firmation of a Wisdom, Power and Love that offer them¬ 
selves to your trust even though different from your ex¬ 
pectations. 

Some think there can be no worship except in a 
Church, and they go there perhaps as a duty — to ful¬ 
fill an obligation they feel they owe themselves and the 
community in which they dwell. This can be labelled 
as “lip-service”, and unless true worship comes from the 
HEART it brings no joy nor yet happiness. 

There are many who feel they receive the help they 
need from the Source of their being in a country lane, 
beside the sea, or on a hilltop far away from human 
habitation. It is thus they receive that perfect peace and 
relaxation which they need from the cares of everyday 
life. 



Worship 109 

We would say to you all, dearly beloved brethren, 
wherever possible join in worship with your brethren in 
the “House wherein His Honor dwelleth”. This may be 
in a church or in a humble dwelling consecrated to His 
Service, or in one of the Lodges of the Brotherhood. 
Wherever it is, God’s Messengers will be there, and 
Angels will worship with you, and the sound of praise 
and hymn will rise to the Father’s House on High. 

Where there are little ones to tend and home tasks 
which must be fulfilled, then seek a few brief moments 
of silent prayer, thus linking in with your brethren all 
over this Planet; for where there is unity there is strength, 
and also great power. 

You worship your risen Lord, beloved, and though 
you cannot see Him yet He draws near and His presence 
can be felt wherever there is true, pure worship, and 
where dedicated souls render their service to God and 
await the Return once more of the Son, the Lord Christ. 
We, as members of the Great White Brotherhood, meet 
with you in your worship, and with you we will pray 
for that Peace which is just, and which now looms on 
the distant horizons of this planet. Your brethren in 
other worlds will also join with you, because Jesus the 
Christ is Lord and Master of all Creation, and in time 
you will know and recognize this. Wait with patience 
and in faith for the great revealing of Mysteries as yet 
unknown. 


HALLOW THE LIVING GOD 

Mankind’s deepest need today is the liberation which 
comes from the vision of the Living God and His pur¬ 
pose for the life of Man. It is this faith, enshrined in 
the Bible, verified and enriched by Christianity, to which 
Trinity Sunday bears its witness. The true and enduring 
message of the Easter Festival is not the truth of any 
ancient formula, but the reality of the Living God. Its 
proper use is not speculation nor the attempt to rationalize 
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a dogma, but the hallowing of the Name of God in 
worship. 

This conviction of the Living God lies at the heart 
of the Bible teaching and makes this teaching unique 
among the religious traditions of mankind. A Living God, 
my brethren, is a self-revealing God; and only thus can 
He be known to you, for “No man hath seen God at any 
time.” But the God made known to us “in the Face of 
Christ” is the Creator of Heaven and Earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 

TRUE RENUNCIATION 

Some men find it necessary, for reasons deep within 
themselves, to renounce every physical thing by way of 
worship. Some will point out teachings of the Master 
Jesus admonishing men to renounce all and follow Him. 
But, my brethren, renunciation does not mean giving 
away all your material possessions. It means to rise above 
the desire for them and deny in yourself all that is selfish, 
all desire for self-glorification, until you attain that hu¬ 
mility of spirit which will gladly sacrifice all you cherish 
most as a gift to God, to Christ, and to all Mankind. 
It is this which will bring you perfect happiness which 
nothing can destroy; and the practice of such renuncia¬ 
tion is worship in itself. 

Jesus said, “Gather the treasures of the spirit, which 
are not transitory but Eternal” To give up and renounce 
what is dear to you will open your vision to the beauties 
of the Spirit and help you to reach the heights where 
your Soul will be held a willing prisoner, the wings of 
aspiration for a time furled while you continue your 
ceaseless pilgrimage towards the Truth. 

When you close all the physical doors of everyday 
life, inner windows will open revealing new vistas of 
knowledge and wisdom. The waves of life rise and sub¬ 
side and rise again; every upward curve throwing new 
light on the whole. In the Universe itself there is no end, 
no beginning; only a larger vision of rising and resting, 
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waxing and waning, worlds beyond worlds — each hu¬ 
man Soul in its own degree manifesting the Holy Spirit 
of Him Who abides in the least and in the greatest. All 
that is true and beautiful in life lies deep within your 
own souls. God, the Father of all, is the true Source from 
which each Soul derives its being. 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

May each one receive in communion before Thine 
Altar, oh Father God, wherever that Altar of faith 
and love may be, the symbols of the bread and wine 
as Divine Essence direct from Thee. And in the 
temple of each human heart will come the Truth 
that Thou givest Life, Love and Service, now and 
always. 

We pray, oh Father God, that the constant need 
for communion with Thee in prayer may be recog¬ 
nized by all Thy great family in these dark days of 
fear and doubt which now surround this planet. 

May each one retire from all surface excitements 
and interests and reach inwards into the deep silence 
of the Soul, into an infinite stillness — Thy very 
heart, oh! Eternal, that they may know Thou art 
at the helm of each barque of life. 

We pray that they may know, no matter how 
rough the waters, how wild the winds, there is a 
center of utter quiet and peace where Thou art and 
to which, in meditation and worship, Thy Children 
may go and know that in love and service to their 
brethren they may find rest in Thee, their Divine 
Center. 


Amen. 



XII 


STEWARDSHIP 

Your Obligation and Responsibility to God 

E verything that Man has belongs to God. We live, 
move, and have our being in the consciousness of 
the Love of our Father-Mother God. We alone 
have nothing. How can one have anything when, at a 
moment’s notice, everything could and may be taken 
from him — everything except his consciousness of Self 
and of the wonderful treasure of Love which makes him 
part of the Whole. 

Money is regarded by many as a symbol of power, 
and of course it does bring power. It brings power to 
those who use it for that purpose; therefore it is a sym¬ 
bol of power on Earth today as well as a medium of 
exchange. There is great temptation in money. 

But I would show you another aspect of money, my 
brethren. Money is also a symbol of service. It can be 
used in the service of others; can bless the one who 
holds it; can bless the one to whom it is given; and can 
bless those who use it for exchange. When used in loving 
service, money is no longer a symbol of power only, but 
is a symbol, or medium, of service and love to your 
fellowmen. 

In your Gospel there are two stories respecting two 
women and their gifts — the poor widow who threw into 
the Temple treasury the two mites which made one 
farthing — “all that she had, even all her living”, and 
the woman who broke the alabaster box of very precious 
ointment and poured it on the head of the Master as He 
sat at dinner. Generosity depicted by the latter story is 
not the same as the lavishness which springs from a na- 
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tural, inspirational impulse. It may appear very attrac¬ 
tive but it means little in the way of genuine sacrifice, 
and the results of such giving may prove it to be as un¬ 
wise as it is wise. To give without counting the cost 
without considering how the results of the giving may 
affect you — expresses only one side of the Truth. It 
may happen that the finest kind of gift that may be of¬ 
fered is that made when the cost has been truly counted 
and its burden truly weighed. 

Many a follower of the Christ needs to pray that he 
may learn the place that giving has in his life; not re- 
fering only to the use of his money (though it is cer¬ 
tainly necessary to learn how to use that) but also to 
the giving of service and self. There is, my brethren, 
the use of responsible stewardship and individual obli¬ 
gation to your Eternal Father in this matter. Very often 
there is a wide gap between what is acknowledged in 
theory and what is put into practice. Nor does the 
stimulation which a kindly Christian feeling gives you 
when you respond to some eloquent appeal made by 
some church or charitable organization establish a last¬ 
ing feeling of right giving. It is not difficult to be a 
cheerful giver on such occasions, but watch that you 
are not deluded into the belief that you have given gen¬ 
erously and in accordance with God’s precepts of giving. 

Money can be one of the most present and most per¬ 
sistent dangers to the Soul’s progress unless it is examined, 
used and controlled in the Light of spiritual under¬ 
standing. We would ask that you meditate upon the 
stewardship of monetary possessions and seek spiritual 
guidance in the discharging of your responsibilities. 

We speak these few words with a great love, my breth¬ 
ren, and not in any way as a criticism. We have seen 
so many all over Earth limited in their Soul growth be¬ 
cause of the wrong attitude toward material wealth. 
Here on the other side of Earth life where we are there 
are those from Earth who built “their house upon the 
sand” and now have to learn to live in the house (state) 
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thus prepared; there are also those who, in their Earth 
life, had so little in material possessions and opportunities 
and yet built their spiritual house upon a rock, whose 
home here is beautiful and peaceful. 

I would recall to your memories these words contained 
in the Christian Bible: “Consider the lilies of the field; 
they toil not, neither do they spin”. Your Father cares 
for them and for every sparrow that falls to the ground; 
He will not fail you, His human family. Money is only 
the symbol of Higher care. Let go all anxiety and let 
your Eternal Father guard your life and supply all your 
material needs. Those who have a true desire for service 
find all worries fade away from their consciousness and 
only peace and absolute trust remain. 

Learn to use all your gifts, whatever form they may 
take, by loving service to your brother man in the service 
of your Father God. You will be rewarded with a deeper 
knowledge of true giving and insight (inspiration) to 
point the way to your further advancement in His service; 
this aside from untold blessings, which are the natural 
fruit from the harvest of the sowing-of-giving. “To him 
that hath (of spiritual understanding) much shall be 
given; but to him that hath not, shall be taken away 
all that he hath.” 

"ye cannot serve god and mammon” 

There is a parable which may seem startling because 
of its maxim: “Make to yourself friends of the mammon 
of unrighteousness,” and it seems to infer that you are 
to adopt the ways of the material world, after having 
been told to renounce mammon. But Jesus could not have 
meant that, for in this same context He said, “Ye can¬ 
not serve God and mammon”. The same lesson would 
seem to apply here as in another of His texts wherein He 
said, “Love thine enemies”. Instead of lamenting the 
“evil” of money, look upon it as a gift of God — not 
a personal gift to you as an individual, but for the bene¬ 
fit of mankind. Humbly consider yourself to be merely 
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a trusted steward of His gift and seek to know in spirit, 
through meditation, all that your stewardship implies. 
Only thus can one obey Christ’s teaching and change the 
“mammon of unrighteousness” into a “friend” of mankind. 

The truth of “Ye cannot serve God and Mammon” 
has been demonstrated repeatedly throughout the his¬ 
tory of the human race. One cannot serve two gods si¬ 
multaneously; nor can you serve any other god before 
God, else you would break one of His inviolate Com¬ 
mandments and bring karmic woe upon yourself at some 
future time. What alternative is left? “Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all thy 
mind and with all thy strength”. But, you can offer up 
“mammon” as a medium of God’s Love and as a servant 
unto Him. 

REVERENCE FOR THE WORK OF A TRUE CHURCH 

The fundamental sacredness of Christianity is fre- 
quendy forgotten by those who separate the business side 
of the work of their Church from its spiritual side; who 
are scrupulous about their religious exercises but divorce 
them from the business activities of their Church. This 
is wrong; Man must strive for more understanding of 
God’s Principles and apply them. Enlightenment on this 
subject will show you clearly that all phases of the 
Church’s activities are spiritual and, therefore should be 
treated with the same reverence of attitude and prayer¬ 
ful meditation for guidance. Bring the money and busi¬ 
ness affairs of Man into the “house (state) of righteous¬ 
ness”, for God beholds no division in any of His creation. 
Should you not, my brethren, strive harder to attain 
God’s viewpoint, inasmuch as ye are made in His own 
Image? 

YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO SEND FORTH THE LIGHT 

Beloved brethren, there is a mission to which you, as 
soldiers of Christ your Lord, have been called. It is your 
responsibility to send forth the Light from your own 
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hearts into the lives of all you meet; to comfort those 
in sorrow, to succor those in need, whether their need 
be spiritual, mental or physical; and to raise those who, 
in their distress, have fallen by the way. Remember this 
truth: Every thought and act committed for God is 
committed upon Him for He is both the Giver and the 
Receiver in and of all. 

I have spoken before of the desire for freedom which 
stirs deeply in the hearts of Man but which is so illusive 
and difficult to achieve. This God-implanted yearning 
is the yearning of the Soul to evolve; it is that which 
makes Man rise again and again from seeming defeat 
to carry on with hope, faith, and trust in the unseen. 
Eternal desire to rise above the bondage imposed by the 
ignorance of the human self is the mighty driving Force 
within which leads the Prodigal Son (humanity) to en¬ 
lightenment and Truth. 

Until Man’s experiences on the Way have brought 
him to this understanding of his constant urge toward 
freedom, he will have many and confusing ideas of what 
freedom is. Freedom is often, indeed, confused with that 
license which leads straight to the bondage from which 
it is supposed to set men free. Liberty cannot be con¬ 
ferred by force. The liberty of Man is independent of 
any of the limiting conditions which circumstances may 
impose, for it is an inner release from the bondage of 
human ignorance and freedom from self-centeredness. 
It is an awareness that all Mankind is Self instead of 
individual selves, and all are One in Christ. 

This independence (arrived at through rising con¬ 
sciousness) does not, however, remove the individual’s 
responsibility for the common life which he shares; rather, 
it increases it. Remember that forever and always every 
man is beholden to his fellowmen — that the more you 
receive of Light and Love the more you must magnify 
and share. Follow the pattern demonstrated by your 
Lord Jesus. Your ministry of Light-bearing is really just 
beginning. 



Stewardship 117 

I would remind you, beloved brethren of Earth, that 
your life as a follower of Jesus is of a two-fold nature. 
It is the religion, which you try to make your rule of life, 
which forces upon you a sense of profound contrast be¬ 
tween what you might be and what you are . . . for 
that which you might be is the present goal set before 
you toward which and into which you can grow. When, 
in your Faith and way of life, you have taken your stand 
as a true Christian, and it is your real desire and will 
to honor and adorn the name you bear, you are already 
entering into the knowledge of Christian victory. What 
you KNOW — knowledge revealed to you — you HAVE, 
and it becomes a living part of your eternal unfoldment. 
It alters your thinking and your physical life, and affects 
everything on Earth. That which you are has a definite 
and direct bearing upon what those around you become. 
This is a tremendous responsibility. And remember, “Even 
as ye have done it unto the least of these, ye have done 
it unto me.” 


DIVINE STEWARDSHIP 

I would also like to say a few words concerning the 
ministers and stewards of Christ’s Mysteries, whose duty 
it is to prepare and make ready His Way by turning the 
hearts of the disobedient to the Wisdom of the just. 
Christian ministers, by whatever name they are called, 
stand between God and men; they stand between time 
and eternity. And the purpose of their preparation is — 
“that at Thy Second Coming we may be found accept¬ 
able people in Thy sight”. 

Preachers must be humble, as they are ambassadors 
of the Crucified. They are also the stewards and must 
be faithful. These words apply to every walk of life. 
Without fidelity the structure of any business would col¬ 
lapse. Yet, the concept of stewardship prevalent among 
Christians today is that of responsibility to maintain the 
life of the Church and enable its influence to increase, but 
it is the Life of Christ in each member of the Church 
that must increase. 
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The prayer “Give us this day our daily bread”, can be 
spoken, by a prosperous congregation, but it is sincerely 
spoken only if its members are aware of the poor and 
needy in their midst, and of their divine responsibility 
toward them. Faithful stewardship is an expression of 
love of neighbor which results from the Love of God 
flowing through you. 

The man who gives his life into the keeping of Jesus, 
his Lord, inwardly also releases all personal claim to his 
possessions. He experiences an urge, a longing to give 
away all physical assets and to give of himself. He waits 
upon and obeys the Inner Voice; he follows his Divine 
Intuition, his heightened perception showing him where 
his help is needed; he is guided, and joyfully follows, 
into the fulfillment of his stewardship. 

The word “Mysteries” my brethren, does not mean 
sacraments only. The Mysteries are the Truth — once 
hidden but now revealed through the Birth, Life and 
Crucifixion of Jesus. Stewardship is for all Christians; 
for all who, by their lives, attest His Truth and by their 
acts express His Love. A cup of cold water given in His 
Name (with an out-going feeling of His great com¬ 
passionate Love) may be the very act which prepares 
and makes ready His Way. 

This simplicity, beloved, is extremely rare in people. 
It is purity of heart; a heart divested of all falsehood, 
fear, doubt, and desire of a personal nature — a heart 
which admits light from without, and from which there 
emanates the purest Light from within, with an insight 
which pierces the semblance of things and comprehends 
them in their true value as they really are in relation to 
the All. 


REVERENCE FOR ALL LIFE 

Reverence for Life is the essence of Good, implying 
as it does a devotion to all creatures, in whom as in your¬ 
selves there is life. This reverence goes even farther than 
the great Commandment to “Love thy neighbor” be- 



Stewardship 119 

cause it embraces all creatures on Earth to whom Life 
has been given and who are part of the universal mys¬ 
tery called Life. 

Reverence for Life does not mean anything so simple 
as "Live and let live.” It demands far more of you than 
this. The fundamental principle of reverence for Life is 
to be applied not only to your own well-being, but to 
the whole of the living creatures (of which you are a 
part), and not to be passively applied, but in a spirit 
of devotion which admits of no limits. 

The mystery of Life must ever remain incomprehensi¬ 
ble to a degree. In fact, the farther Science goes in dis¬ 
covering its essentials, the more the mystery deepens. 
With reverence for Life you bring yourself into harmony 
with the rest of creation; and it is only then that you can 
begin to comprehend the Truth — to understand your hu¬ 
man relationship with the rest of creation and your respon¬ 
sibility to it. So, you see, your stewardship extends toward 
the whole of creation. This presents a considerable chal¬ 
lenge to most of you for, through your lack of under¬ 
standing, you have spent much of your life heedlessly 
choosing and discarding what you will like and dislike, 
what and who you will love and not love. Here, indeed, 
is a responsibility and a challenge worthy of every true 
Christian! 

“Behold I create Man in My own Image.” What a 
heritage is yours! And, as with all heritages, it carries 
with it a responsibility. Above all else, you are responsi¬ 
ble to your Creator. 

God bless you all, my dearly loved brethren! 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

Beloved, lift up your hearts to those High Realms 
of aspiration and prayer, and surrender yourselves 
in service to Him and to all Creation. 

Lift up your feet that they may tread firmly the 
path of this Earth life and receive the health-giving 
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bounties so lavishly given by the Universal Mother 
to those who rest upon her heart. 

Lift up your eyes unto the hills from whence 
cometh your help. It is from the hills that you view 
the Golden City, the New Jerusalem, that place of 
beauty and peace to which each dedicated Soul 
will one day wend its appointed way. 

Lift up your hands in worship and dedicate them 
to those in need of help, those who are hungry, those 
who are lonely and friendless. Do unto them as to 
Jesus, your Lord — "1 was hungry and ye took me 
in, naked and ye clothed me.” 

May God’s peace be with you all. 

Amen 



XIII 


THE JEWELS IN YOUR CROWN 
Faith, Hope, and Trust 
faith 

T here can be no harmonious life without faith; nor 
can there be any form of religion or worship. 
Some may look on faith as a gift supematurally 
and even arbitrarily bestowed, or even as a sixth sense 
by which you apprehend reality. But I would say to you 
that faith is a human quality which to a greater or lesser 
degree you all possess. It shows itself in almost every 
activity of daily life. On a higher level, faith is related 
to that intuition which comes to men in their best mo¬ 
ments and gives meaning and coherence to their ex¬ 
perience. 

The more you trust your brother Man, my beloved, 
the more naturally will you direct your faith toward 
God. The cynic does not find faith easy because he has 
perverted his own capacity for faith in Man. It is prob¬ 
ably true also that the more faith you have in God the 
more you will have in Man, although sometimes (and 
strangely enough) faith in God is combined with a deep 
despair of Man and an utter disbelief in the possibility 
of human achievement. 

To say that the Master Jesus had faith in men may 
be to utter a platitude, but I bid you remember what 
miracles such faith wrought. The very foundation of 
your Christian church was a sublime act of faith; not 
only in God, but in Man. Jesus trusted His disciples to 
consecrate their highest loyalty and devotion to the serv¬ 
ice of that fellowship. His words, “Had ye believed Moses, 
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ye would have believed me” seem to suggest that, given 
the right use of the inherent capacity for faith, which all 
men possess, it will expand until it reaches its fulfillment 
in God. 

What keeps men, my dear ones, from the Christian 
way of life is not, for the most part, their intellectual 
difficulties, but an unwillingness to trust God even to 
the extent to which they trust their fellowmen. 

Faith is the flowering of an enlightened mind. No 
catastrophe is so tragic as the loss of faith in God, the 
Eternal Father; it tears the rudder from the vessel of 
life, causing it to drift about in aimless circles, the mere 
plaything of the winds and tides. Doubt, beloved, is 
debilitating, scepticism is crippling, and unbelief para¬ 
lyzes the seeking Soul. Faith provides strength, new en¬ 
ergy to the will, and also stimulates the will for action. 
Strong convictions and unfaltering faith are the parents 
of all the great and enduring achievements of the hu¬ 
man spirit. 

Faith marches at the head of an army of progress, is 
found beside the most refined life, the freest government, 
the noblest poetry, the purest humanity. Yes, my breth¬ 
ren, just as it is faith among men which holds the moral 
elements of the social world together and moves the 
wheels of commerce, so is it faith — faith in God — 
which binds the world to His Throne. Without faith 
you cannot come near to your Father, for He has prom¬ 
ised a reward to those who seek him, because it is His 
gift to you all, my brethren — faith, which is the sum 
total of the Truths revealed by God to all His children. 

Hold fast to faith, my beloved Earth brethren. Have 
faith in the love and wisdom of our Father God. Keep 
that faith undimmed through all the trials and difficulties 
of today and know always that in this time of world 
tribulation, personal sorrow, and of strife, both within 
and without, God holds the Plan. 

The entire conduct of life is governed by faith. Your 
reason frequently stops short at the boundaries of the 
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known; so you must proceed to make progress by other 
means. You must be sure that the intuition, the genius 
and inspiration of those Wise Ones of the past ages, (who, 
nevertheless, are always near to the Earth to give re¬ 
newed courage and more boundless faith to humanity) 
have gone far beyond your ordinary contemplation; and 
you can most surely hope that what they have told you 
will ultimately be proved true. 

Faith is an awareness of God, a Voice in each heart 
which says: “I am here. I am by your side. Trust in 
Me as My Love holds no limitations, and My ways are 
Wisdom and Love which bring perfect peace.” Faith is 
the commitment of the whole self to something that God 
has done and is doing; it is the insight to pierce through 
the confusions of the visible to the strength and certainty 
of the invisible, to detect that which only appears to be. 
It is the abandonment of all your effort to establish a 
claim on God, and the humble acceptance, instead, of 
what God has done in Christ. In a word, faith is the 
acceptance of life here and now as the sphere in which 
a loving Father deals personally with His children. 

In all the uncertainties which surround the lives of our 
human brethren in this present time there must of ne¬ 
cessity be a great desire for security. The nature of the 
security varies, also the methods for achieving it. Often 
what is looked for is no more than a reasonable expecta¬ 
tion that physical evils might be avoided, and the pri¬ 
mary needs of food and raiment might be satisfied. There 
is also the question of success, in whatever form it may 
take, to crown human discoveries and contrivances. 

If Man can find the Way, he can secure for himself 
the security he desires. He can make whatever powerful 
hidden Forces surround his life, friendly, or at least harm¬ 
less. He can come to terms with them, propitiate them. 
The security which he wants is, at least partly, a defense 
against them so that he can be without fear in their 
presence. The initiative lies with him, not with them. 
His prayers and the ritual in which he may take part, 
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are such as will ensure a favorable response. He and 
his Divinities are bound together in a mutual dependence. 
They have needs as well as he. It is at least possible that 
the great and widespread religious custom of sacrifice 
began as a gift which Man offered to unseen Powers. 

Not in occasional inspirations or particular experiences, 
but in that unchanging background of your lives, my 
dear ones, is where the sustaining strength of Truth and 
of all religions and Faiths will be found. For, what you 
need is not the security which wards off evil, but the 
security which will preserve your peace in the midst of 
evil. That is the security which the noble army of mar¬ 
tyrs has borne witness to, and so many others whose suf¬ 
ferings were less fiery but more prolonged. 

It is not that their faith hasn’t been tested, but that 
in their faith they have rested on that which has not 
failed. They have been unheld because with them there 
has been One able to keep them from failing. It is the 
same at this present time. Put your whole trust in God 
the Father; have perfect faith that in the face of all your 
tests you will stand firm and undismayed. And in this 
faith and trust will be your security, no matter what dif¬ 
ficulties may arise for the sake of your Soul’s growth. 

Whatever happens in your world today, do not let 
your faith waver — faith in God that His Win is being 
done; but remember that trust, through Christ Godward, 
does not make you self-sufficient. Your sufficiency is of 
God. The Divine Spirit must create personality by trans- 
scending any standard which seems self-sufficient. To 
think soberly is a religious act of faith; it is faith find¬ 
ing practical expression. The faith which gives true free¬ 
dom limits the scope and value of independence; by it 
a spiritual presumption is anchored by certitudes and 
by sincerities other than its own, and it learns from them 
the soberness which steadies and redeems it. 

Equally, a spiritual self-distrust which could bring des¬ 
pair and loneliness is uplifted into sober trust and cour¬ 
age. It is possible to lose faith in God because you have 
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lost faith in yourselves; while a recovery of a sober faith 
may well lead to faith in God and Man. For the one who 
keeps his faith there is no human center from which he 
cannot work, no circumstance so restricted that he will 
not live faithfully within it. He will work for a good pur¬ 
pose because his faith in God means faith in those very 
men among whom his lot is cast; not faith in an ab¬ 
stract humanity. 

It is not your self-chosen friends you are admonished 
to love, my brethren, but your neighbors — those with 
whom you are cast in life through all the chances and 
changes of circumstances which are your lot. This is a 
duty given whereby you may test your faith; these being 
the ones in whose fortunes and ways God puts your faith¬ 
fulness to the test. If the nobility, promise and worth of 
human nature cannot be found in them, they will be 
found nowhere, nor will the meaning of “loving your 
neighbor” ever be discovered. 

Faith’s soberness means that you live in the present. 
The common indulgence in regret of the past, or a fever¬ 
ish expectation of the future, leads you to ignore the 
fact that all that was good in the past is yours only if 
you are using the present in a spirit of faith in it; and 
that upon such use of the present depends all that will 
be good in the future. 

Sober, balanced faith yields neither to presumption 
nor despair. For the Soul which thinks soberly and hum¬ 
bly, as God deals the measure of faith, even the desert 
may blossom forth as the rose. (The Soul which thinks 
too lowly of itself is but suffering a subtler form of the 
disease which is suffered by the Soul which thinks too 
highly of itself.) This is the simplicity of faith by which 
alone the world can be re-made, and without which it 
is ever being un-made. 

THE WISE MEN SEEK THE CHRIST 

The Bible story of the Epiphany has been greatly loved 
by all of you in your early years — the story of the Wise 
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Men led by a star to Bethlehem. Children welcome it 
and they see vividly those pictures which it suggests 
rather than describes, for the actual narrative is set down 
with an austere reticence and in the fewest words possi¬ 
ble in the Gospel of St. Matthew. As for its essential 
truth, this is attested, not by an exact detail, but by its 
full accord with Truth on a Higher Plane — the Truth 
of the Soul’s experience. 

The rich symbol of the Epiphany story is verified in 
many ways; most closely perhaps by those who make 
venture to find at last the Divine Lord whom their hearts 
have desired, which the Star of Faith invites. Yet they 
may find that neither human nor scientific research, and 
not even theology itself, can satisfy their spiritual needs. 
They turn away ill, and content with their books, even 
as the Magi turned from their astrological parchments. 
They have heard of others who, perhaps as uncultured 
as the shepherds of Bethlehem, have come into personal 
touch with a Living God, thereby obtaining happiness 
and serenity that no written page can bestow. 

So, lighted only by the Star of their Faith, they set 
out through the darkness wondering if they might find 
Him of Whom they have heard. Their journey is not 
vain; always the promise that “they who seek shall find” 
must be fulfilled, and sooner or later (perhaps in an 
unexpected setting) they know themselves to be in the 
Presence of their Lord. Henceforth their doubts, are past. 
Their creed rests now not on reasoned argument but on 
personal experience. They offer all they are and all they 
possess, in a state of perfect blissful giving. They kneel in 
worship of All Creation, rapturous and ecstatic. Their 
quest ends as the quest of the Magi ended. And, young 
or old in Earth years as these seekers may be, it is on 
the day their search ends that in the truest sense life 
begins. 

HOPE 

There is a feeling of incompletion in the modem 
world today, mounting often to frustration, experienced 
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by many. It comes most particularly to men and women 
who are occupied in good works — who recognize the 
needs of others and try to meet them, trying to love 
their neighbors as themselves. There are so many ways 
of service; to use one is to leave many unused. This sense 
of frustration can be mastered in many ways, but the 
Christian overcomes this sense of “So little done, so 
much to do” by seeing life in the context of Eternity 
where the present is only fragmentary. But its very in¬ 
comprehensiveness emphasizes the greatness of what is 
yet to be. The Apostle John wrote, “Now are we the 
Children of God, and it is not yet made manifest what 
we shall be”. 

All is staked on the Resurrection of Christ and on the 
Father Whom that Resurrection revealed. This new be¬ 
lief transformed men’s attitude toward life, giving them 
hope to endure while seeing the inevitable. The Resur¬ 
rection of Jesus reversed every doom of every kind of 
death and thus forever annulled the hopelessness which 
must settle down on everyone who seriously ponders what 
is involved in the universal empire of physical death. It 
was by faith in the Resurrection that mankind was en¬ 
abled to renew its youth. 

The poet in the Apostle Paul felt himself at one also 
with all the pain and frustration of human nature. Its 
very incompleteness pointed beyond itself. Does not the 
whole of Creation stand, as it were, in expectation of 
its deliverance, waiting for its share in the promised New 
Age? Mankind has already experienced the first act of 
deliverance in Christ. Might not the travailing of nature 
point to some similar consummation? 

Everywhere there is change and decay but that con¬ 
dition points to One Who does not change, Who is your 
daily companion, and in Whose service frustration can 
be overcome and immortality assured. 

The hope centered in the Resurrection is concerned 
not just with survival after death, which taken alone 
would have very little interest for die Initiate, but with 
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life in relation to the Living God. Easter, if it is what 
the Christian claims for it, is the guarantee that the last 
work in the scheme of things is with the goodness of 
God Who is able to achieve His purpose in the Universe 
and in the lives of His children everywhere. That pur¬ 
pose cannot be filled in this world under the limitations 
of mortality; it reaches into the order of Eternity toward 
its consummation in Heaven — that is the completion, 
my beloved brethren, of your Father’s work in each in¬ 
dividual Soul. 

So the Gospel of the Resurrection opens wider hori¬ 
zons to faith and sets Man’s life in a new dimension as 
a pilgrimage toward an eternal destiny. The Christian 
faith is essentially not worldly; if that note is muted its 
quality is debased. Its whole evaluation of human nature, 
its interpretation of experience, its distinctive moral 
standards, all depend on that faith. 

TRUST 

Some of you do not know, do not understand, how the 
brethren from the Higher Realms work with you. We 
cannot relieve you of your karma, but we are permitted 
to help you — to give you opportunities to transmute 
your own karma. We are permitted to help you with 
much love, even as a mother helps her children. 

“Ask, and ye shall receive; seek, and ye shall find the 
Truth; knock, and the door of Heaven shall be opened 
Unto you.” You may have forgotten the spirit behind 
these words. You must do the best you can for yourselves 
without anxiety; then you must have confidence in the 
Power of the Light to take charge, to help you. The 
Master once exclaimed, “Oh, ye of little faith 1” Accord¬ 
ing to your faith be it unto you; according to your faith 
in the Eternal Love, your faith in your own elder Breth¬ 
ren, your faith in all mankind be it done unto you. Do 
the elders in a family refuse to come to the aid of their 
younger brothers? How much more then do the elder 
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Brethren of the Spirit come to the aid of their brethren 
in the flesh! 

Seek Truth in all sincerity. Seek it in the quiet cham¬ 
bers of your own heart. Seek and ye shall find that con¬ 
tact with the Eternal Love, the Eternal Power. Ask of 
that Love and that Power. Ask, and the supply will be 
unfailing; the supply of spiritual Power will flow through 
you and your life, enabling you to forget self and rise in 
service to your fellowmen. Then knock! Knock on the 
door of initiation, the Temple door, the door of your 
inner Heaven. And knocking means action — means that 
you must act according to the Law. In this manner you 
will fulfill the Law. 

There is only one TRUTH, being like unto a radiant 
jewel of many facets, each facet giving forth the One 
Light, each facet radiating its particular reflection of 
the heart of its being. As soon as you perceive your own 
true faith cease to seek other faiths. Keep on the chosen 
path which is yours and which will direct your Earth 
life and bring you safely to your father. 

The blessed hope and glorious appearance of Jesus 
Christ is strangely mingled with warnings of doom and 
even of the end of the physical world. What does it 
mean, my brethren? There is no place in which the Chris¬ 
tian teaching is more unintelligible to other people (and 
sometimes even to Christians themselves) than in this 
language about the Second Coming. That which should 
be an understanding has become merely bewildering. 
What do the followers of Jesus really mean by it? And 
how does it bear on the human situation now — “in the 
time of this mortal life”? 

What the early Church meant by this is quite clear. 
It meant the manifestation of Christ in glory, the vindi¬ 
cation of Jesus and His trumph, the redemption and the 
fulfillment of prophecy. That hope, implicit in their trust 
in Him, filled the brethren with joy and confidence. 
Because they could hope, they could overcome the world. 
That hope was no unrealistic optimism; it was founded on 
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faith in God, their Father, and in Jesus Christ, their 
Lord. Such hope, beloved brethren, is desperately needed 
today. It is one of the best gifts a church of any Faith 
can offer Man with which to resist the dark flood of 
fear which threatens to overwhelm him in death of his 
faith. 

In some periods of human progression that radiant 
faith was obscured by warnings of fearful judgment. 
Was that just faithlessness and loss of nerve, or are re¬ 
demption and judgment the same? The fundamental con¬ 
cern of the Christian is not primarily with the Second 
Coming of Jesus in the sense of bodily return. The New 
Testament speaks of the “Coming”, not of the “Second 
Coming”. It no doubt looks forward to a final end in 
which Jesus has put all His enemies under His feet — 
no prose sentence can do more than hint at it. But the 
fundamental concern of His followers is with His unseen 
Presence in the world at all times throughout history. 

The hope of every Christian is not for the arrival of 
an Utopia out of the sky, wherein all problems have been 
solved; rather, it is for the advent of Jesus in history with 
all its strains, tensions and tragedies. Who can doubt that 
He is at work in the world today in the technical and 
social revolution, the new economic interdependence, the 
intoxicating visions of freedom; leading, molding the peo¬ 
ple into unity for a wider reign of justice and brother¬ 
hood? 

Yet, at every step there will be fresh strains and dan¬ 
gers, more responsible and fateful decisions. The Chris¬ 
tian looks for the day when the issues before men have 
become increasingly clear and critical ( in human terms, 
dangerous), for then men will be challenged with the 
ultimate question: Will you or will you not have this 
Man to reign over you? 


☆ ☆ ☆ 
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Infinite Spirit of abounding Love, may our be¬ 
loved. brethren become ever more conscious of the 
faith which can remove the mountains of doubt and 
difficulty from their paths, and may they never fail 
to look forward and upward toward the Light that 
shineth eternally through the darkness of the world — 
the Light of the Father of All. 


Amen 
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SECURITY 
Self Reliance 

T hat security is both necessary and salutary as an 
aid to life none would doubt; what may well be 
doubted is whether it is adequate as an ideal to 
guide the daily life. Its place in the over-all pattern of 
things is to serve as a means, not as an end. Thus, eco¬ 
nomic security is a means to personal happiness and 
freedom, and national security is a means to the release 
of the energies of a people for the tasks of peace. 

Where security is aimed at, or becomes the focal point 
of one’s aim, for the sake of acquiring security itself, 
disillusionment is likely to be the result. When it has 
been achieved, the secure way of life may prove to be 
disappointing and empty; your very nature will compel 
you to seek challenging experiences, or perhaps I should 
qualify that and say that it will compel you to if you 
desire to be a part of the stream of life instead of vegetat¬ 
ing. Remember that the Life principle is strife — striv¬ 
ing — friction. 

Further, while it is clear that security is possible over 
certain areas of life, beyond their frontiers lie uncharted 
regions to be entered only by those who substitute ad¬ 
venture for safety, and supplement knowledge with faith 
and hope. 

Man’s ultimate need, therefore, is for inner security — 
“the calm of mind, all passion spent” — as a great writer 
said. There are, beloved brethren, great figures of the 
past who command admiration less by their achievements 
than for their inner worth, their constancy under trial, 
their unshaken purpose in defeat, and their humility in 
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the hour of triumph. These were concerned not with 
themselves but with the tasks set to them; they were con¬ 
vinced they had a mission to accomplish, and they com¬ 
mitted themselves to their Father God Who would help 
them to perform it. 

There is the need for all to have their hearts fixed on 
God, which gives the assurance that stability is to be 
found where it forever abides — in Him Who is “the 
Father of Light, with Whom is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning.” 

We would like to give a vivid presentation of this Truth 
which is to be found in your Bible, beloved. When the 
Initiate Paul took a journey across the sea to Rome, as 
a prisoner on the boat, he and all the others were in¬ 
volved in the great turmoil of a storm. As the peril of 
the ship’s company increased, Paul, prisoner though he 
was, came to a commanding position and maintained 
that state until he was virtually in control. The ship was 
drifting; crew and soldiers were at their wits’ end; he 
alone remained calm and unmoved amid the panic, un¬ 
til he inspired the others with his calmness and fortitude. 
Paul himself explained how this was possible. “There 
stood by me this night the Angel of God, Whose I am, 
and Whom I serve, saying ‘Fear not, Paul’.” He was 
delivered from fear of circumstances by the acknowl¬ 
edgment of One Who is Lord of circumstances. Because 
his faith was rooted in God, he had inner stability even 
when outward security seemed lacking. 

In all ages Man has sought after the abiding that lies 
beyond all mortal change, and what he seeks is in con¬ 
sciousness of his relationship with God and all creation. 
In a generation that knows comfort but not peace, se¬ 
curity but not stability, that has its basic needs met but 
misses the deep satisfactions, the mission of every Church 
and Faith is to bear witness to God in Whom true joy 
and peace, and the only real security are to be found. 
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We pray, Oh Father God, that our Earth breth¬ 
ren may have in their daily lives the humility, sim¬ 
plicity, innocence and gentleness which were in the 
Earthly life of Jesus, the Lord Christ. 

May they seek the Love, the Truth, the Light 
which comes from Thee, and which can be found 
not in the spoken word, but in the silence of each 
sold. 

We pray for the world of men, and that the fear 
which shadows the lives of Thy great human Family 
may yield to constructive thought and faith in Thy 
Wisdom, and in Thy Plan for all mankind — which 
Plan will work when spiritual issues rise above the 
material needs, and the peace and vision of the 
Christ is the guiding star in every human life. 

Grant unto all Thy Children Thy perfect Peace. 

Amen 



XV 

THE HIDDEN YEARS OF THE MASTER JESUS 
A Time of Preparation 

M y beloved Earth brethren, I desire to tell you of 
the years spent on Earth by the Beloved Master 
Jesus, of which so little is known and in which 
the Ancient Mysteries are recorded. I would remind you 
that the mysteries of life are embraced in the ancient 
teachings of Masonry. Call these teachings by any other 
name, but the story of the Soul’s creation and progress on 
the path of life is set forth in this ancient school. Through¬ 
out the ages these teachings were guarded, and only the 
initiated few penetrated the veil. A life foundation can 
be found in the life of the Master, Jesus of Nazareth. 

Some think the story of that pure and beautiful life 
is merely an ideal. Some think it is possible that Jesus 
never actually lived, and, in any case, that so much mys¬ 
tery surrounds His life that it is questionable whether 
the story as related in the four Gospels is reliable after 
so many teachers and translators have handled the origi¬ 
nal records. Bear in mind, my dear ones, that in the life 
of the great Christian Master is portrayed the life of 
Everyman, the path of evolution which awaits every Soul. 

An ancient saying proclaims, “As above, so below”, 
and I would say to you that the presentation of the life 
of Christ is a bringing down to Earth of an ideal, or a 
spiritual Man of the Heavens. And thus step by step 
may be traced the Birth, the Initiations, and the Cruci¬ 
fixion — the exact path to be followed by the Soul of 
every man. 

In the ancient days the teaching of Freemasonry dif¬ 
fered widely from today. The preparation before the 
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candidate’s entry into the Lodge was for a far longer 
period, and years elapsed between the degrees of initia¬ 
tion, as compared with the few months allotted in mod¬ 
em days to the ushering of the Candidate into the inner 
school. This thought brings us to an episode in the life 
of Jesus when He was twelve years of age. I would pre¬ 
sent to you a picture of a boy of that age talking with 
the wise men who listened, entranced by His words. 

In the ancient teachings, the “Age of Twelve” had 
an esoteric meaning; it was no period of twelve years, 
but meant that after the Candidate had passed through 
his preparation and first initiation, he was received into 
the Halls of Wisdom — the Halls of Wisdom to which the 
Candidate is admitted after passing through the Hall 
of Learning — the place to which he is raised by initia¬ 
tion, by that inflow of Power and Light which the Master 
and the Angelic Ones focus upon a candidate in order 
to quicken his perception and his understanding of Uni¬ 
versal Truths. 

Jesus, “at the Age of Twelve” — at a certain point — 
and at twelve noon (those who have ears to hear will 
understand) — was called into the Temple of Wisdom 
and there we find Him with the Wise Men. He is re¬ 
ported to have answered His earthly parents in a strange 
manner it would seem — “Know ye not that I must be 
about my Father’s business?” Couple these words with 
those used in His ministry when He taught that a man 
must leave all, leave his father and his mother — be 
divided against his family if necessary, must give up all, 
to follow the Heavenly Father. Thus He expressed this 
inner truth, “I have no place in the world of men, I 
have to be about my Father’s business.” 

According to Christian tradition, nothing is reported 
of the Master’s life between the ages of twelve and 
thirty, and his ministry lasted three years. Here again, 
my beloved, is an esoteric Truth. The age of 33 — 3 
and 3 — another important landmark on the path, for 
that period or that age (I am not speaking of earthly 
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years, remember), marked the great initiation of His 
life; marked that moment when he passed the highest 
degree possible for man to pass in relation to the Earth 
path of evolution. Please understand this does not infer 
that there are no greater heights to climb beyond; we 
merely refer to the Earth path of evolution. 

And now, we come to the period after the Age of 
Twelve, or after the time when He became an Initiate 
in the Halls of Wisdom. Remember that the Master 
Jesus was bom into a Brotherhood; He belonged to a 
group of advanced Souls. His life was a continual prepara¬ 
tion and, I was going to say, a continual initiation. His 
life presented the Soul path, as I have already said, of 
the ordinary man, which takes thousands of years. It 
was a presentation to the Western world, simple, cogent, 
vital, of the esoteric meaning of Life. Whereas, before 
the coming of Jesus, these mysteries were kept sacredly 
guarded, now the way was opened for all Souls to fol¬ 
low the path freely and openly. In the past the way of 
initiation had been confined to the few, but now it was 
opened freely. With the rending of the veil in the Temple 
(how striking a symbolism, my beloved) the Inner Mys¬ 
teries were revealed. Thus every man who so wishes can 
read in the life of Jesus the mystery of the Universe and 
of himself. 

Now I will return to the hidden years. We come back 
again to where we find the Master Jesus in the school, 
in the Hall of Wisdom. Picture him in the Temple at 
Jerusalem — again a hidden meaning — in the City of 
Jerusalem, the City of Light, and in the Temple of 
Light. In this Temple Jesus wandered (I use that word 
for a purpose) for many years. There are records which 
are not read by the uninitiated, unknown by most scholars, 
but kept, nevertheless, and preserved in the Temples of 
the East. When humanity is ready — is sufficiently en¬ 
lightened — it will be told of these records and they will 
be made general property. 

Jesus travelled into far countries, into Persia, India, 
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Tibet. He visited the Wise Men who journeyed from 
the East at the time of His birth. To many this is noth¬ 
ing more than a pretty fairy story, but much truth and 
wisdom lies behind that visit of the Masters of the sacred 
lore who knew of the coming of Jesus — who knew of 
His mission. In time He traveled to them and learned 
much concerning psychic and occult lore. He visited 
Egypt also. Though it may sound dogmatic for me to 
be saying these things so definitely, my dear ones, I sub¬ 
mit the knowledge I have read — not in books, but in 
the records of The Soul. 

We find Jesus going through periods of training and 
preparation. Remember, in those days the whole life of 
a man was given up to a search for Truth, to the prepara¬ 
tion and to the whole development of his Soul; whereas, 
in these days it is only over a short period of years, or 
sometimes only months — and then a Soul is considered 
an adept or a full initiate of the ancient Mysteries! 

You may ask the question, “Was Jesus a Mason?” 
The Roman Catholic Church proclaims Jesus, but dis¬ 
claims Masonry. I speak of Masonry in the universal 
sense. When you approach the Inner Mysteries, you see 
in Masonry the clearest representations of the inner mys¬ 
teries. I do not mean to infer, my beloved, that only by 
passing through a Masonic Lodge on your Earth can a 
man enter the Mysteries. Masonic teaching today is just 
an outward symbol, but contains universal Truth from 
which one cannot escape regardless of which path is 
followed. As for the Roman Catholic Church: there are 
still Christians by name who, whilst allying themselves 
with Christ’s teaching, will nevertheless deny certain 
cosmic truths. Great Truths are brought down into the 
crudities of the lower mind, and are there distorted and 
misrepresented. 

Jesus visited the Halls of Wisdom in many parts of 
the Earth during those hidden years between the ages 
of twelve and thirty. In these places there were great 
centers of power. You may ask, “Were these centers al- 
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ready power centers before He went there or did He 
take the power into them?” I would reply that — speak¬ 
ing purely of the West — He could baptize or consecrate 
the place and attract Cosmic rays to that center because 
of His presence. In the East there were already established 
the Centers of Wisdom and Power. He would be able 
to contribute, to increase the power. You have only to 
visit certain places to feel a presence, an atmosphere you 
call it. How did it come? Created through the vibrations 
and beauty of some man’s Soul, enhanced by the rays 
he draws to that place because of the Light he himself 
radiates. 

The Master Jesus took the Initiations of Egypt, and 
of Persia and India — a universal initiation. He passed 
through a great preparation in Egypt and there are 
records, found in Egypt, bearing out this statement. 

He was bom in humble surroundings, in a cave, He is 
bom in the humility of the seeking human heart, my 
brethren. There is no separation in the Universe. All 
must be cohesive, as your own science teaches you. You 
cannot be separated from the birth of your Lord. Jesus 
being bom in the cave is symbolical of the birth of the 
Son, the Light of the World, in you. Materialism clamors 
always to assert itself, to destroy the Child, the Spiritual 
Child in you. Each anniversary of His Birth, each Festi¬ 
val, must reinforce that Child in your heart. When you 
look back over past years may you recognize not only 
the Babe but the Master in your heart, growing in stature 
and in wisdom within, as He did in the story told in the 
Christian Bible. 

Bear this in mind, my beloved: IT MATTERS NOT 
ONE IOTA WHETHER YOUR CHRISTIAN SCRIP¬ 
TURE IS BASED ON MATERIAL FACTS OR NOT, 
WHAT MATTERS IS THAT IT IS BASED ON A 
COSMIC TRUTH. And this mankind must recognize 
before it enters into the joys of the Christ-Mass, the 
Christ Festival. The Christ is your Master. The Light 
within must be your guiding Star and must grow to ma- 
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turity, and eventually reveal Itself as the Master Whom 
you seek — the Master for Whom the Wise Men searched. 

JESUS WALKED IN ENGLAND 

There was a time during the war when it seemed that 
the little country, England, could not survive but would 
feel the feet of a conqueror upon her soil. We of the 
Higher Spheres knew this could not be because within 
her shores England held one of the most sacred places 
of this planet, a place where the beloved Master Jesus 
once rested and labored during has Earthly sojourn. We 
refer to Glastonbury where some of those who read this 
message may have journeyed and felt the power so freely 
poured forth there even now. 

There are certain so-called traditions connected with 
Glastonbury, but we would say tradition is very often 
actual truth founded upon certain facts which may, in 
the passage of time, have lost their real significance, and 
so are spoken of as legends or traditions. You have read 
in your Bible, my beloved, of a certain rich man named 
Joseph of Arimathea. It is said he came to Cornwall in 
England and drew his riches from the tin mines there, 
and that during one of his visits he brought with him 
the boy Jesus and His mother. 

In the places where Jesus prayed in those far-off days 
the early underground churches were built, and the first 
Christian church built above ground was built at Glaston¬ 
bury. 

In the early days the Wise Ones who came to this 
Earth to teach and minister to their brethren were cruel¬ 
ly tortured and burned at the stake, so that for a time 
they had to cease their ministry and wait once more for 
a better understanding to come to mankind. 

Joseph of Arimathea certainly came to Britain and 
preached of the Wisdom and Love of God; and in his 
old age came again to Glastonbury, which became his 
final resting place on Earth. 

It was there he set up the true worship of Christ, 
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guarding with his brethren (who with himself were mem¬ 
bers of the Great White Brotherhood incarnate) the 
Grail, or Chalice, brought by the early Christians from 
the Holy Land. This Chalice was hidden by Joseph, be¬ 
fore he died, in the hillside where the water comes from 
its source glistening like silver, but as it falls to the ground 
it becomes red as blood. Legend has it that Joseph let 
one drop of the Blood fall and from this sacred drop the 
Rose of Glastonbury bloomed — that deep red rose of 
six double petals which is one of the symbols of love 
and service of your own Brotherhood, my beloved. 

It was in Glastonbury that the Ancient Wisdom was 
first taught in the West; and there St. Philip, one of the 
Twelve Disciples of the Master Jesus, came to give forth 
certain Teachings of the Christian Mysteries during his 
pilgrimage on this Earth. 

These were in the days long past, but NOW there is 
a Holy Shrine in Glastonbury used by the Great White 
Brotherhood discarnate where great Ceremonials take 
place at certain times; and where Masonic sacred rituals 
are given; and where the Master Jesus Himself is the 
Leader; and where from His Body of Light great power 
and healing goes forth not only throughout England but 
throughout the whole world. 

Many remarkable visions have been vouchsafed there 
to those whose lives have proved them worthy to receive, 
and through whose instrumentality the Higher Brother¬ 
hood are able to bring elucidation of certain mysteries 
which will be given to many in the future, but which at 
this present time can only be divulged to those advanced 
Souls who have the necessary spiritual inner knowledge 
brought into manifestation through many lives. This 
knowledge will be more fully used ere long in service and 
love towards their brethren, who will prepare the way 
for the New Age now dawning, the age when the Church 
of St. John, the Beloved, will be the Spiritual Home on 
Earth of the Mystic, of the Visionary with spiritual in¬ 
sight, and the Followers and Disciples of the Christ. 



142 Third Book of Azrael 

And so, my beloved Earth brethren, you will recog¬ 
nize “why” these “Mystic Isles” were saved; and we re¬ 
peat now that whatever may happen in the future this 
little Land will always be preserved safe and free from 
invasion because of the sacred Place within its heart, and 
because also of the turning of the people towards their 
Father God, of their realization of the spiritual issues 
as above the material, and the unselfish loving service 
willingly given to their brethren who are suffering the 
pangs of hunger, even now, all over the world. 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

We pray, Oh Father of all Thy human creation, 
that fear may yield to faith. May the knowledge of 
Thy Presence everywhere bring that harmony of 
the spirit which can open through the power of Light 
the inner vision whereby the Souls of Thy Children 
can see into the inner worlds of Truth. 

May each one know how near are their Souls to 
those mighty Truths that are themselves the very 
essence of all Creation. 

In the silence of peace and meditation Thou wilt 
speak and open the hearts and minds of those who 
seek Thee to receive the Knowledge and the Spirit 
of Love. 



XVI 


THE MYSTICAL GOSPEL OF ST. JOHN, 
THE BELOVED 

The Hidden Meaning 

T he Gospel of the Revelation of The Divine Glory — 
Divine Love — is also the Gospel of the enrichment 
of human life through the presence of Jesus; 
thr ough the understanding derived from His acts and 
words then and now. 

One of the early Christian Initiates spoke of the Fourth 
Gospel, which was given by St. John the Beloved, as a 
“spiritual Gospel” written after the other three in order 
to make plain the inner meaning of those facts in the life 
of the Beloved Master Jesus which the previous evan¬ 
gelists had related without attention to more than their 
“bodily” character. What the early Initiate had in mind 
was the distinction between a plain record of events and 
an interpretation which disclosed their true nature and 
purpose. While in this respect we feel he exaggerated 
the difference between the first three and the Fourth 
Gospel, yet there is some difference. 

It is an error to suppose that the Gospel is a literary 
exposition of the teaching relating to the Logos, which 
is given in the opening verses of what is called the Pro¬ 
logue. St. John, as an Evangelist, desired to make it as 
clear as possible that whatever men had had in mind 
when they wrote of the Logos as the Divine and Creative 
Reason — or Word — had come to pass in the life of 
Jesus. The final verse in the Prologue, “And the Logos 
was made flesh and dwelt among us” is the introduction 
to the history and it means that God lived and spake 
on the lower planes as Man. 
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The Gospel according to St. John is the Gospel of the 
full revelation of the meaning of the life of Jesus on 
Earth. What St. John saw, he revealed; and he saw the 
manifestation of the Divine Love, or Glory, in the events 
of that life, including the Cross. This is the special con¬ 
tribution he makes to the understanding of the Gospel 
history. 

“Life” is one of the great words which are character¬ 
istic of the Gospel of St. John. It is too comprehensive a 
subject for any exact definition of it to be possible. What 
is certain is that St. John understands it to be the Power 
of God, the very Power which is explained to you as be¬ 
ing God’s Love. Life, then, is the vital flow of the Divine 
Force created and projected by the essence of Divine 
Love. And the manifestation of this phase of the Eternal 
One was wholly consummated in Jesus as a visible and 
audible Teaching of the Truth that that which was 
(and known to Man as Jesus) forever is, and is the ulti¬ 
mate manifestation to be consummated in every man. 

From age to age, my beloved, Christ Jesus has re¬ 
mained firmly planted in Man’s mind as the One under¬ 
standable Source to whom all men can turn when turn¬ 
ing away from the idols that are the source of stagna¬ 
tion, and the dams preventing spiritual awakening; find¬ 
ing in Him hope for themselves, faith in themselves, and 
the will to go forward. They find, through contempla¬ 
tion of His words and actions, and through communion 
with His spiritual Essence, the Love Power craved by 
the Soul of every man; the Love Power which he must 
release from deep within himself so that it might flow 
through him endlessly beyond, serving as balm and bless¬ 
ing to the Universe. 

In the Revelation of St. John some of the word-con¬ 
cepts, or imagery, are hardly more terrifying than those 
of mankind in these modem times which are themselves 
but imagery of Man’s “nightmares” (distorted ideas bom 
out of ignorance of Truth). How do you, my brethren, 
view your world today? Many of you image greed, hate, 
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and possible destruction of the physical manifestations 
of life. In talking to and teaching those who are in such 
states of mind we must use their own mental symbols, 
otherwise the message would be outside their plane of 
experience and understanding. It is because of this fact 
that much of our teaching to those on Earth uses the 
imagery of “threat of war” and “destruction” to evoke 
from you greater effort toward the elevation of your con¬ 
sciousness. Our ministry of Love to you, our beloved 
brethren, was chosen by us, and its chief objective is to 
awaken your inherent spiritual desire to know truth and 
prompt you to seek It. 

The Revelation of St. John was written down for the 
predominately unenlightened intellects of that time in 
the symbolic form which they could use to their spiritual 
advantage. Physical Man must have physical imagery 
and he is certain to make literal, or physical, interpre¬ 
tations. But he is able to use these interpretations as 
spiritual stepping stones and rise to higher concepts and 
the more spiritual interpretations, the higher meanings 
of which are embodied in the very same teaching. So, 
“To each man his own” — and may each have the good 
grace to allow the others to learn by their own interpre¬ 
tations and experiences. 

That which is most stressed throughout the Revelation 
is the sovereignty of God the Father, my beloved breth¬ 
ren. Whatever happened on the Earth plane, God was 
still there — had not abdicated His throne. To the be¬ 
liever in God the thought of His sovereignty is full of en¬ 
couragement and entirely consoling for it assures him 
that, despite all appearances to the contrary, this planet 
has not passed out of God’s loving control. 

One day there will be a New Order, the final triumph 
of Man over circumstances. The end of the Book of 
Revelation contains a symbolic picture of regenerated 
human society in which the peace enjoyed by mankind 
is shared by the world of nature. It is not a peace of 
stagnation, of negation, but a peace of perfect harmony 
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and oneness throughout all creation — God’s Will and 
Man’s will having become one. 

The actual and the ideal may be far apart in human 
experience, but such union can be seen by those who 
have their inner vision opened, because it represents to 
them the declared Purpose of God. They wifi therefore 
pray and work for such fulfillment with the full realiza¬ 
tion of their own personal responsibility. For it must be 
evident that a new and better order for God’s human 
creation can be established only to the degree that indi¬ 
viduals submit their wills to the control and guidance 
of God’s Will. 


JESUS* DISCIPLES 

We find the Love of the Beloved Master Jesus as de¬ 
picted in the story of Judas to be the perfect illustration 
of His Redeeming Power. Jesus had the power to look 
back into the past lives of Judas, and in the record of 
the Soul He could see that Judas had been treated 
treacherously, and slain. And He also knew that eventual¬ 
ly the karmic urge for retaliation would rise up in Judas 
and cause him to inflict treachery, resulting in the murder 
of another. Jesus knew also that if the victim of this 
treachery would not forgive the act the karmic cycle of 
treachery and murder would continue and would retard 
the evolution of Judas and all the others who had been, 
and were yet to be, involved in that karmic cycle. He 
knew, too, that Judas had to be given an opportunity to 
work this hatred out of his heart. What could be the 
solution to such an apparently endless circle of circum¬ 
stance? 

Through the Beloved Master’s teaching and demonstra¬ 
tion of the “Way of the Cross” and "its purpose, you 
learned of the redemption of sins (karmic action); 
learned how each of you may redeem your brothers, 
even from karmic pain such as Judas was caught up in. 
Absolute forgiveness is the redeeming Grace; and it is 
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but the demonstration of God’s Love, through Man, neu¬ 
tralizing human error. 

Peter was very anxious to prove his love for his Master. 
He demanded that his head and hands be washed, as 
well as his feet. He was lacking in understanding of the 
esoteric, the inner meaning of that symbolic ritual. Jesus 
told him that only the feet could be washed at that time. 
Feet, being that part of the physical body that is founded 
on the ground (on earth), symbolize physical-plane Man. 
As has been taught by all enlightened Souls of ancient 
times, and later by John the Baptist, the purification of 
physical-plane Man’s emotions and desires must be 
thoroughly and completely accomplished before he can 
be assisted with the next phase of his expansion — that 
of purification of thought and the intent which moti¬ 
vates Man’s acts of service. This second stage is sym¬ 
bolized by the head and hands. And Peter desired to 
acquire this higher state all at once, and with little ef¬ 
fort on his part. But such is not God’s way for Man’s 
unfolding into spirituality. 

In spite of Peter’s avowed love of Christ, his avowed 
desire for inner Christ consciousness and holy commun¬ 
ion within the heart, and apparent eagerness to achieve 
this state, Jesus knew that at the first test Peter would 
fail. He was aware that Peter knew His teachings in¬ 
tellectually only. This is the state of orthodox churches 
today, as depicted in Peter; understanding with the in¬ 
tellect but without spiritual insight, and without the Love 
Power to compensate for evil, rather than evil retaliating 
with evil and thus creating an unbalance. 

Jesus with His deep spiritual insight, knew Peter as 
Peter didn’t know himself. He recognized Peter’s ap¬ 
parent eagerness as impatience and knew it to be the 
outcome of a desire to acquire without earning. “No”. 
He said to Peter, “You are not yet ready to follow me.” 
He knew Peter really wanted the prestige he thought 
could be gained from such a “spiritual experience”, and 
could clearly see that he was neither humble, simple, nor 
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self-sacrificing. Did he not later deny the Christ, just 
as Jesus knew he would? 

No man can acquire spiritual enlightenment without 
having first earned it through experience and understand¬ 
ing. Any knowledge gained intellectually, as opposed to 
inspirationally, is subject to “death” at any time and 
without notice. I am sure all of you, my brethren, are 
acquainted with the vagaries of the human mind. It is 
so easily swayed by events and the opinions of others! 
It will change in a twinkling and deny the very thing it 
was so certain of just the moment before. It was Peter’s 
role to demonstrate this teaching. Man’s intellect is faulty 
and changeable; but what he receives through personal 
inner revelation accorded him by God’s Grace in the 
high estate of Christ consciousness (in Christ’s Name) 
he KNOWS as Truth and he will retain his conscious¬ 
ness of it throughout eternity, and will never deny it. So 
Peter represented intellectual Man. 

Why this story in the Gospel of St. John, the Gospel 
of Love? Because the very essence of the story is that of 
sublime Divine Love — the redeeming power of love ! 
In Jesus’ reaction to Peter’s denial of Jesus the Christ lies 
the Truth which gives rise to the spreading of His Teach¬ 
ing. 


THE SPIRITUAL LOVE TEACHINGS 
OF ST. JOHN THE BELOVED 

Accept your karma. Admit your rightful ownership 
and your responsibility for the things which “befall” you, 
my brethren, but hold no man in your debt! Never de¬ 
mand of others what you must demand of yourself. 
Release, or forgive, all from any responsibility for that 
which has happened in your life. Know that it has been 
your attitude toward these things and your reaction to 
them that has caused your anguish and increased your 
future troubles — your karma. And above all, give forth 
the highest form of love of which you are capable (cast 
your bread upon the waters) at all times; and as that 
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Love becomes more nearly purified it will encircle the 
Universe, blessing all in its path, and return to “wash 
away” your own karma. Love is like a snowball rolling 
down a snowy hillside. Every heart that Love touches 
responds with a returning of Love, and thus the original 
Force is increased as it wings Its way throughout all 
Creation; giving of Itself, yet ever multiplying as the 
reciprocal reaction to the giving. 

Very few people of Earth are ready, as yet, to under¬ 
stand the deeper significance of the teachings as given 
by St. John. From the Higher Plane of spiritual vision 
we say that the teachings of St. John are as old as the 
world itself and came into being with the birth of the 
world. They were laid down in the Book of Law, in the 
Grand Plan of Life, before the creation of Earth’s hu¬ 
manity. They have been proclaimed and re-proclaimed 
through the ages. Only the manner of their revealing 
to mankind throughout the ages has varied. And St. John, 
the disciple who represented Love in Man, reveals the 
way of Love. Divine Love manifest through Man has the 
Power (IS the Power) to redeem Man’s sins — his nega¬ 
tive karma. The demonstration, or bestowing, of this 
Love upon your fellowmen is the act of forgiveness of 
human error, thereby turning it into good — into useful 
service as a stepping stone on the Path of spiritual evolve- 
ment. 


TEACHINGS FOR THE AQUARIAN AGE 

We here are concerned chiefly with this present Age, 
with reference to the Revelation of St. John, the loving 
disciple who became the Apostle of Love, for you are 
now in the Aquarian age to which St. John referred and 
as was promised by Jesus. During the age of Pisces, just 
passed, you have been receiving the teachings as inter¬ 
preted by the Christian Church on the outer plane. The 
mind of humanity has thus slowly but steadily been pre¬ 
pared for the grand revelation of the deeper meaning of 
the Truth Teaching which has been ordained to come 
with the Aquarian Age. 
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The twelve disciples represent the twelve sides or 
facets of Man — his human characteristics which de¬ 
termine his actions and reactions on the human physical 
level. St. John draws you a graphic picture of what is 
erroneous in Man’s idea and judgment of each of them. 
He also shows you why not one of any of the twelve is 
the “one and sufficient” way to spiritual growth, except 
the all-encompassing one of Love. 

The theme of Love and Forgiveness is woven into each 
illustration, and the whole of St. John’s Gospel invites 
you to prayerful meditation whereby God may reveal 
to each of you His heretofore hidden meaning of the 
Love Teachings of St. John. 

Jesus prophesied to His Disciples that they would meet 
a man bearing a pitcher of water, and how this would 
come before they made preparation for the Holy Com¬ 
munion. In other words, inwardly Man comes to the 
place of knowing that his human characteristics can be 
put to the use and service of God and brought under the 
blessed guidance of the Holy Spirit; but his human char¬ 
acteristics must first be revealed to Man’s distorted minds 
in their true state of worth, as a vital part of God’s Plan. 
They must be purified in Man’s thoughts and spiritually 
interpreted by him. The characteristics themselves (dis¬ 
ciples) are, and always have been, pure. The change 
needs to be in the human concept. The mind, not the 
characteristics, needs purifying — correcting. 

At this Holy Communion, or “Mystical Marriage” of 
Man’s consciousness with the Holy Spirit (all of which 
happens within himself) there are depicted six pitchers 
of water filled at the Marriage Feast, and it may be that 
these had reference to those symbolic pitchers used to 
carry to humanity the Waters of the Spirit — (the 
Teachings of the Higher Consciousness) which become 
the Wine of Life. 

I would like to emphasize, my beloved brethren, the 
symbolism of the man carrying the waterpot as the Man 
of the New Age. This is the Age which will usher in the 
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new birth of Spirit — the comprehension of the teach¬ 
ing concealed within the Revelation to be unfolded for 
you out of the works of St. John. These treasured Teach¬ 
ings deal solely with the spiritual development of Man — 
not with material conditions — and can be revealed to 
and understood only by those of our Earth brethren who 
are sufficiently advanced in Spiritual Consciousness to 
individually hear their Soul prompting: “Now is the 
time.” 

As always, Truth is individually sought, individually 
prepared for, and individually received. Each of you who 
read this are on the Path of Divine Knowledge, seeking 
and (I trust) patiently awaiting your “moment”. Be 
assured it will come! Turn your human characteristic 
of stubbomess into spiritual determination to persevere 
without faltering. Turn human hope into divine certainty 
that you will achieve spirituality while yet a human being. 

When, at the Marriage Feast, Jesus commanded the 
water bottles to be filled with water, it might well have 
symbolized the filling of the Souls of the New Age with 
the new understanding — the Christ Spirit. When he 
transformed the water into wine it was symbolic of the 
transmutation of all that was Man — symbolizing the 
natural outgrowth of a higher state of consciousness from 
the lower preceding state that had served as one of pre¬ 
paredness for the new — and which progressive con¬ 
tinuance of unfolding consciousness is endless. The Mysti¬ 
cal Marriage denoted the union of the Soul’s understand¬ 
ing with the Spirit of Truth. 

In the Christian Church is to be seen the body of 
Christianity — the physical manifestation which is the 
channel through which the Higher Truth has been try¬ 
ing to function, but has had to bide Its time until this 
age of mental comprehension. When a body, even a 
Church body, grows old and weary it passes away, for 
it has outlived its usefulness, and has no further posi¬ 
tive contribution to make toward the living. The Spirit 
of the passing Age withdraws from its body, or mani- 
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festations, into the Unseen, and there awaits rebirth in 
another form where it can begin a new and more highly 
evolved span of service. The new body of the wedded 
Truths of Christianity, or the united Teachings of Christ 
and St. John, is even now being born. 

The teachings of St. John contain Pearls of Great 
Price for all diligent seekers who ask to be admitted to 
the Truth. In one chapter particularly there lies one 
great profound Truth — the most beautiful explanation 
and illustration of Divine Love which Christ, the Son of 
God, came upon Earth to bring to mankind. I refer 
again to the incident of the Master washing the feet of 
His disciples. You first learned to understand this as a 
physical demonstration of humility, my beloved, but you 
are now ready to understand the deeper, more spiritual 
meaning. 

When Jesus had achieved the spiritual awareness of 
His divinity (divinity of Man) and experienced the rev¬ 
erent joy of communing in the Brotherhood of Man and 
God, perceiving the Oneness of all Creation, He knew 
that His hour had come — the great “moment of Truth” 
He had been striving and preparing for — the time of 
being finished with being both physical and spiritual, 
when He could finally ascend within Himself to His 
rightful spiritual estate — the inner Kingdom of God. 
He laid aside the consciousness of His human self and 
stood in the simplicity of His Spiritual Nature, for by 
that time He had come to know Himself and perceive 
the magnificent but simple Truth that All is Love. 

Thus, having purified (corrected) His thinking, He 
was able to exonerate all His past human failures and 
seeming errors from any interpretation of their being 
evil, and to think of Himself as being without sin, and 
so give His entire heart and mind to the business of wip¬ 
ing all painful memories of the past out of His thoughts 
and giving His undivided attention to the inspired 
thoughts (inner revelations) of the present. (One of 
Man’s most difficult, but necessary, tasks is that of self- 
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forgiveness.) Recall, my beloved, that the disciples repre¬ 
sented human attributes and, therefore represented all 
of their accompanying emotional disturbances, mental 
distresses, retaliatory actions, and good-intentioned pain 
visited upon others. All this was wiped out by the simple 
application of Love; simple at that Christ stage of Man’s 
awareness and consciousness but the most difficult and 
the last of all to be fully comprehended and achieved 
by the disciple. 

Only when a man has been able to accept his own 
inner release from a feeling of guilt over past “sins” he 
holds himself accountable for, can his consciousness ex¬ 
pand to the spiritual state which will enable him to see 
the blamelessness of all toward himself, and thus to ex¬ 
pand mentally and arrive at the true spiritual interpre¬ 
tation of the purifying Power of Love. 

You might ask “Why just the feet of the disciples?” 
since this was not essentially a lesson in humility. I would 
say that the feet of Man represent his earthiest, or most 
physical, aspects, as well as his most willing and obedient 
physical servants; and when one has been able to purify 
in his mind the aspects of the most base phases of hu¬ 
manity, automatically he is able to correct his thinking 
as respect to all “lesser evils”. Or, to state it in another 
way with a higher interpretation: The feet symbolize 
the human consciousness, or Soul. The Soul is not con¬ 
fined to an Earth body, but penetrates every realm of 
consciousness. Man has within himself — within his Soul 
— much of the lower elements as well as the power of 
reaching up and receiving from the Highest the Divine 
baptism of Love which purifies and makes wholly clean. 
In washing the feet, Jesus showed the importance of 
purifying the Soul-body, the desire-body. He knew that 
if Man’s desires become subject to God’s and he is pure 
in intent, the mind and acts will follow in the same vein. 

I would leave you with a final word — a message — 
from St. John the Beloved, it being a summation of the 
essence of his entire Love Teaching — the teaching 
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which fulfills all the others: Whatever sins (human 
errors) you remit to your brothers are remitted to them; 
and whatever sins you retain in your mind against them 
are retained by them and by you. 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

JOHN : XVII, 20 — 26: “Jesus' Prayer” 

Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also 
which shall believe on Me through their word; that 
they all may be One, as Thou, Father, art in Me 
and. I in Thee; that they also may be One in Us: 
that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me. 
And the glory which Thou gavest Me I have given 
them that they may be One, even as We are One: 

I in them and Thou in Me, that they may be made 
perfect in One; and that the world may know that 
Thou hast sent Me, and hast loved them as Thou 
hast loved Me. Father, I will that they also, whom 
Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am; that 
they may behold My glory which Thou hast given 
Me; for Thou lovest Me before the foundation of 
the world. O righteous Father, the world hath not 
known Thee, but I have known Thee, and these 
have known that Thou hast sent Me. And I have 
declared unto them Thy Name, and will declare 
it; that the Love wherewith Thou hast loved Me 
may be in them, and I in them.” 

Amen 

May the Divine Light of understanding bless you all, 
my brethren. 


AZRAEL 



XVII 


THE LORD’S PRAYER 
A Deeper Interpretation 

M an’s prayers, or spiritual communions with “God 
within”, should not be in the nature of suppli¬ 
cations, not even for the needs of others. You 
know enough about free will, retribution and other spirit¬ 
ual principles to keep “hands off’ — or, to be more exact, 
to keep your thoughts and conclusions out of other peo¬ 
ple’s business of daily experiencing and learning. Have 
compassion for the predicaments Man has brought him¬ 
self into and his struggles (through lack of spiritual en¬ 
lightenment) to bring himself out of them; but this com¬ 
passion belongs in your times of thinking, not in your 
times of inner communion with the spiritual Self —God 
as the Christ. 

Your beloved Lord Jesus told you how to pray but the 
mental concepts of the human self are so limited they 
have perforce reduced the Great Lord’s Prayer to a thing 
of very little spiritual power; whereas, if correctly under¬ 
stood and the Truth of it felt, the use of it can lift Man’s 
consciousness to the highest level. Shall we explore parts 
of this Prayer together here, my brethren, and thus per¬ 
haps open the door to new discoveries of meaning within 
it for you to enter and meditate upon in solitude. 

The Lord’s Prayer, as it is known to you, connects in 
a most intimate way God’s forgiveness of each of you 
with your forgiveness of those “who have injured you”. 
I would correct this concept which is an archaic one and 
unworthy of you, my brethren. Man has taken the very 
essence of this Holy Prayer (which should rightfully be 
known as Man’s Creed) and, because he couldn’t con- 
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ceive of having inherent debt toward humanity, nor hu¬ 
manity toward himself, he has proceeded to change the 
thought content in his mind to fit his very limited under¬ 
standing. He has even changed the words; again evi¬ 
dencing Man’s trait of reducing everything spiritual to 
his mental-physical, literal concepts. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, 

Hallowed be Thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come. Thy Will be done 
On Earth as it is in Heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts 
As we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the Kingdom , 

And the Power, 

And the Glory, forever. 

Amen. 

Man’s debt toward Man and toward God is to labor 
unceasingly to achieve spiritual consciousness whereby 
the act of his living among his fellowmen is in itself a 
blessing to all, and his Love-Light so shines that all who 
behold him gain an understanding of what Christ Con¬ 
sciousness does for Man, and are inspired to strive harder 
to lift their thoughts and, in turn, forge another link in 
the chain of Man helping Man to seek and attain sal¬ 
vation. This is a debt with which God has charged every 
man. Rather than seeking to dodge it by telling yourself 
that the word “debt” in your Bible is an erroneous in¬ 
terpretation or an error in printing, meditate upon the 
truth of it and strive to discharge your debt to your fel- 
lowmen and thereby to the Eternal One of All Creation. 

Asking to be forgiven your failure to pay your debt 
to the best of your ability and understanding, to be for¬ 
given to the exact degree that you forgive others for the 
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same failure to radiate Light and Love and thereby help 
you, actually should be the mental act of reminding your¬ 
self that you are aware of the Law of Retribution. Do 
unto others as you desire that they do unto you ; also be 
prepared for that to happen to you which you have caused 
to happen to another. 

This “asking” is, or should be, your affirmation to your 
deep inner Self that you understand all mankind is but 
one Divine Consciousness, that you ARE your neighbors— 
your fellowmen — and THEY ARE YOU. This is the 
great truth underlying and giving reason for the teach¬ 
ings. Mental affirmations of this Truth, made in reverent 
meditative communion in the silence of your “closed 
closet” will cause your Christ Self to imbue you with the 
knowing and feeling of this Truth in all phases of your 
mind and within your soul. 

It is necessary to distinguish between forgiveness and 
reconciliation. In one sense forgiveness may be one-sided. 
You may forgive supposed wrongs done unto you (which 
are in Truth but oversight and error due to spiritual 
ignorance and for which Man is not accountable until 
he has evolved to at least some spiritual understanding 
of righteousness); you may even manage to forcefully 
control your subconscious and conscious thoughts and 
dismiss such incidents of former unforgiveness from your 
mind, but before the blessedness of forgiveness can be 
yours, the act must be followed by reconciliation. 

Reconciliation, my brethren, does not consist of com¬ 
ing to a peaceful understanding with the injured or op¬ 
posing party. It means to reconcile yourself to new con¬ 
cepts of forgiveness or lack of it. What new concept could 
there possibly be? Just this: the understanding that Man 
has nothing to forgive and never had! 

What your fellowman does in the way of experienc¬ 
ing physical life and learning the ordained spiritual les¬ 
sons on Earth is nobody’s business outside of himself and 
God. When you can reconcile yourself to this Truth, you 
will see that you have actually been judging and condemn- 
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ing; else how could you forgive. The mental act of for¬ 
giveness presupposes a judging and condemning of your 
neighbor. Where there has been no judging and con¬ 
demning, there is no following act of forgiveness. Now 
you are called upon to go back in mind to the higher 
principle of “Judge not that ye be not judged”, which 
is but another way of saying, “Do unto others as you 
would have them do unto you”, and both exhortations 
are given to you as reminders of the Eternal Law of 
Retribution. 

Once Man has learned well the need for, and has 
resurrected within himself the desire to, forgive all things 
then he has had an elevation of consciousness and it is 
time to talk to him of reconciliation for he can then 
comprehend. So, my beloved brethren, I now pass from 
the teaching of forgiveness (which you have needed un¬ 
til now) and exhort you to seek reconciliation with the 
higher principle of “Live and let live” which goes be¬ 
yond the principle of forgiveness. 

Let us go into other phases of this mighty Prayer and 
seek to comprehend their higher meaning; also to learn 
why its affirmations, when properly understood and spo¬ 
ken to God in the deep reaches of both the subconscious 
and conscious minds and the soul, invariably affect a rise 
in Man’s consciousness. The feeling of the inner meaning 
of this Prayer must accompany the intellectual compre¬ 
hension; and a reverent seeking, meditative approach to 
this blessed affirmation will unfold all the areas of your 
consciousness and allow you to expand fully and joyfully. 

Let us together seek insight on the matter of tempta¬ 
tion. The great human family is subject to temptation 
in many and varied forms during life on Earth. If the 
Divine is made equal to the human it must transvalue 
your values and enter the human at the point where 
you are lowly rather than proud, and where you are 
weak rather than strong (self, or personality-wise). 
Thus the life in which Jesus the Lord Christ was incar¬ 
nate began in a manger and ended on a Cross. So too 



The Lord’s Prayer 159 

His public ministry, which wrought victory over sin and 
death, began with the temptation in the wilderness. The 
“wilderness” is a mental and emotional state, a definite 
point on the uprising path of higher consciousness where¬ 
in Man becomes completely disoriented. Having seen 
the human ego in its true “nothingness”, but not yet hav¬ 
ing found enough knowledge for a sense of security and 
of belonging to the identity of Self, Man at this point 
feels as though he were in a void. 

This is mentally and emotionally a time of anguish 
and fearful desperation, therefore also physical results 
are in evidence. You can’t seem to lay hold of God in 
thought or feeling, nor even one Godly thing to quiet 
your fears and dissipate the terrible feeling of having 
been cut off from all spiritual contacts. You know 
yourself to be absolutely helpless, without will power, 
without thought direction—sometimes referred to as the 
dark night of the Soul. 

This is a crucial point in every man’s spiritual evolu¬ 
tion — the wilderness on the Path — wherein the old 
adverse thoughts which have been lying more or less 
dormant in the subconscious mind are now free of mental 
and spiritual control and rise to the surface of conscious 
mind in full force. These archaic misconcepts realize they 
are being given this last chance to regain a permanent 
seat in Man’s consciousness and they present themselves 
to the mind with such impressionable strength that the 
processes of conscious thought are disoriented and un¬ 
stable. 

Man’s only recourse during this greatest time of self¬ 
testing is to keep affirming a previously implanted Truth, 
one which sheer instinct will bring forth for him to use 
as a raft, or “straw”. Although at this stage he cannot 
feel Truth, he can recall and reaffirm some quite simple 
part of it. For one it might be, “The Lord is my shepherd, 
I shall not want”, for another perhaps “Thy Will be 
done, Father; Thy Will be done and only Thy Will is 
being done unto me”. Each man will have previously 
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implanted such a saving “raft” within himself, perhaps 
without even realizing it. He was fortified to this extent 
before being cut adrift; rather, before the feeling of be¬ 
ing cut adrift was induced within him and his active 
thinking-reasoning power temporarily stilled. His is the 
task of clinging to it until the darkness and feeling of 
aloneness shall pass. When you KNOW Truth — not 
necessarily all, but any part of it — your consciousness 
cannot be permanently occupied by anything planted 
there by the subconscious. 

I am sure all of you have come to accept the fact that 
one practicing hypnotism finds it impossible to persuade 
or force the subconscious mind to violate the conscious 
mind by directing it to say or do something which is 
contrary to any degree of Truth which has been built into 
the consciousness and Soul. If a hypnotist should happen 
to have as his subject a man who as yet has absolutely 
no understanding of Truth, he could suggest any crime 
and it would be carried out because there would be no 
wall or dam of Truth to hold back any subconsciously 
submitted ideas. Man’s security lies in the acquisition 
of Truth. 

When Man has passed through the great “temptation 
in the wilderness” he has won a great victory over the 
adverse thoughts lying deep within the subconscious — 
in other words, he has won out over the Adversary, the 
devil, Satan. When this experience is successfully con¬ 
cluded, Man is not again asked to face such a wilder¬ 
ness nor such “temptation” for he will thereafter be 
able to nullify with his enlightenment all adverse thoughts 
of the conscious and subconscious minds with his new 
Light — Light of Divine Knowledge and Love — which 
will be bestowed upon him. This is one of the many 
temptations the Bible tells you about in order that you 
may prepare yourselves to face them with courage and 
with faith in God’s protective guidance. 

Temptations are really not even a testing which God 
prescribes for Man to see how strong of mind and will he 
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is, as you have been taught during the earlier stages of 
your development, they actually are Self-chosen experi¬ 
ences which you have desired for yourself! From them 
strength is gained in the faculties by which Man spurs 
himself on to greater efforts of spiritual achievement^— 
higher degrees of consciousness. Temptations are high 
and glorious moments of consciousness wherein the hu¬ 
man ego is reduced ever nearer to the state of nothing¬ 
ness and erases still another false impression from the 
conscious mind — the impression that the human ego 
is, has a state of being. 

When the final great temptation has been experienced, 
the ego will have been reduced to abject humility and 
complete awareness of its nothingness and will fade en¬ 
tirely from the conscious mind, leaving a void to be oc¬ 
cupied by the Divine Ego. 

Until this time, Man’s spiritual progress seems slow 
for he constantly carries in his thoughts an almost in¬ 
surmountable guilt complex and feels himself to be an 
infinitesimal speck in the vastness of creation, too low¬ 
ly and inferior to be respected by himself and certainly 
not worthy or able to contribute anything to God’s 
scheme of things. In a sense this is good for it is the hu¬ 
man ego having an honest look at itself. But this atti¬ 
tude is a stumbling block to higher awareness of Self 
and consciousness of the Whole. After the final “Great 
Temptation”, the final surrender of the human ego, and 
following the period of feeling void, the birth of the 
Christ Consciousness begins and Man (without realizing 
that he is now Spiritual Ego and has lost his old identity) 
becomes filled with respect for himself, faith in his in¬ 
herent spirituality, and confidence in his ability to ascend 
to unity with God. 

In your numerous recountings of the Lord’s Prayer, 
the see min g telling our Father not to lead you into tempta¬ 
tion but, rather, to deliver you from evil is understood 
in just that way by the spiritually uninitiated or the very 
new initiate. As Man gains spiritual insight and the abili- 
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ty to perceive the more subtle meanings — as is now 
happening to all of you, my brethren — he understands 
that “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil” is not a command nor a request to God; this is also 
an affirmation of possessing Divine Knowledge. It was 
given and is used, for the purpose of firming the thoughts 
and concepts of Man’s free will until such concepts be¬ 
come a permanent part of his subconscious mind and soul. 

In stating, or affirming this Truth, my beloved breth¬ 
ren, you are reminding yourself that Man has free will 
and that he lives by his own choice of thoughts and ac¬ 
tions — that God is bound by His promise not to lead 
you, but to leave you free to choose and learn by your 
individual experiences. As a seeker might state it: “I 
know you cannot lead me into my great moment of re¬ 
nunciation of my self for I must forge my own way 
through the tangled narrow path and reach it by means 
of Your guidance alone. And I know that once that mo¬ 
ment is entered into, my part of the work is done. It is 
You, Oh Father, and only You Who will deliver me 
from the seeming void of unrelated ego and confer upon 
me the Christ Consciousness”. 

Affirm these Truths, and the others set out in the 
prayer example given you by the beloved Master Teacher, 
(which each of,you can uncover by honest seeking through 
humble meditation); mentally explore as well as medi¬ 
tate upon them; then wait quietly and receptively with 
a relaxed “Thy Will be Done” attitude, rather than a 
mental striving or forcing. In the silence, and without 
your mental awareness of its happening, God will make 
the Truths felt by you and then they will have become 
an eternal part of your Soul and expanding conscious¬ 
ness— another cubit added to your stature as a spiritual 
being. 

“Thine is the kingdom” (the Mind, of which there is 
but one) “And the power” (the Authority of Divine 
Thought, whether silent or spoken) “And the glory” (the 
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Love-principle which fulfills that which the Mind con¬ 
ceives, whether direct or through Man). 

“As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.” 


☆ ☆ ☆ 

Oh Father, may our Earth brethren seek Thee 
in depth and solitude, in the measure of their de¬ 
sire which Thou hast planted within them. May the 
Light of understanding shine forth from each, and 
the joy of striving ever be in their hearts. 


Amen 



XVIII 


LOVE 

Fulfillment of Individual Creation 

L ove is the fulfillment of that which comes forth 
from the Mind of God. Ideas in the thinking would 
come to naught without applied Love. God’s crea¬ 
tion would be like an unfinished symphony, left hanging 
in the thought stage and not discemable as a creation, 
therefore useless for His Great Plan. 

Love is the great cohesive force of the universe ; where 
Love is there is no separation. It is the force of trans¬ 
mutation which transforms physical Man — body, mind 
and soul — into spiritual God-Man. God’s idea and 
thoughts of Man could not fulfill themselves — Man 
could not complete the evolutionary cycle of “returning 
to the Source from whence he came” — without the 
operation of the Love-principle. Love heals the wounds 
caused by ignprance and makes all of Creation Whole 
in all of its aspects. The full miracle of Love is beyond 
comprehension, but we here and you, our brethren of 
Earth, can come to understand more and more about it 
by experiencing the many ways in which it works and its 
incredible results. 

Supreme Love of God measures your work, points out 
your errors, shows you your strutting (although often 
well-intentioned) human self, reduces you to humility 
before God’s Truth, uplifts you in Spirit, and takes your 
body, mind and soul within His embrace — embrace 
meaning Peace born of Knowledge , or Love born of lov¬ 
ing. 

What is the measure of self-Man’s love for God? 
“Greater love hath no man” than to lay down the hu- 
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man self to lose his personality-identity in consciously 
becoming a part of the Whole. And what is the supreme 
tangible evidence of God’s Love for Man? He gave Him¬ 
self as Man to live among men and illustrate His Idea 
from beginning to supreme fulfillment! 

Jesus’ disciple, John, the Beloved, and later known 
as Apostle St. John, represented the faculty of Love in 
Man, without which nothing could be. Creation would 
be halted short of the stage of existence. Your Scriptures 
are so designed as to give you the impression that John 
loved the Master Jesus more than did the other disciples, 
and that his love was reciprocated. As I said, John’s role 
was to depict Man’s faculty of Divine Love. Jesus (be¬ 
ing “Man”) naturally returned that which He received, 
full measure and overflowing. 

Love is magnified in every heart where it is allowed 
to enter. Think of the magnitude of the Love which you 
could experience right on your Earth if you were to 
forge a conscious chain of love. Were one or more of 
you to begin it and it were to continue being given one 
to another, it would quickly multiply and magnify to 
a resounding mighty Force which would be felt through¬ 
out the Universe — that is, provided the chain remained 
unbroken. Alas, Mankind is on the whole too weak to 
support such a chain as yet, and no chain is stronger 
than its weakest link. But the glorious time will come, 
my brethren, when all will be perfectly linked in con¬ 
sciousness within the Eternal Spirit. 

Jesus illustrated Man’s ultimate use of the Love facul¬ 
ty. He gave all darkness of thought, every ignorant act, 
and every adverse concept of the subconscious mind into 
the tender, compassionate care of John — Love. That 
then is the final “resting place” of so-called evil. Man’s 
faculty for magnifying and transmitting the Divine Love 
within his consciousness will determine how much evil 
and sin exist in his world (thinking mind). 

Man builds — creates — himself. You say that God 
created you? We would say to you that the One Mind 



166 Third Book of Azrael 

gave form to the thought of creating and that form was 
an Idea; the basic structure of the Idea being to in¬ 
dividualize Himself — to have unlimited numbers of 
conscious points within Himself (within the One Abso¬ 
lute Consciousness); each point to be equal with all the 
others in its bom-state of awareness of individual self, 
or point, and equal in its lack of orientation with the 
other points or to the Whole. 

Each point was imbued with the necessary instincts 
and Divine prompting, or urge, to activate it. Every man 
was and is a point. Each of you created yourself from 
that seemingly almost-nothingness, so far as individual 
self was concerned, to the height of consciousness and 
awareness of Being that you now are. None has com¬ 
pleted his creation; the challenge and joy of further 
development and unfolding of the creation lies ahead. 
The premise each had to work with was that light came 
forth from darkness — was bom of darkness — and 
good was bom of evil. 

How do you physically dissipate darkness, my brethren? 
By turning on a light. Darkness then has no existence; 
it is. only a void — the condition of absence-of-light. Evil 
is but an illusion of tangibility too; actually it is a void 
in Man’s thinking capacity — an empty potential area 
waiting for you to create Real, spiritual thoughts to 
occupy and fill it. Thus it is that Man creates himself 
bit by bit by filling mental voids, by dissipating ignor¬ 
ance — absence of knowledge — with acts of turning on 
enlightenment by Truth in the consciousness. Man is 
Mind, so to add to his understanding and consciousness 
of Truth is adding to himself. But these additions will 
not remain, cannot become permanent additions to Man 
until Love weds with the intelligent reasoning and in¬ 
tellectual acceptance of the newly discovered Tmth. Out 
of God-Love comes the idea and back to union in God- 
Love it must return if it is to be fulfilled. 

But before such creative steps are taken, the faculties 
of faith, strength, and wisdom have been put to use 
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educating Man’s thinking to this point of understanding 
of himself and what he must do. Then it is that the Love 
faculty joins the others in the service of creating him. 

Love has always been contained in your individualized 
self — point in God Consciousness. But only after those 
other faculties have shown the way do you perceive its 
use and the fact that you, as the sole creator of yourself, 
must learn to use its potential. What to do? Simply turn 
it on. Its radiance, or Light, occupies the void (evil) 
which has been waiting to house it throughout all your 
conscious existence. 

You might think of the darkness — the evil of which 
you are individually aware and which no two “see” the 
same — as empty rooms in God’s House; left empty for 
you as individuals to fill with whatever gift, award, or 
achievement you create in yourself and present to the 
Father — “And the greatest of these is Love”. You will 
place other trophies of your outer experiences in the 
waiting rooms in the beginning, and some of them will 
emit a warm glow; but the glow from such substitutes 
causes shadows which further confuse and frighten for 
they seem to be of real substance. But when you have 
developed your Love faculty and bear God’s own Divine 
Love into the dark empty areas of the mind, and with 
reverence and humility-in-service lay this Gift at the feet 
of your fellowmen, then your Self-creation is taking on 
Real form. 

By now you realize that all the “individual points” of 
God’s Idea are equal reflections of the Absolute Whole 
(like the facets of a brilliant stone point away from each 
other and from the center in which they have their being, 
and each may be unaware of the existence of any but 
itself.) However, one who has a detached view of the 
whole can observe the entire stone and see all the in¬ 
dividual facets as equal parts of the whole. The magic 
faculty of Man which brings forth all that knowledge 
of Truth is LOVE, God’s principle of fulfillment in all 
Creation. 
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Love is a Divine attribute, a quality in Being. The dif¬ 
ference between Divine Love and human love is that 
Divine Love is broad, unlimited, poured out upon the 
whole of creation to an equal degree, none being more 
loved than another. It is a universal harmonizing power; 
whereas human love almost invariably provokes dishar¬ 
mony in some way or someone. Human love cannot en¬ 
compass all and certainly does not love equally those 
whom it does favor with its presence. Human love is 
selfish and lawless and often serves in the role of destroyer. 

Yet, in Reality, there is only one Love — that which 
flows from the Center of Being to and through every 
facet of creation. But limited Man can only receive 
limited impressions of the great Love bestowed upon him, 
and even that limited impression is further distorted by 
his reactions to the sense messages, by his conclusions 
and attitudes regarding things and conditions. As you 
know, my brethren, when you have, or will have, risen 
in consciousness to the level where you can receive Di¬ 
vine Love in all its purity and send it forth to all hu¬ 
manity (and unto all creation) still in its exalted state, 
then are you fulfilling your own creation — yourself, 
your Highest Self. 

Love, with its accompanying attributes of tenderness 
and fearlessness serves your minds and bodies in another 
way. It is the dominating characteristic back of proper 
elimination — elimination of used-up, finished-with 
thoughts and concepts, and elimination of your body 
wastes. Fear, hate and revenge, and the like emotions, 
cause resistance and tension in the consciousness and in 
the physical organism, thus shutting off elimination; while 
Love is the Light which you turn on in the dark void, 
or nothingness, called fear. Love is a softening, releasing, 
freeing, magical thing which cannot yet be fully com¬ 
prehended. 

Seeing the beneficial results of experiencing even the 
imperfectly reflected Love, as is generated one toward 
another in humanity, gives all of mankind the incentive 
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to persist in the struggle to find the Door upon which 
to knock, to enter, and to know God-Love in radiant 
purity. 


☆ ☆ ☆ 

I CORINTHIANS 13:1-13. 

“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of 
angels, and have not Love, I am become as sound¬ 
ing brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 

And though I have the gift of prophecy, and un¬ 
derstand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though 
I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, 
and have not Love, I am nothing. 

And though I bestow all my goods to feed the 
poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and 
have not Love, it profiteth me nothing. 

Love suffereth long, and is kind; Love envieth not; 
Love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up; 

Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her 
own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; 

Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the 
truth; 

Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all 
things, endureth all things. 

Love never faileth; but whether there be prophe¬ 
cies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they 
shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall 
vanish away. 

For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 

But when that which is perfect is come, then that 
which is in part shall be done away. 

When I was a child, I spake as a child, I under¬ 
stood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I 
became a man, I put away childish things. 

For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then 
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face to face; now I know in part, but then shall 1 
know even as also I am known. 

And now abideth Faith, Hope, Love, these three; 
but the greatest of these is Love” 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

Beloved brethren of Earth, we would that you de¬ 
velop and utilize your human love, and elevate it to its 
highest Earthly form so beautifully described in your 
Scriptures. Until such talents as you already have are 
used to their fullest capacity, more will not be added 
unto you. Divine Love awaits you. Give away that love 
which you already have, and do endeavor to give equally 
to all, whether they appear to you to be sinners, repro¬ 
bates, or saints. Only in so giving, shall you receive that 
which is even better—divine Love. 

God bless you and guide your footsteps along the nar¬ 
row path of daily living. 



XIX 


VALUE OF LENT 

Refreshment and Preparation 

T he commemoration of Lent is remembrance of a 
critical time in your history, my dear ones. In the 
days of Lent the whole character of the Earthly 
mission of the beloved Master Jesus was decided. You 
can read in your Gospels that a profound spiritual ex¬ 
perience had taken place within Him at the time of His 
baptism, also at the moment of His hearing the Voice 
of God within saying, “This is my beloved Son”. It was 
then that He KNEW Himself and realized His destiny — 
the destiny of every man; perceived the unique, difficult 
task that lay ahead, but also the Divine Power that was 
(and would ever continue to be) available for His use 
in f ulfillin g His appointed Earthly destiny; which same 
tasks and destiny are that of every man. 

For thirty years (excepting for the time of His travels) 
Jesus had lived among and loved the people of Palestine. 
He was conscious of Himself as a physical-plane human 
being, and so was content and reasonably happy with His 
way of life among His normal, average fellowmen. By 
the end of those thirty years — the time of abeyance, of 
waiting — He had expanded sufficiently to experience 
love for His fellow human beings. As many of you already 
know, my brethren, when love is put into use for the 
benefit of others — with intent to serve by bestowing 
love — it brings all the facets of a creation quickly into 
a single focal point and prepares all things pertaining 
to it for the unified concluding effort which will bring 
about the fulfillment of the creation — conclude it, fin¬ 
ish it. 


471 
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You see then, dear ones, that Jesus had arrived at the 
time of final preparation, of consolidating His efforts, 
strengthening His desire to do God’s Will, of drawing upon 
all His faculties for unified support of the final big chap¬ 
ter of His Earthly life. Your weeks of Lent, spent in com¬ 
memoration of this time of dedicated preparation for 
the ignoble death of human self and the Resurrection 
of Spiritual Man, should be used to the best advantage 
for your own sakes. 

God did not provide Man with this living demonstra¬ 
tion of how and why he shall lift himself into spiritual 
consciousness just so you could annually commemorate 
a memory of something past. You are supposed to pat¬ 
tern your daily living after the example demonstrated 
and explained by the beloved Jesus. You are supposed 
to apply every teaching to yourself, for Jesus was show¬ 
ing you yourself — showing you and telling you what each 
of you MUST do for yourselves before you can find 
union with the Father. 

It is a wish close to our hearts that you will change 
your concepts in this respect. In so doing you will spend 
your days of Lent in making sincere efforts to spiritualize 
your goal in life, strengthen your will to lose your per¬ 
sonality in the Great One’s all inclusive Consciousness, 
and above all fire yourself with a burning desire to ex¬ 
perience and share pure Love. This should be every man’s 
Lenten purpose, and this is the only true way to honor 
Jesus — to do as He bid you, as He Himself did. 

THE HUMANITY OF JESUS 

Jesus experienced the human hopes and fears, the 
limitations of human faith, the human longing for de¬ 
liverance from mental and physical bondage-servitude. 
If He desired to gain a hearing when He came to know 
a Truth and wished to impart its message, He had to 
find a form which would compel attention and gain 
support, else but few would heed His words. 

Such was the problem faced by Jesus (by Man) as 
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He sat alone in the wilderness, so still that the wild ani¬ 
mals drew near Him unafraid. He was so deep in self- 
analysis and meditation on matters far removed from His 
physical surroundings and far removed from His regular, 
or normal, state of consciousness, that the archie con¬ 
cepts of His early days of evolution (which lay buried in 
His subconscious mind) dared to come into His con¬ 
scious mind. While His consciousness of self was occupied 
elsewhere, temporarily held in abeyance between the 
physical and spiritual states of consciousness, all the old 
erroneous concepts had a last all-out try to win a per¬ 
manent seat in His mind. 

Three methods, or temptations, for promoting His 
self presented themselves to Jesus, but He resisted those 
thoughts and was returned to full awareness of Himself 
and the consciousness of having communed with God; 
He departed from the wilderness. Afterward, He de¬ 
scribed the three adverse, tempting concepts of what 
benefits would be His if He would resist spirituality and 
accede to their wishes. He used picturesque imagery to 
clarify His words of explanation to His disciples. 

Many of those who listened to His teachings were 
desperately poor in the physical sense and also were ex¬ 
periencing a poverty of spiritual thought. Consequently, 
almost all were burdened with mental anxieties. If Jesus 
were to use His powers to end these evils (lacks), if 
He would promise good and comfort for all, He would 
be eagerly welcomed and then His spiritual teaching 
would be sure of a hearing. 

Also, He perceived that He could choose to use those 
powers to perform some sensational and spectacular deeds, 
thereby emerging as the leader of a greatly desired re¬ 
volt against the usurped power of Rome, which would 
insure Him against rejection by the people and make 
Him welcome throughout the land. In other words, such 
a choice would certainly have made Him (Man) popular 
with those who were not ready or willing to proceed 
along the narrow path which leads to spiritual fulfill- 
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ment. Such people do not want their material ways of 
life disturbed; they frantically resist hearing anything 
which might arouse their conscience and make them feel 
uncomfortable in their way of life. They will have to 
go right on being ostrich-like, “burying their heads in 
the sand” until some shaking experience disperses the 
“sand” and their intellect has no choice but to face 
things as they really are. 

It would be no hopeless enterprise if legions of angels 
were sent to His aid. To glorify force in this way might 
be a small concession to evil, but how very far the good 
would exceed it! His own country would be freed and 
the homage of others compelled; eventually He might 
reign over all nations and teach them as He desired! 
Eventually He (Man) might master all thought, and 
force things to be the way He thinks is right; His own 
physical plane thought might be freed from human con¬ 
cept of its worth — could be taught to believe that it 
was the highest and best possible plane and that its 
literal interpretations were the only concepts in existence. 

Jesus faced each of these tempting possibilities in turn. 
Each was rejected because He saw them as suggestions 
for the misuse of His powers. 

The esoteric meaning of this tempestuous time in the 
mental wilderness we have given to you in another chap¬ 
ter, my beloved ones. It suffices here to but mention it 
thus in order to more clearly enter upon the subject of 
Lent — the time of Man’s preparation for his spiritual 
ministry on earth; which ministry is not wrought by 
human self, but by risen Man who works in constant 
union with God’s Will, which begins with the birth of 
the Christ Consciousness in himself and intellectual aware¬ 
ness of the divinity in every man. 

A study of the Lenten crisis is profitable, my beloved. 
It contributes to a right interpretation of the public min¬ 
istry of Jesus, shaped by the decisions formed in the 
wilderness. To use this season rightly before you cele¬ 
brate Easter, is to humbly follow the Master Who Him- 
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self knew the full force of temptation. And if it is a 
season which calls for new effort it is also rich with hopes 
of a new victory. I bid you meditate on this so that a 
deeper understanding may come to each one. 

SEEK INNER QUIETUDE 

In the world today there is too much haste; there is 
no calm, no period of retirement for preparation to meet 
the strife of life. We tell you this because we have our¬ 
selves experienced all that you undergo in every par¬ 
ticular, and we have learned the need for withdrawal 
from haste, concern, and anxiety; and we know that 
you can never attain that tranquility of spirit nor that 
calmness of mind which you need unless you can seek 
the quiet place within your own heart. 

It is not for your individual sake that there is great 
need for you to periodically enter into a quiet time of 
preparation. Your whole world needs, and has a right 
to expect, this service from you as your natural duty 
and right. You cannot help with the adjustment of af¬ 
fairs about you until you have first effected peace and 
harmony for yourself from within. 

Du ring the period of your Earth years known as the 
Easter season, you celebrate during Lent an occasion of 
Man’s refreshment on a day called Refreshment Sunday. 
This recurring period in the life of an initiate is his time 
of renewing his spiritual strength, of being made equal 
to the tasks of daily living, the experiences for daily 
learning. The Initiate is as liable as any other man to 
attacks of depression and feelings of lassitude and de¬ 
spondency which take the brightness out of life and make 
its daily journey so fraught with difficulties. Mystics call 
such a time “The dark night of the soul”. 

Most of those who follow the Christian Faith are un¬ 
familiar with the spiritual technique of mysticism. Then- 
faith lacks inspiration. It does not cease to be sincere 
but it inclines to be increasingly external; the distinction 
between it and morality becoming less obvious. 
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The resources of the soul, my beloved, do not pro¬ 
vide for the refreshment which it needs. This “dark 
night of the soul”, which at first you may feel makes the 
situation worse, is actually the anchor of a surer hope 
than any which the soul could find if it had to trust in 
its own ability. 

Always, the soul must look outward as well as inward. 
It is the blending area, the area of common denominator 
for the concepts of the subconscious and conscious minds. 
It may not see clearly or far but it must seek to find 
out and recognize what it is that it lacks; not merely 
to discover the secret of the source of its supply of ideas 
and concepts. It can learn the answer only by listening 
to the words of assurance, encouragement, and consola¬ 
tion which it cannot speak for itself out of its human 
reservoir. 

The soul’s first seeking must be for the ability to hear 
with spiritual perceptivity. It is this “hearing” that Jesus 
commended to those who listened to His parables — 
the link between your Father God’s gifts and promises, 
and the refreshment of the weary or despondent soul. 
There are few greater refreshments to your Spirits, my 
beloved brethren, than the knowledge that God sees 
you, the individual self, as within His great Purpose and 
useful for a destined service which only you can do. And 
where that knowledge is present, these words shall come 
true: “In the wilderness shall the waters break out, and 
streams in the desert.” And during the season of Lent, 
you will have your Refreshment Sunday to be your pre¬ 
cious period of renewal, in preparation for the climb up 
the hill which each man must make, and the resurrection. 

I desire to emphasize, my beloved, that the Great 
White Brotherhood do not recognize Lent as you, our 
Earth brethren, do; nor do we celebrate many of the 
other “Christian Festivals” which your churches have 
taught you to observe in an outward way. But we do 
appreciate all that is being done in every Faith and by 
means of every religious festival to help the general 
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morale of all mankind. We come always with a great 
love to speak to you and to help you on your individual 
paths of life, but we do not decry or criticize any other 
way you may choose, so long as it points out the one true 
path back to the Father’s Kingdom. 

The Master Jesus chose average, ordinary people for 
His dis ciples, many of whom had not great intellectual 
attainments, position or power. He welcomed the simple 
ordinary man or woman as students of His teachings, 
knowing they had already cleared materialism from their 
thoughts and desires to a great extent. He looked (and 
forever continues to look) into the heart of Man for it 
is there He perceives the true state of a man’s conscious¬ 
ness and the true intent behind every act. And it is in 
the heart that desire — pure desire — for spiritual 
achievement is to be found, for pure desire is Love seek¬ 
ing fulfillment and it is the heart that cares for Love. 

Although the beloved Master was Divine by nature, 
He did not seek to be on an equal level with Our Father, 
but emptied Himself by donning the nature, or char¬ 
acteristics, of a humble and obedient servant, bom in 
flesh and appearing in human form; stooping in His 
obedience to die upon the Cross. Out of the inexhausti¬ 
ble spring of that revelation of Love flow the healing 
waters to Bethlehem. 

Enter willingly and gladly into your time of prepara¬ 
tion when it is upon you, my brethren. Put your hand 
in God’s and let Him show you your weaknesses that 
out of them can emerge the mighty strength all men of 
Christ must find within themselves! The actual death of 
self and resurrection of Self are easy. In the prepara¬ 
tion lies the struggle. There are also the moments of 
feeling very, very close to God — moments when the 
haven of His Love shelters your consciousness from all 
impressions of struggle and floods your mind and body, 
and the soul with joy and vitality. You lose the feeling 
of His nearness and compassion during the final last 
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dark moment that has to be before there can be a resur¬ 
rection of the new spiritual Ego. 

Everything in all of God’s Creation, now and forever, 
is bom by the process of emergence from darkness, wheth¬ 
er it be a new thought, a human baby, a universe of 
galaxies, or Spiritual Man — the Christ. It is this Law 
of Creativity which gave rise to the saying, “It is always 
darkest just before dawn”. 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

Eternal Father of us All, we thank Thee for Thy 
blessings poured forth upon Thy human family and 
upon Thy discarnate servants who seek to serve 
Thee. We thank Thee for the presence of Thine 
Angel Messengers, for the understanding which 
comes to our brethren of Earth, for the love they 
feel toward one another, and for the aspiration and 
worship they feel for Thee. 

May they be strong in Thy Love, Thy beauty of 
intent, and Thy Truth. Spread over them Thy en¬ 
couragement and peace. 


Amen 



XX 


DAY OF PENTECOST 
Christ Enters Man 

T he day that changed the world, tradition affirms, 
dates from Pentecost — the birthday of your Chris¬ 
tian Faith. Many curious happenings took place, 
of course, and there were many manifestations of that 
enthusiasm which in former years had been much dis¬ 
trusted as fanatical or unbalanced emotions, and excite¬ 
ment trembled on the brink of anarchy. 

At Pentecost it seems the people were drunk with new 
wine of the Spirit; they were like men possessed. The 
actual experience — the true spiritual happenings — 
came in the form of individual visions. Those who re¬ 
ceived such a vision said it looked like tongues of fire; 
it sounded like a rushing wind. When they tried to ex¬ 
plain what “it” was and what had happened to them, 
they could find no words with which to describe the in¬ 
ner experience. Speech failed them; as it does every man 
who tries to place an inner spiritual experience within 
the confines of human concepts and words. Such a man 
will be able to recognize the broadening of his conscious¬ 
ness and the sharpening of his awareness of Truth but 
he cannot explain the process by which he arrived at 
such a higher plane. 

Most of the phenomena of conversion as studied by 
your religions, beloved brethren, can be read into or out 
of these occurrences. But what matters is how conver¬ 
sion takes a man — what inner thing has taken place 
and what he, with the new insight, is now converted to! 
The religious revival so many people of Earth seem to 
long for as a means of achieving their spiritual awaken- 
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ing might easily prove disastrous if it did come. What 
archaic, ignorant concepts of religion might not be re¬ 
vived in your midst and, therefore, in your thoughts! 
Such a revival of “old time religion” would usher in a 
period of retrogression for you rather than the antici¬ 
pated spiritual progression. 

This Pentecost experience spoken of in your Scriptures 
was not of the emotions, nor was it transient. The funda¬ 
mental and permanent Reality of it was the Christ Spirit 
entering the hearts and minds of certain men there pres¬ 
ent. 

Yes, Pentecost was the day, the time of Light that 
changed the world; changed the physical-plane con¬ 
sciousness of those involved, and liberated the Force of 
Spiritual Enlightenment in men who were to change the 
course of history. It was the sign and manifestation of 
the New Age which you are living in now, my dear ones. 
Men were embued with Divine Power to see and com¬ 
prehend Spiritual Truths, to perceive Reality and to 
throw off mental barriers which had seemed immovable. 
They were immersed (baptised) in Divine Love where¬ 
in all understanding was made new. This marked the 
beginning of their fulfillment and the “Love bath” was 
an ordained necessity. 

In this present age when material things seem to be 
uppermost in Man’s thoughts, the followers of Jesus are 
hoping for another Pentecost — another outpouring of 
the Creative Spirit and baptism of Love — and the vision 
to deliver mankind from his fears and frustrations. Could 
it happen again? Could there be another Pentecost? I 
feel you asking these questions. The birth of Jesus and 
His resurrection were certainly once-for-all-time events 
which no one could expect would reoccur. But you still 
hope and ask if the Pentecostal experience might not be 
repeated. 

Surely the answer, beloved, is that it is always hap¬ 
pening! It is the ordained destiny of every man that he 
shall, in his due time, receive the Holy Christ Spirit and 
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ascend in consciousness to wonderful insight of Spiritual 
Truths; there to receive Divine Inspiration and Revela¬ 
tion. The day of Pentecost is an individual experience 
that is happening to an individual consciousness at an 
individual time and in an individual place; all determined 
by Man’s lifetime efforts toward coming to know him¬ 
self (and thereby knowing God), and by the Will of God. 

Do not delude yourselves with day dreams of a group 
Pentecostal experience (which you hope will somehow 
miraculously include you) nor any other method where¬ 
by you can “receive the Holy Ghost” except through 
your individual efforts — by following the Way of the 
Cross — as Jesus demonstrated. 

YOUR TWELVE INNER TEACHERS 

When you fill your mind with true ideas about God 
and Man, you should gather together all your faculties, 
unite them firmly under your directorship in unison 
and with reverent humility give thought to God. By your 
faculties I mean the twelve assistants (disciples) within 
every man’s consciousness which work separately at their 
particular task of acquiring Knowledge through outer 
experiences or inner vision (as the case may be). They 
work in turn and each must be made to do his share; 
otherwise a state of unbalance appears in Man, an un¬ 
balance which can even develop into fanaticism if the 
lazy faculty is not quickly brought into activation and 
develops its facet of the thought or idea so that the whole 
is of Reality and presents the true concept rather than 
a distorted view, or imperfect understanding. 

You, my brethren, being on the path of self, seeking 
insight about your self and Self, are using all of your 
faculties. Each of you may have thought of them by 
different names, arising out of your discernment as to 
their manner of working within you. But I believe they 
will be understood by all of you if I give them the names 
of: faith, strength, judgment, love, power, imagination, 
understanding, will, order, zeal, renunciation, and ap- 
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propriation (or life conservation). These serve individual 
Man in the manner of the twelve disciples serving Jesus — 
each fulfilling his particular characteristic while serving 
and learning, thus rounding out all facets of the life 
ministry and experiences. Man carries all of these attri¬ 
butes within himself as a permanent part of his conscious¬ 
ness, even taking them with him through the experience 
of transmutation of human self to his spiritual identity. 
The attributes are purified and continue to serve in the 
same capacities as before, for there is no end to spiritual 
progression. 

I would seem to digress from the subject of Pentecost 
here, my brethren, but I would give you a different 
thought; and it does have a bearing on the attributes 
mentioned. 

There is a prayer used by the Christian Church for 
“grace to withstand the temptations of the world, the 
flesh and the devil”. It refers to the many assaults and 
seductions Man’s wrong thinking and erroneous subcon¬ 
scious thoughts make upon his consciousness as he strives 
to purify and cleanse his thoughts in the manner taught 
by Jesus. 

The question, “What is ‘the World’?” is asked by 
many of you. The answer can be complicated to Man’s 
physical-plane understanding; in fact it is because of 
the complicity of understanding that there have been 
serious consequences throughout the whole range of Chris¬ 
tian life and action. Is the Christian life, of itself, “other¬ 
worldly”? In your New Testament Jesus is shown teach¬ 
ing “Love not the world, neither the things that are in 
the world. If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him.” The ascetic note is heard in all 
periods and in many different forms of spiritual thought. 

A faith, a religion, that rests on the Cross and Resur¬ 
rection — on conflict and victory of Man’s spiritual Self 
over human self, or say, victory of Spirit over the World 
of Earth-plane incomprehension — cannot endorse an 
unqualified escapism. Such an attitude, my brethren, ig- 
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nores the Biblical doctrine of Creation which underlies 
all Christine doctrine. In your Bible you can note “the 
world” has more than one meaning. On the one hand it 
means the whole created Universe, dependent upon and 
ruled by the Divine Will (which it would be blasphemous 
to regard as evil for “God saw everything He had made, 
and behold, it was very good”). And it is written, “God 
so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son”. 
Also, “the world” means human society, a society which 
often regards itself as self-sufficient and self-redeeming, 
forgetful of (and at times even in opposition to) God’s 
Laws. It is of the world in this sense that the beloved 
Master said: “Ye are not of this world; I have chosen 
you out of the world”. The world in this context usually 
being interpreted to mean worldliness gives one cause for 
further thought. 

Unworldliness, however, does not mean other-worldli- 
ness , nor does such a state lead to a fruitful religious 
faith. But there being so many uses made of the ex¬ 
pression, “the world”, it is no wonder that there is dis¬ 
pute and confusion as to the true meaning intended in 
the Scriptures. 

In Truth there is no difference in the meaning. All 
are saying the same thing. “World”, and its derivitives, 
refers to the physical-plane of consciousness — human 
ego and human intellect without the inspiration of Di¬ 
vine Spirit. “Other-worldliness”, of course, means the 
plane of spiritualized thought — Man’s consciousness 
lifted to the realm of Divine Intuition and Spiritual 
Revelation of Truths; or you might say, “the Pentecostal 
experience.” 

Jesus (representative of Man) eventually (after suf¬ 
fering through all the types of Earthly experiences life 
had to offer, and having been enlightened as to their 
spiritual lessons and messages) elevated His thinking, His 
subconscious thoughts, and His twelve faculties to the 
Spiritual Plane and inner communion with Divine Spirit 
— the inner Christ of every man — and thus these facul- 
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ties, instead of being discarded when Jesus made the 
transition from mind to Mind, were transmuted to Spirit¬ 
ual Attributes and continued to serve God, and therefore 
Man — but on the Spiritual Plane of the ever-continuing 
Path of evolvement of Man. The faculties were a 
part of His physical-plane understanding (were with Him 
in the world) but were no longer of it. 

The characteristics of the disciples are often allotted 
as follows: 

Peter — Faith 
Andrew — Strength 

The younger James — Wisdom or judgment 
John — Love 
Philip — Power 
Bartholomew — Imagination 
Thomas — Understanding 
Matthew — Will 
The older James — Order 
Simon — Zeal 
Thaddeus — Renunciation 
Judas — Life conservation, 
or, Appropriation. 

These were Jesus’ companions — part of His life. 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

We pray to Thee, our Father, in humility and 
in worship. May our brethren of Earth have the 
Knowledge of the Light which burns within them, 
bringing them great expansion of their spiritual re¬ 
sources, which will give them the freedom of the 
thought Heavens. 

We pray that men and women everywhere may 
see themselves as flowers in the garden of Christ. 
May they drink thirstily the wines of His perfection 
and so use their lives to blossom and expand toward 
the Most High Holiness of Divine Love. “He 
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that dwelleth in Love dwelleth in God.” And may 
they realize if they desire to express this Love in 
its fullness, then they must not judge one another. 
Enough to know that to live up to the Light within 
presents to each a treasure in the Heavens that fail- 
eth not. 

We ask. Oh Father, for Thy Peace to shed its 
beneficient rays over the troubled minds of Thy peo¬ 
ple everywhere, so that wise and just counsels may 
prevail and thus war be averted and Brotherhood 
be the true Watchword all over this Earth where 
dwell our beloved brethren. 


Amen 



XXI 


ULTIMATE REALITY 

The Meaning of Christianity 

T here is darkness, and there is Light. At this time 
of changes in political life, and criticism of the 
Bible and the Christian teaching, many are wan¬ 
dering in darkness and in a wilderness of despair and 
seem to have lost their way in a maze of doubt. There 
is a hymn in which you ask the Holy Spirit to send forth 
His shining Light, and you pray that you may be ever 
wise in the Light of that same Spirit. Light is a symbol 
of the “good news” which Jesus brought to Earth — 
symbol of Man’s enlightenment as to Truth. He is the 
Word and “the Word is the Light which enlightens 
every man who cometh into the world”. 

In keeping with the Mind of God the Christian Church 
celebrates the Feast of the Epiphany (January 6th) as 
the dawning of the true Light over the whole world, 
Jew and Gentile; and at the Feast of Christmas (at the 
blessing of the Altar) the Church prays that you salute 
Mary, the Mother, as she stands offering in her arms 
the Son — the Daystar — Lord Jesus, the Christ Who 
is the true Light to disperse the darkness. This, so that 
your hearts, beloved, lit by the invisible splendor of the 
Holy Spirit, be freed from the blindness of all sin; so 
that you may be able to see the things that are pleasing 
to God, your Father, and helpful to your own progress 
onward. 


LIGHT GIVES INNER SIGHT 

Are there not motes and beams in your eyes, my 
brethren, so that you do not see clearly? And you may 
be blinded by prejudice or even hypocricy so that you 
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desperately need this Light of the Word and the Holy 
Spirit. Does not exhaustion follow plenty and indulgence 
follow too much comfort? And winter ends your summer 
and autumn, and you come to see the need of a Power 
which can give Life and Light more abundantly — a 
resurrection and a Life. You are conscious of a dryness 
around you as the Light fades into cold darkness. St. 
Peter, who had tried to warm his hands on a cold night 
and had known the dawnless dark of black betrayal, 
told his followers, with a joyful and contrite heart, that 
they must proclaim the perfection of Him “Who has 
called you out of darkness into His marvelous Light”. 
The Courtyard of the High Priest was radiant with 
Christ’s forgiveness. 

As I go about my work in the precincts of your Earth, 
my brethren, I see so many young men and women who 
have no belief in God! What is their mental picture of 
their Creator? Is He someone out there in space or up 
there in the stratosphere? These questions are important, 
for the Christian believer wishes to hold a belief that is 
intelligible, reasonable, and honest; and also to pass on 
to his children such a belief. It is comforting to some 
to slip into believing that God is some sort of super-human 
Being who somehow controls a rotating world, pours out 
the rain and rations the sunshine. This line of thought 
is but a temporary lulling of the conscience into passivity 
so that Man may postpone a little longer the ordained 
task which awaits him — the endless task of evolving 
from physical-mental Man to Spiritual Man. 

The Bible seems to depict God in this kind of poetic 
imagery as it struggles to put into words its conception 
of Ultimate Reality — which God IS — and to see 
Him as a Person. But the real question is not whether 
He is a Person, nor where He dwells, but what He is 
like! This, beloved, is the central concern of your Faith. 
If Ultimate Reality exists — which It certainly must 
do — Christianity calls It “God”, and says that this 
Reality must be built in personal terms. There must be 
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a Truth to the universe; and there is such a Truth, which 
is final and enduring; that which the Disciples of Jesus 
call Love. 

Now, as you will understand, this is a dogmatic state¬ 
ment for a world living in the shadow of the H-bomb. 
Seeing your world in personal terms makes it appear 
cruelly hazardous for a generation of Mankind living 
close to death. But doesn’t this mean that your human 
viewpoint could be distorted; that you should be all the 
more zealous to attain a truthful Christian view of the 
Eternal? Can you go on living in this world of imminent 
destruction without such a view and retain your mental 
stability? This time of mental and emotional crisis in 
mankind (due to the community and world conditions 
he has created with his distorted understanding) gives 
the Christian “Good News” its urgency. It is a message 
to a “dying” world and to “dying” men; dying in the 
sense that die time is very near when the old ideas and 
concepts and ignorant conclusions must give way to the 
unfoldment of the spiritually clarified new — new, that 
is, to the present human mind. Nothing withstands all 
evolutionary “downfalls”, or “deaths”, and remains eter¬ 
nally the same, except Love; which the Christian believes 
to be the personal quality of God. 

If, my brethren, “Ultimate Reality” is to be viewed 
in this way, how are you to be sure of your facts? You 
can be certain about one fact, and it is the only one that 
really matters. For the Christian, Ultimate Reality is 
seen personally in the Life, Death and Resurrection of 
Jesus of Nazareth. In Him Love is seen as the Ultimate 
Reality on which the universe is founded. In the per¬ 
sonality of Jesus His followers KNOW God is alive and 
free from all distorted images. A preacher once said in 
his church: “Keep on Christianizing your idea of God”. 
That is the Alpha and Omega of all Christian teaching, 
and every discussion on the meaning of the universe and 
Reality must be judged by it. 

Perhaps it is well to arouse your interest in the real 
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meaning of the word “Christianity”. I fear the word 
has been used thoughtlessly (due no doubt to its common 
usage and repetitiveness) for generations, so that few ever 
contemplate its origin or true meaning and divinity of 
concept. 

Christianity is a Divine Reality which forever IS and 
HAS BEEN since the creation of Man. It is a Truth 
Teaching of the Ancient Guardians of Man’s birthright 
of Knowledge; and was revealed to the human self of 
Man through understandable physical demonstration. 

This demonstration required physical acts and words 
to enable Man to grasp it with his human intellect; so 
the Teaching had to be given a name, and be more or 
less restricted and imprisoned in words. Enlightened men 
have ever tried and failed to confine their revelations of 
the “Hidden Teaching” to the spoken or written word. 
Hence, God in His Wisdom ordained at the Beginning 
that at the due time He would bring forth a revelation 
of Himself in a visible, physical manner that all the 
world could see; and henceforth all those who reached 
their moment of mental and emotional awakening, and 
began the search for the Truth about themselves and 
God, would have a record of this enacted and spoken 
revelation to point the way to the answers they sought. 

For the purpose of recording, God in Man was called 
“Christ” and the Teaching of how Man must ascend 
into conscious inner awareness of his inner Divinity, and 
of his relationship to the Whole, was called the “Christ 
Teaching”; then eventually, “Christianity. 

THE LIGHT OF THE WORD OF GOD BURNS UNDIMMED 
THROUGH TIME 

The teaching of the Brotherhood is that of a personal 
God, a loving Father interested in every aspect of your 
human lives, One to Whom you can pray with faith and 
with Whom you can commune in the silent depths of 
your Self — One to cry out to in Divinely arranged mo¬ 
ments when you have reached the very end of human en- 
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durance in life’s experiences, and Who bestows Peace 
on the Soul which has thus earned it. 

After Pentecost, my brethren, the Apostles and Dis¬ 
ciples (made one in Christ by the Holy Spirit) went 
forth to preach the good news to all the world — to the 
simple and wise, townspeople and country men, to the 
materialistic minded and to the poet on the roof of his 
world. It has been stated that the Catholic religion had, 
as one of its marks, the power to welcome all your hu¬ 
man activities and use them in its prayer and adoration 
of God. The liturgy appropriated to its use, sight, sound, 
and smell; theology turned to logic; and in prayer and 
contemplation, the Soul could reach mystical union with 
God. 

So it came about that artistic and scientific minds, 
workmen, traders, scientific geniuses and queens would 
all worship together before one Altar. History has wit¬ 
nessed this coming together, and the persistence of this 
“miracle” throughout the centuries almost defies your 
understanding because the simple always incline to super¬ 
stition, making idols of their fears and fancies; the mystic 
moves toward solitariness and a cloud of unknowing; the 
philosopher likes to bring all experience before the bar 
of reason; while the scientist must verify all in experience. 

No wonder that there is occasional discomfort when 
the intellectual confronts a popular devotion, the inde¬ 
pendent has to bear with a mass of regulations, and the 
unworldly listen to appeals for material help of the 
diocese or parish. Yet each can benefit the other and 
free him from narrowness, the while each can, within 
limits, abound in his own sense of realized freedom. 

Jesus, the Earthly exemplary embodiment of the Christ, 
taught the simple; and scholars like Nicodemus and Saul 
came to Him also. He taught by parables and figures 
of speech, and by direct action, what was Truth. As 
long as thoughts, imaginings and feelings are inspired 
and controlled by the Word of God Himself, all is well. 
All through time, the Word of God bums undimmed, 
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untarnished, and it will cast Light upon (and not be 
disfigured or in any way changed by) the poetry and 
science of Man and the Wisdom which the Ages ac¬ 
cumulate. 

It follows that Christians are people of an inheritance, 
but the dangers of an inherited Christianity must be 
countered by the other fact of Faith— Faith which makes 
you heirs to the future. 


☆ ☆ ☆ 

We lift up our hearts to Thee, Eternal Father, 
and pray for all our brethren throughout the world. 
May they worship Thee in humility of attitude, giv¬ 
ing, in Thy Name, love and service to all in need. 
And may they know more and more of the Power 
of the Spirit which dwells within their hearts. 

We thank Thee for the beauties of nature, for 
the seasons with their varied features of growth to 
provide for the needs of Mankind, for the birds and 
for the lowly cattle; and we thank Thee for the 
love of the animals which bless the homes of many. 

We thank Thee for the friendships true and deep 
which share in the trials and difficulties of daily life. 
And, above all else, we thank Thee for the gift of 
Thy Son, Jesus, our Lord. May His examples of 
humility, love and service be f ollowed by all who will 
one day see and work with Him again when, by their 
acts and lives of purity, they have proved themselves 
ready and worthy to do so. 


Amen. 
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CREATION 
The Holy Trinity 

C reation is evolution, and evolution is creation. Crea¬ 
tion is a process so simple small children recognize 
its action in the things they observe in their daily 
life, yet so incomprehensible to human intellect (while 
still lacking in spiritual insight) as to confound the mas¬ 
ter minds of the intellectual thinkers. 

On the physical plane of thought, creation evidences 
as the continuous birthing, dying, and re-birthing of 
physical forms; it is the visual evidence, or manifesta¬ 
tion of the Creator — His Ideas carried to completion 
all the way down to and throughout the Earth-plane in 
visible form. 

In the spiritual consciousness — on the spiritual plane 
of thought — you see creation as a triangle, or trinity; 
as a three-step activity of God whereby thought (which 
is, or should be, master of all substance whether spirit¬ 
ual or physical) transforms etheric substance into form 
and then activates the form into serving as the base of 
yet another form-producing thought, thus extending 
thought on and on endlessly. 

Everything in the Whole, in the limitless Kingdom 
of God (kingdom of creative thought — Divine Mind) 
is, was, and shall be in existence by means of application 
of the Creative Principle — the Divine Trinity. Noth¬ 
ing can be except it be bom of this Principle. And what¬ 
ever creation It brings into the state of being continues 
the creative pattern ceaselessly and endlessly throughout 
eternity. Each created form, whether spiritual or physi¬ 
cal, is imbued, by the Creative Principle which propa- 
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gated it, with the same Trinity in the core of its being; 
so each created thing must fulfill itself by using its po¬ 
tential to the utmost — by creating an extension of it¬ 
self, imbuing it with the same creative Principle — and 
so on and on endlessly. Absolutely everything in all the 
limitless Kingdom of God is impelled by spiritual Law 
to fulfill itself. Therefore the chain, or continuity, can 
never be broken and there can never be an end to creating. 

Man being one of such thought-creations of God’s has 
no choice but to fulfill himself; first, by learning what 
he is and how he came into being; second, acquiring 
knowledge and insight about the Divine Trinity — the 
Creative Principle; third, accomplishing the ascent in 
consciousness which will carry him to Christ Conscious¬ 
ness wherein he will have revealed to him the reason 
why he must put this inborn Principle to use, how to 
use it, and how to finalize his fulfillment. 

The Whole of the Absolute Creation is within the 
orbit of one creative process. This incomprehensible Whole 
lies within the confines of one beginning, one interme¬ 
diary stage, and one fulfillment. It is what you, my 
brethren, refer to as the One Idea, or One Great Plan 
of God. 

Within that vast single creation there are limitless com¬ 
plete creations, each of which contains a limitless num¬ 
ber of complete creations . . . and so on seemingly end¬ 
lessly. Neither you, my dear ones, nor we here can begin 
to fathom “where” the beginning is, nor the end. 

PREPARE YOUR MIND FOR RIGHT CREATION 

Have you come to know yourselves sufficiently to have 
observed the Creative Principle at work in your mind? 
Perhaps you have seen but didn’t know what it was you 
saw. Creation is an act of the mind; it is purposeful 
thought fulfilling its purpose. Whether it be the Al¬ 
mighty Father of All Thought thinking creatively, or 
one of His creations — Man — producing a further ex¬ 
tension of fulfilled thought, the steps involved are exacdy 
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the same because they are the Eternal Trinity of all 
creations in the Whole of Creation. 

No, do not brace your mind for some hard-to-under- 
stand scientific data, beloved ones. Rather, clear your 
mind, of all but the most simple, child-like thoughts so 
it will be more receptive to simplicity and will not set 
about complicating it. 

The three steps, or stages of creation, are: 

1. Think. There must be a purposeful thought. 

2. Act. Correlate all the facets of the thinking and 
bring them into one form, one concept. See that this 
concept is in accordance with spiritual Laws, that it is 
entirely satisfactory in every way to your conscious mind, 
subconscious mind and Soul, for you must have com¬ 
pletely unified affirmation of the rightness. 

Then examine the purpose and intent of the thought. 
Make sure the creation is without selfish or personal 
purpose, that it is the result of a suggestion from your 
Higher Self and in harmony with the Whole. When you 
can honestly say, “This is right and pleasing in the sight 
of God,” you have the Power of God for your support 
and you are ready for the third step. 

3. Wait. This step waits on God; His is the fulfillment. 

The Divine ingredient of Love must radiate from your 
heart now. It is the “leavening which makes the bread 
rise,” the activating Divine Force which transmutes 
thought from the etheric, or blueprint stage, to the ac¬ 
complished fact. To be filled with Love is the greatest step, 
and the one which all Man’s intellect and will power 
of themselves cannot take. Man earns it — the hard way, 
I might add. But God bestows it. 

Remember, my beloved brethren, you have to take 
only the first two steps; there the Father meets you and 
takes you the rest of the way. Love is God’s gift, to be¬ 
stow whenever and wherever the seeker who longs for 
it has complied with just two rules: Purify your think¬ 
ing and examine your attitudes and intentions, carrying 
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them high into the Light of God’s Truth so your exami¬ 
nation is completely honest, and making sure that they 
meet with the approval of your Self. Then lay this 
purely-intentioned thought at your Father’s feet as the 
priceless gift that it is; now wait in humble, reverent 
expectancy but with no further thought and no con¬ 
cern about the matter. The fulfillment by a demonstra¬ 
tion of Divine Love will signify that your gift was ac¬ 
ceptable. 

INTELLECT ALONE HAS NO CREATIVE POWER 

Thousands of your brothers, and many of you, have 
gone through the stage of intellectual affirmations and 
positive thinking in an effort to create manifestations 
of a material nature. You studied, and “learned” that 
two steps were all that were required: desired concept 
and positive affirming thoughts. Man learns by the pro¬ 
cess of elimination, through experiencing. You had to 
learn that all the intellectual power and concentration 
of thought that could possibly be conjured up in the 
whole world is helpless and powerless to accomplish 
anything Real until it has acknowledged and humbly 
bowed to the greater power of Divine Love. 

No experience is finished until you have blessed it 
with Love. Have you not wondered why you seem to be 
drawn back into a sameness of circumstances over and 
over again; finding yourself in the same predicaments 
you have been in before; resisting and despising (even 
at times hating) the same things and people (or, at 
least the same types of things and people) that you have 
felt that way toward before? Have you not prayed for 
release from a painful experience or circumstance which 
seemed to be a never-ending treadmill imprisoning you? 

Many of you have sufficient spiritual understanding 
now to realize that you yourselves are somehow responsi¬ 
ble for every circumstance of your lives. We hear many 
of you ask God to show you the lesson you are supposed 
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to have learned from your experiences so that you can 
be released from having to live the same ones over and 
over again, and can get on with new experiences and 
new lessons. 


"WHAT DID I FAIL TO DO?” 

My dear ones, what you should be asking is, “What 
did I fail to do that I ought to have done?” You didn’t 
earn the gift of Love, so you had none to use. And AB¬ 
SOLUTELY NO EXPERIENCE CAN EVER BE CON¬ 
CLUDED, FINISHED AND DONE WITH UNTIL 
LOVE HAS ENTERED INTO IT. LOVE IS FUL¬ 
FILLMENT. Without Love there is nothing; the crea¬ 
tion you started fades into nothingness. Thought and con¬ 
cepts which are not supported by Love have not reached 
the point of their creation where they have an existence — 
a state of being, or identity — so, when Love is not forth¬ 
coming, the thought must remain in abeyance until such 
time as intent is pure and all Law has been complied with. 

So long as you resent a circumstance, resist an experi¬ 
ence; find fault with, hurt, despise, or hate a person or 
thing you will never be released from it or them. The 
Law compels fulfillment of all things, even black er¬ 
roneous thoughts. So all things must be examined by 
you with utmost spiritual honesty, corrected until they 
are as one with God’s thoughts and concepts. Then will 
come your release, often in a sudden, dramatic way — 
with an inrush of Love so uplifting you feel the urge 
to open wide your arms and succor all suffering hu¬ 
manity. When this happens, you understand that God- 
Love is brotherly Love — one, and the same thing. And 
you humbly ask God’s forgiveness for having resented 
or despised or hated anyone or anything on Earth for 
you now know that actually you were doing this to Him. 
You see now that all the time you sought an answer, it 
was all around you — that illusive “lesson” in your ex¬ 
perience. 
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LOVE IS THE ANSWER 

There is only one answer to everything in Reality: 
Love. Remember that Love is the third and final step 
of creating; of creating anything at all, from an anthill 
made by the lowly ant to Man made by God (in the 
higher sense of meaning. Of course the ant is actually 
part of God, too). Even the act of acquiring Knowledge 
and Truth is a creative act employing the Trinity. You 
think, formulate a question (conceive a concept), and 
wait for an answer. You could stand on a street corner 
or in a public square all day and shout the question to 
God long and loud, but would you get a reply? The 
birth of spiritual Knowledge and Truth within your 
consciousness is given to your intellect through spiritual 
insight. And that avenue of communication between you 
and God can only be kept open with Love. You must 
do your part — fulfill the Law; then God will finish 
your creation — will bring it into a state of being, breathe 
Life into it, give it purpose! 

Man is co-creator with God, not a creator sufficient 
unto himself. The exact same Principle is the core of 
everything in the Whole of God. The seed of all visible 
created things contains the Divine Trinity. The silent 
center of every unseen creation contains the same Princi¬ 
ple. Nothing can exist without it. It is eternal and it is 
perpetual expansion on a rising scale. 

When you find yourself brought into frequent contact, 
even close contact with someone whom you find most 
objectionable, though your mind says he is a “child of 
God” you can’t seem to control your feelings of irrita¬ 
tion and distaste, criticism and judgment. You are spirit¬ 
ually advanced enough to pity him and know you 
shouldn’t feel so adversely toward him. So, you do your 
“Christian duty” and pray for the poor unfortunate man 
who is “certainly a poor representative of God in his 
present state of mind”. You pray that God will love him 
and lift him to a higher state. 
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CREATIVE PRAYER 

What you should pray — feel — is, “Oh God, help 
me to love this man! I humbly present my thoughts and 
attitudes to you for cleansing that I might be a channel 
for Your Love. Oh Father, I want to be able to feel 
loving brotherhood with him so strongly he will feel it, 
too, and thus we shall both come to you as one for Thy 
blessing of Divine Love. Do please help me. Father, to 
help my brother thus. Amen.” 

In such a prayer, my beloved brethren, you see what 
I mean by “pure intent”. You are not asking for the 
gift of Love so that you can feel peace, enjoy restful 
loving thoughts, etc. All thought of self is absent. Your 
desire, your intent is to serve as a medium through whom 
God can work to lift a fellowman to a better state of being. 

Pure motive, or intent, is the higher meaning of that 
which Jesus was talking about when he said, “Greater 
love hath no man than this that he lay down his life for 
his friends”, “life” meaning consciousness of self. Only 
when Man can completely forget self, really forget for 
the moment that he is (so lost is he in his desire and 
longing to help another) does he achieve absolutely pure 
motive or intent for seeking God’s Love to fulfill a de¬ 
sire — a creative thought — and thus bring it to God 
entirely readv for the fulfillment of Love to be bestowed 
by Him. 

I am sure you have all experienced (or know of the 
experience of another) a prayerful moment of pure in¬ 
tent. Those who have the experience most often are par¬ 
ents, particularly mothers. At times of great danger to 
their children, for instance, most mothers forget self en¬ 
tirely when they call out to God for help, and are able 
to do super-human acts of rescue. They call out for Him 
to somehow fulfill their thought and concept of rescue, 
and God floods them with Divine Love for those chil¬ 
dren, which is full of power and guidance. Divine Love 
carries within itself the Power of the Whole, and any 
part of it is available to Man when he asks for it in the 
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degree that matches the degree of his purity of thought 
and motive. 

Now, my dear ones, when you can follow up your 
constructive, unselfish thought with a concept which is 
by nature sure to be pleasing to God, and present it to 
Him as I have told you; then you are truly creative in 
the highest sense of the word — the sense that the be¬ 
loved Jesus made every effort to demonstrate and explain. 

You see how simple the three steps of creativity are? 
Remember, I did not say they were easy; only that they 
were simple. They, of themselves, are even easy to do, 
but the time and effort spent in preparation of the mind 
so it can grasp things and to purify the thoughts can 
sometimes be a real challenge. But all of life is a chal¬ 
lenge. No matter at what stage of your development you 
are at any given time — now, tomorrow, or a thousand 
years hence — you will always feel that you are “low 
on the ladder” because you will always be able to glimpse 
the heights ahead. The climb is never ending. You will 
derive more joy from it — the climb itself — when you 
cease “living for the end” and realize that the joy and 
the many stages of fulfillment along the way are the 
“living”. Live fully in each experience, each thought, 
each day; live now! There is no time of ending. 

THE AFFINITY OF OPPOSITES 

St. John, the disciple of Love, recounts in your Scrip¬ 
tures that “In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same 
was in the beginning with God”. The initiate well along 
in his spiritual advancement comes to learn through inner 
revelation that St. John’s meaning is: In the beginning 
there was Authority; the Authority was with God,, in 
fact it was God. Authority preceded all else. Authorita¬ 
tive thought came next, and was the first move toward 
creation. 

In the beginning God envisioned — mentally created — 
opposite “poles” in all things. Nothing in all creation, 
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on all planes, is without polarity. These opposite “poles” 
have a natural affinity for one another and it is their 
character to forever try to draw together, to meet and 
merge into one. Man is God’s other “pole”. God being 
Absolute in purity had to have a form of expression of 
Himself which would be the foil, the opposite receiving 
end for His positive Purity so that He could act and ful¬ 
fill His Love. Man is that “pole”; and the natural af¬ 
finity causes Man to persist even in trouble and through 
strife in his attempts to reunite with the other part of 
himself, God, and thus merges into oneness with the 
Whole.” 

Everything in creation has its duality, my dear ones, 
and everything with conscious life is aware of feeling 
very strongly this urge to join its mate. 

Man is the lower pole of God’s Mind — the dark 
side, the so-called “evil” — unevolved — mate to God’s 
purity, or good. Man himself contains a duality — the 
subconscious (lower, feminine, receiving, passive, “evil” 
unevolved) mind and the conscious thinking and reason¬ 
ing mind (upper, masculine, active, positive, good). The 
two together in Man are one in the sense that they are 
unified in being the one polarity pole in opposition to, 
or the true mate of the Pure One. 

We perceive your mental stumbling block in receiving 
Truths concerning good and evil. Your old concepts of 
evil are a very dark comer of ignorance in your minds 
and must be dispelled by turning on the light of Truth 
about it. The meaning of evil is ignorance of, or lack of 
information about Truth. So, at this time, we would give 
you the opportunity to read some Truths; they may be 
startling, and they certainly are mentally and spiritually 
stimulating, provided you desire to receive them. It will 
require not only a desire for the spiritual light they of¬ 
fer, but concentrated effort of intellect and intuition to 
KNOW Truth and make it a permanent part of your 
subconscious and conscious minds — or, in other words, 
make it an expansion in your state of being. 

Let us repeat: In the beginning was AUTHORITY 
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OF TRUTH and it was with God and was God. The 
One Authority was ETERNAL TRUTH of BEING. To 
possess this mighty secret, to have this Absolute Truth — 
to possess it in consciousness, intellectually and subcon¬ 
sciously, and in the heart or spirit — is to say that it is 
with you and is you. To be Truth — that is to say, to 
rise in consciousness above the spiritually enlightened, 
knowledgeable plane — is to enter the Divine State of 
Being, the Truth Itself. 

In its beginning of physical plane existence all con¬ 
scious life responds to the physical mating urge — one 
with another. But when Man evolves mentally, then be¬ 
gins his spiritual phase of evolution in conjunction with 
the mental, and then the Divine Urge awakens him more 
fully, making itself known to his intellect; then he realizes 
his fundamental Real mating urge is the combined urge, 
or unified desire of his subconscious and conscious minds 
to return to and become a living part of the Whole — 
the One Pure Mind. 

THE BIRTH OF THE CHRIST WITHIN YOU 

I would digress here slightly to express a thought, a 
correction in a concept we have seen evidenced in some 
of you. Do not expect, my dear ones, that with the 
“descent of the Holy Ghost” upon you (the birth of the 
Christ consciousness within you) you will be suddenly 
transported into a permanent Heavenly state. The vital¬ 
ized, highly spiritual, pentecostal state into which you 
are transported in body, soul and both minds is short¬ 
lived. You must “come down” to seeming sameness and 
conscious awareness of all the Earth plane. But from 
that experience you are forever blessed with insight — 
the ability to receive for you individually inner guidance 
by vision and revelation, in secret, with your “closet 
door” closed. The doors of Truth open gradually and 
divine teachings come forth for you like a continuing 
fountain, and Truth gradually becomes a living part of 
your state of being. Your spiritual evolution — your life 



202 Third Book of Azrael 

mission — only now begins. All that goes before is prepa¬ 
ration for this which follows. 

RISE INTO THE CREATIVE LIGHT 

As the beloved Jesus demonstrated to you, Man must 
continue to experience. It is during and following ex¬ 
periences that inner enlightenment comes through to 
your conscious and subconscious minds, expanding your 
comprehension and capacity for Love; it is then that 
a cubit, or measure, is added to yourself. This constantly 
repeated process of adding to and fulfilling oneself is 
governed by the Creative Principle, as is all else. 

In the beginning of the One Great Overall Creation, 
as in the beginning of every creation within The Crea¬ 
tion (whether it be a creation of Man, ant, or elements) 
there must be intelligent thought (Light) to conceive 
the creative idea and call forth Love. Whether this in¬ 
telligent application of thought is done by God directly, 
as in the case of the natural elements, or whether through 
the medium of Man or one of His less-aware conscious 
creations is of no importance, has no bearing on the Law 
of the Trinity — the Creative Triangle. You are saying 
to yourselves, “I believe the Holy Trinity to be the 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost”, and you are absolutely 
right, but know that all of Man is the Son and the Holy 
Ghost is Divine Love. 

God conceived the idea of Man as his receptive, passive 
“pole of polarity” — as the bottom, dark side which 
would act in conjunction with His Absolute Purity. This 
side of God had to be cut off from the Purity — the 
Truth of Himself — otherwise it would not have been 
the exact opposite of the Pure One; would not have 
been the perfectly balanced opposite which it had to be. 

So, in the beginning this state of consciousness of Him¬ 
self which God, in a sense, put to sleep — which He 
made a dark void of unconsciousness — He called 
“Adam”, or “that which He added onto the Pure I AM”. 
And within this new identity which He gave to part of 
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Himself, within this deliberately darkened side He placed 
a replica of this original Idea. He divided its sense of 
awareness of self into two phases of mind: the passive, 
receptive, and (in its beginning) a dark void which you 
call subconscious mind but which your Bible calls “Eve”, 
meaning twilight or sleep — repose; and also the authori¬ 
tative, active, intelligent conscious mind. 

If you find this difficult to grasp, perhaps this physi¬ 
cal illustration might be of help. If your intelligent think¬ 
ing mind decided that one part of the physical body 
should be cut off from communication with and sense 
of belonging to the whole of the body, you would bind 
off that member, tying it so tightly that it could not 
receive the life-force of blood nor the message of the 
intellect through the nervous system. In other words it 
would “go to sleep”, become numb. When doctors, in 
their inspired capacity as surgeons, use a medical means 
for putting some part of the body to sleep, it is often 
for the purpose of correcting an error and assisting na¬ 
ture to bring forth a renewed state and new life-force to 
the distressed body member; thus demonstrating that 
out of darkness, woe, and death comes renewal. But this 
simple illustration is meant primarily to clarify the sim¬ 
plicity of God’s method for darkening part of Himself, 
depriving it of awareness and the consciousness of be¬ 
ing part of God, and calling this “sleeping” state Man. 

“evil” is mind unevolved 

I trust this has helped you to cast out your old con¬ 
cepts of evil; that you now perceive the pattern and the 
original Idea of Creation and comprehend that Man is 
the so-called “evil” of God; that within Man the sub¬ 
conscious mind is the evil side necessary as the “pole” or 
mate to the conscious side of mind; that within each of 
these minds there is duality of mind, and within each of 
those duality again .... on and on without end. The 
essence of all this duality is consciousness versus uncon¬ 
sciousness of Truth, or knowing the Truth of Creation 
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(the Truth of Man’s relationship to God and his begin¬ 
ning; also the knowing of the Real way in which he 
serves in order that God can propagate Himself) versus 
ignorance of the Absolute Truth of himself and God. 

The intelligence of God permeates the detached, un¬ 
aware, “evil” of all creations. But in the “evil” state the 
receiving center is asleep so that messages from the cen¬ 
ter of intelligence do not register. Man is still God and, 
although not aware of this in his beginning, it neverthe¬ 
less has always been so. Your Bible says, “And the light 
shineth in darkness, and the darkness comprehended it 
not”. The intelligence of God operates in “evil” — in 
Man — and in all the subjective sides of all creations 
made by His creations or made by Himself directly. 


THE TRUTH OF CREATION 

And this, my loved ones, is Creation — God’s Great 
Idea in operation, world without end (thought without 
end). Inside this Idea, in all things, lies not only the 
Truth of Creation, but also the Purpose behind it. On 
the physical plane Man evolves to awareness of the Truth 
of Creation — the Truth of himself and God. Having 
struggled and suffered in the darkness of the ignorance 
of his birthright as he lived innumerable physical lives 
and experiences, he arrives at Christ consciousness; and 
gradually, through continued experiences (but now also 
with benefit of increasing spiritual enlightenment as to 
their meaning and purpose) he evolves to Consciousness 
of Truth. 

Then progress lies in continued experiences by which 
he can come to awareness, and then permanent conscious¬ 
ness, of God’s Purpose; and beyond that . ... ? Always, 
we are permitted to glimpse only the one goal immedi¬ 
ately ahead, whether camate or discarnate, for mind 
cannot grasp Truths beyond its state of spiritual de¬ 
velopment. 
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EVOLUTION IS CERTAIN! 

All things and all stages of progress and of the over¬ 
all evolution are gradual and certain! When the time is 
due that God begins to allow light of spiritual knowl¬ 
edge to enter Man’s consciousness and begin his awaken¬ 
ing from ignorance of Self, it is a long, slow, steady, 
and narrow way back to consciousness, even painful 
(much as your foot can know pain with the inrush of 
life blood and renewed connection with the nervous sys¬ 
tem after it has been in a state of sleep.) This returning 
to consciousness include’s Man’s own efforts to, in turn, 
control his lower self, the subconscious mind. The Cre¬ 
ator awakens the conscious intelligent active side of His 
creation, for that is all He actually created; His creation 
having created its own subjective side. This is the way 
of every creation throughout all Creation. God awakens 
Man, the potential Man as He created him, the con¬ 
scious intelligence. Man then must not only cooperate 
with God’s effort and arouse his consciousness, he must 
also enlighten the void subconscious mind and impress 
upon it all the Knowledge he receives from his Creator. 
As Man’s consciousness evolves to full Truth Conscious¬ 
ness, which is above Christ consciousness, he raises his 
subconscious mind to the conscious state he formerly 
held — in the beginning, in God. 

You see here the beautiful Divine Pattern of con¬ 
stantly-repeating cycles. God is forever creating down¬ 
ward, and propagating the creative pattern downward 
and outward from the Center without ceasing. Yet, 
creation is constantly being “awakened” and re-creat¬ 
ing itself upward and inward, returning to its Original 
Source. One of the many teachings of this Plan of Di¬ 
vine Creation which is given to you in your Bible is 
given to you as a simple illustration of Angels (pure 
thoughts) constantly descending and ascending, descend¬ 
ing and ascending a ladder between Heaven and Earth 
(between the Absolute Pure Center of all thought and 
the state of unknowing .) 
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You, beloved ones, have been awakened. You are now 
in the process of struggling toward more enlightenment, 
a higher state of consciousness. Experiences hurt, prin¬ 
cipally because they are made in partial ignorance as 
to their meaning and very little comprehension of why 
they should be. 

In the early stages of awakening, inertia causes Man 
to try repeatedly to “lie down” and sink back into his 
dreams. Dreams require so much less effort on his part 
than does the spiritual-awakening process and the strug¬ 
gle to orient oneself upon awakening. In his dream state 
Man doesn’t feel responsible for anything. He blames 
anything and anybody for all his discomforts and thereby 
sleeps on with a blameless conscience. A sleeping con¬ 
science cannot be blamed for what the sleepwalker does, 
and this “lets him out” as you sometimes say. 

His awakening includes a knowledge of right and 
wrong, which makes him very uncomfortable. To have 
to accept responsibility for everything of which he is 
conscious in life seems too much to expect of him and 
he resists the thought of this fact very strenuously. And 
that is good, for the very act of resistance is the stimula¬ 
tion God induces to stir Man into wakefulness and arouse 
his “fighting spirit”. 

When Man is awake enough to question and reason, 
among his earliest questions are, “Who am I?” “Where 
am I?” and “What is my purpose?” And these instinc¬ 
tive questions demand answers, thus keeping him awake 
and struggling for knowledge long after his earlier state 
of resistance has passed out of use. 

WITHIN JESUS -THE HOLY TRINITY 

The life of your Lord Jesus was a Creation depict¬ 
ing the Law of Creation — the Holy Trinity —- in all 
things. Within the over-all creation of His entire life 
were constantly occurring smaller creations within crea¬ 
tions. The birth and early life was the period of awaken¬ 
ing and preparation by experience and knowledge, and 
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coming up to the point of envisioning what lay ahead; 
then came the ministry, or active forming of the con¬ 
cept, or idea; then the Crucifixion — the fulfillment of 
Divine Love (the Holy Ghost, or Holy Spirit.) 

Within each of these three steps there is a completely 
fulfilled creative idea. Each tells a complete lesson in 
itself. Each fulfills the Law and the Creative Principle, 
without which there is no existence of thought or being. 

Christians are those of you who accepted the Truth 
Teachings as given to Man by Jesus. Many minds, though 
seeking and longing for Truth, were unable to grasp it 
as presented by earlier teachers through the ages. Each 
teacher is assigned a particular way of presenting these 
teachings, and Jesus’ way was one of utmost simplicity 
of words and deeds, plus a complete enactment of the 
entire evolution of Man — or of this Creative Principle — 
in order that men could see as well as hear the message. 
Some of you who have been awakened by His teachings, 
and who strive to follow them, are inclined to think they 
are the only teachings given to Earth and that Jesus was 
the only teacher; that your symbols and ways of worship 
are the only right ways, all others being lumped in the 
categories of “unchristian heathens” and “unchristian 
Jews”. 


THE ANCIENT WISDOM EVER NEW 

The symbol of the Tree of Life is used on your Earth 
by millions of non-Christian worshipers of God. It is a 
symbol of the same Holy Trinity, the same Creative 
Principle as symbolized by Christians when making the 
sign of the Cross and saying, “In the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit.” Jesus, Himself, used it as 
an illustration of the Principle, but He chose to state 
it even more simply. He said, “ I am the vine, ye are 
the branches.” 

The people who listened to the teachings of Jesus 
were simple people who lived close to nature and under¬ 
stood the actions of nature better than the acts of Man- 
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kind. Jesus knew this and frequently used illustrations 
involving the things and elements of nature. In this in¬ 
stance He was explaining that God is the Root from 
which all life and intellect flow; invisible to the outer 
plane, yet the Source of everything in it. 

The awareness of the Creative Principle of the tree 
lies at the base of its roots. The sap, or life of the tree 
is supplied by the roots, intelligently directed to the 
physical tree in due season and drawn back to the root, 
or source, in the winter season of withdrawal and rest 
from outer labors; a time of gathering life-force (unseen 
spiritual food, in case of Man) and strength for the next 
due season of awakening and outer experiencing, or ex¬ 
panding, for the tree. 

The trunk, or vine of the plant, is the Christ Con¬ 
sciousness through which all life and all knowledge of 
Truth must pass in order to reach physical Man (the 
branches), and through which it must return when it 
is the due time for consciousness to leave the form. The 
branches merely wait in a seemingly lifeless void for the 
due season when life and intelligence will again flow 
into them. The only impermanancy is with the leaves 
and undeveloped twigs. They give up their identity en¬ 
tirely, falling back to the ground and giving their essence 
back into Earth where the root (God Mind) takes it 
into itself to use it for continuing life of the trunk, the 
branches, and the creation of new branch-beginnings — 
twigs — and new leaves. Thus, from this simple illustra¬ 
tion, you learn that Christ consciousness and Man identity 
are permanent; or, I should say, have a much, much 
longer span of life than the thoughts and concepts of 
Man have. Thoughts and concepts of man are only physi¬ 
cal facts, not permanent Truths, and are forever chang¬ 
ing — the new growing out of the old; just as Christ 
consciousness and physical-Man consciousness are ever 
changing inwardly because of the constant flow to and 
fro of the Life-Force, Love, and intelligence from the 
center of Man’s Source — God Mind. 
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The outer creations which are created by God’s origi¬ 
nal Creations, though they must give up their identity 
and not go on to outward fulfillment, nevertheless do 
comply with the Principle and fulfill themselves. In the 
very act of their dying they give themselves back into 
the Whole to be the food and nourishment for new identi¬ 
ties, more highly evolved, which will succeed them, again 
pointing out that nothing in all Creation is wasted or 
without purpose. Some things and some experiences ful¬ 
fill themselves in one wav and some in another, but all 
are fulfilled — all fulfill the purpose for which they 
came into evidence or existence. Man’s wrong thoughts, 
erroneous concepts, his “evil” are the foods which his 
consciousness requires in order to expand, aspire and 
create. 


THE EBB AND FLOW OF LIFE 

Within a span of one lifetime of Man, the cycle of birth 
life and death (which itself is one complete trinity) there 
are numerous and assorted lengths of cycles, or evidences 
of the Principal of Creation at work. But I would like 
here to speak of one which often is most confusing and 
often frightening; the fright and confusion arising out 
of lack of Knowledge. When you are working on your 
spiritual development you will be particularly sensitive 
to this of which I speak. You experience times of spiritual 
elation when you must express yourself in joyous ways, 
when you feel good will to all the world. Then, for no 
apparent reason that feeling of closeness with God, the 
jubilance of singing His praises slips from you and leaves 
you feeling flat, physical, and without inspiration,. You 
may have already experienced casting about in your mind 
for the offence you committed which caused you to be 
dropped from God’s good Graces. My beloved ones, this 
is but a creative cycle. As with the ocean’s tides and 
all else there is the ebb and flow — one side of the 
trinity fulfilling the other two, each being both a be¬ 
ginning and an ending, yet all being without beginning 
or ending in the Infinite. Part of your getting to know 
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yourselves can be accomplished by observing the Prin¬ 
ciple of Creation in all things, even to each breath you 
draw and expel. Seek to see and understand the truly 
exalted teamwork of God, Man and Divine Love. 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

May God, our Father, bless and guide each one, 
and may His Light of understanding be ever within 
you and continue to increase in depth and radiance 
as you press forward and upward toward your 
Heavenly Home of Pure Heart, Pure Mind and 
Pure Soul, which is the supreme desire of us all. 

Your friend and teacher, 

Azrael 
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